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DATELINE PHILIPPINES

‘SIT DOWN, LET’S TALK'

Pacquiao calls out to Sarangani bombers

by AQUILES ZONIO
Philstar.com

MANILA—After disposing of
the likes of Oscar De La Hoya
and Ricky Hatton in the ring,
Manny Pacquiao is now tak-
ing on a different foe: terrorist
bombers.

Alarmed by last weekend’s
twin grenade attacks in Saran-
gani province that killed one
person and wounded 32, the
Filipino boxing king on Mon-
day called on the attackers to sit
down with him for talks on re-
storing peace in the area.

Not a surprising move from a
man President Macapagal-Ar-
royo recently named as ambas-
sador for peace. Pacquiao has
also declared his intention to run
in 2010 for the lone congressio-
nal seat of Sarangani.

“I am asking them (the attack-
ers) to sit down and talk so we
can discuss whatever problem
there is,” Pacquiao, speaking in
Filipino, told reporters.

Pacquiao stressed the impor-

tance of dialogue in resolving
conflicts.

“We should resolve whatever
problem there is by talking,” he
said.

Helping the victims

Pacquiao isn’t just all talk.

Upon learning about the Sa-
rangani attack, Pacquiao rushed
to see the 32 injured victims
in various hospitals and gave
them financial aid ranging from
P2,000 to P3,000 each.

This was aside from the
P39,000 cash he gave social
welfare officials as initial assis-
tance for the victims.

“With or without politics, I
really try to help people,” Pac-
quiao said.

Pacquiao was meeting with
tourism officials in Malungon
town, where he is the tourism
council chair, when he received
the news about the grenade
blasts which occurred during
a fiesta celebration in Maasim
town.

Pacquiao said he was stunned

by the news.

One wonders how much time
his labors as a peace envoy will
take away from his training for
his next fight, possibly against
World Boxing Organization
welterweight champion Miguel
Cotto of Puerto Rico. The fight
is tentatively scheduled for Nov.
14.

MK?2 type

A military bomb expert said
the grenades used were an MK2
model, which is said to explode
three to five seconds after the
safety lever is removed.

Before the blasts, Lt. Col. Ed-
gardo De Leon, the Army battal-
ion commander based in Maas-
im, had asked help from a bomb
disposal team on receiving intel-
ligence reports about a planned
bomb attack on the town.

A few minutes before the team
arrived from General Santos, the
explosions occurred.

De Leon blamed the attack on
rogue elements within the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front.
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