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with the passage of the Travel
Promotion Act (TPA). Once it
is passed into law this year,
it's designed to stimulate pub-
lic-private  partnerships that
would promote travel to the US
throughout the world.

For the first time in many
years, ftravel executives had
an audience with US President
Barack Obama in the White
House. Obama, said Dow, was
very receptive since he under-
stood tourism’s importance as a
much-needed stimulus to jump-
start the ailing US economy.

“Long-haul overseas market
is critical,” he added. “It’s the
darling of everyone’s economy
because people stay longer and
spend more.”

Last year, overseas visitors
spent $142 billion in the US.
Long-haul travelers spend on
average $4,500 per visit (includ-
ing air fare and hotel accommo-
dations) versus $1,000 for North
American travelers.

Shopping habits

In a related survey commis-
sioned by Taubman Centers and
Shop America Alliance regard-
ing shopping habits of 1,760
tourists coming from America’s
top five markets, 30 percent of
respondents said shopping was
a factor in their choice of a US
destination.

Surprisingly, Mexicans
emerged as the biggest shop-
pers, spending an average
of $1,310 on shopping out of
$3,249 spent on the entire trip.
The Japanese were a close sec-
ond: $1,200 on shopping out of
$4,722 for the total trip.

Which was why Dow wel-
comed with open arms last
year’s expansion of America’s
Visa Waiver Program (VWP) to
include such countries as South
Korea, Hungary, Czech Republic
and Estonia, among others.

The total brings the number to
35, as citizens of these countries
join the ranks of tourists from
the UK, Germany, France, Ja-
pan, Italy, Australia, Singapore,
Switzerland and even tiny Bru-
nei, who are allowed visa-free
travel to the US for as long as 90
days.

USTA is looking to expand
VWP by pushing for the inclu-
sion of Greece, Brazil and Ar-
gentina. No mention was made
of the Philippines. At the same
time, consular offices all over
the world are working to drasti-
cally cut waiting time for the is-

suance of tourist visas to China,
India and Brazil.

Further expansion of VWP is
contingent on the establishment
of a biometric (fingerprint) sys-
tem to verify exiting foreigners.
And the US, with the introduc-
tion of a new, improved system
to more international airports,
is also making headway in this
area.

“Pow Wow isn’t just about
getting more people to come to
the US to spend more money,”

said Dow. “It’s about how we
build understanding and rela-
tionships. Travel is so critical
to the long-term survival of our
economy and our way of life.”
Northwest/Delta flies daily
from Manila to Miami via Japan.
US travel industry leaders Jona-
than Tisch, chair and CEO of
Loews Hotels; Caroline Beteta,
president and CEO of California
Travel and Tourism Commission
and Roger Dow, US Travel Asso-
ciation president and CEO.
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# Pharmacy Technic

» No Waiting List/ No Lottery

»No LVN or RN License
Required

« Approved by CA Board of
Registered Nursing

* Accredited Member ACICS

« Financial Aid Availabe

-7 (If Qualified)

N
BACHELOR OF
SCIENCE IN NURSING

AUHS ALSO OFFERS THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:

* Masters in Clinical Kesearch 1 1/2 years

» Research Medical Assistant 7 1/2 months

CALL: (562) 988-2278
TODAY!

—

gian 7 1/2 months

American University

of Health Sciences
1600 E. Hill 5t. Signal Hill, CA 920755

www.auhs.edu

FILING FOR PERM?
RELY ON US.

A NAM

Undler the PERM (Program Eecironic Review Minagemen ) System, the prooess lor Lbor oirtilicalion
will be sigeificantly shortendd ba  maiber of montfs inatead of the 34 year span rom (he regelar labor ceriilication process,
Count on Michse! F. Eeg sl Bert 5 Nishimura, repoiable bveyers with an impressive history b immigration ko

1o hardle your PFERM case with competence, credibility and confidence.

ENG & NISHIMURA

CAN

E YOU

COMBINED 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH IMMIGRATION CASES
BOTH ARE GRADUATES OF ACCLAIMED
UCLA SCHOOL OF LAW & HAVE HANDLED THOUSANDS OF
IMMIGRATION CASES INCLUDING:

= Green Cards for Spouses, Children, Parents, Brothers & Sisters

® (irewn Cards & Work Permits lor Begistered Norses, Accountants, Medical Doctors,
Teachers, Medical Technologiats, Minksters. Religious Workers, Travel Agents. Compauter
Analysts. Architects, Bilingual Zecrefaries, Safl Writers and Journalists, Coolks,
Engineers, Mansgers, Investors, Chilel and Elder care workers, and mary, many more!

= Expedited Green Cards for Children about (o tum 21 years old,

» |15 CRizenthip for all green card holdiers, and children in the LS. but who have

ofie pareid wino i a ciliren.

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION CONCERNING PERM,
NEW LAW EXPEDITED PROCESSING FOR NURSES
AND EMPLOYMENT BASED GREENCARDS

Experienced & Friendly 31afl of 6 Lawyers & 10 3aff » Competitive and Reasonable Prices « Experienced in
Taking the Hard Cases ® (ifces Chose bo All Freeways ® Major Credii Cands Accepbed

213.622.2255

1055 W. SEVENTH STREET, #1780

[Where Sevenlh Street Crosses Over the | 10 Harbor Freeway)

TRUST

COME TO THE HOME RESCUE FAIR FOR HELFP.

The Alliance for Stabilizing our Communities has organized this event 1o help
provide you with the tools and resources you need to make informed decisions
about the options available to you. Bring your loan decumaents and other
financial information to get advice from industry experts. Together we'll

work to give you valuable information and hope during this difficult time.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE FREE SERVICES.

* One-cn-cne sessions with loan specialists, HUD-approved housing
counselors, and attorneys

* Foreclosure prevention workshops

* Translators

For more information, call 1.213.382.1819 x 132.

EVENT INFO

Saturday, June 27, 2009
10 a. m. to 2

Panorama High School
8015 Van Nuys Blvd.
Panorama City, CA 91402

This event = brought to you by Asian Facrlic Policy & Planmeng Council and S1PA.

ASTAN PACIFIC

Palisy & Plaaniag Camnakl

SIPA

ALLIAMCE FOR STABILEZING CUR COMBUPNITIES

=
"CL R .,;.g, Banhﬁmmnrh:a‘%r

MHatianal
Uvbisn Lesgiue

®

Pilipino po tayo!

LAW OFFICES OF
KENNETH U.REYES,P.C.

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Kenneth U. Reyes, Esq.

Law Offices of

Kenneth U. Reyes, P.C.
3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700

Los Angeles, CA 90010

IMMIGRATION FAMILY LAW

* US Citizenship s
- Green Card = ﬂ“’“::' 5
Marriage Petitions, Realtive Petitions roperty Division
Employer Petitions, PERM « Child Custody and Visitation
*Visa « Child and Spousal Support
H-1B Temporary Worker i .
Investor’s VISA Domestic Violence Restraining Order

« Legal Separation
CIVIL LITIGATION

* Deportation Defense
PERSONAL INJURY

= Serious Auto Accidents » Business Disputes
* Rear Enders * Real Estate Disputes
* Injuries from defective products * Breach of Contract
« Serious injuries from premises accidents ~ * Partnership Dissolution
» Business Dissolution

« Fractures & brain injuries from accidents

We Pay Special Attention to Your Case
Call for an Appointment

(213)388.1611

website: www.kenreyeslaw.com
email: kureyeslaw@aol.com
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