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LOS ANGELES – President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo on Saturday, June 
20, told some 500 Filipino-Americans 
at the Gateway Sheraton Hotel near 
Los Angeles International Airport, 
that her government was able to keep 
recession at bay despite a global eco-
nomic meltdown.

”We have a resiliency plan to pro-
vide short-term relief to all the citi-
zens,” Arroyo told cheering guests 
during a breakfast reception orga-
nized by the FIL-USA, a newly-formed 
association, and other Southern Cali-
fornia-based Pampanga community 
organizations. Arroyo, who was en 
route to a South American country, 

arrived with First Gentleman Miguel 
Arroyo, some members of Congress, 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto 
Romulo, Senator Miriam Defensor-
Santiago, and Internal Affairs adviser 
and FIL-USA founder Edgardo Pa-
mintuan. 

Ambassador Willy Gaa and Consul 
General Mary Jo Bernardo Aragon, 
and Philippine Tourism Director 
Annie Cuevas, and Deputy Director 
Manny Ilagan were also in atten-
dance at the reception.

Arroyo said that the Philippines, 
like China and Vietnam had done well, 
despite the recession because it had 

President Gloria Arroyo shake hands with Fil-Ams who welcomed her at the LAX Gateway Sheraton Hotel on Saturday morning. �  AJPress Photo by Rene Villaroman

by Rene Villaroman
AJPress

DALLAS – FBI name checks on 
people seeking to work or live in the 
United States or become citizens 
are getting completed more quickly, 
slicing through a backlog that had 
left some petitions pending for more 
than a year, immigration officials said 
Monday.

The FBI hired more workers, beefed 
up its training programs and upgraded 
its technology to handle the average 
of 6 million to 7 million applications 
that stream through the agency each 
year, US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services officials said.

The delays came during the FBI’s 

Immigration 
agency says 
backlog 
virtually gone

WASHINGTON – Lamenting his first 
teenage cigarette, President Barack 
Obama ruefully admitted on Monday 
that he’s spent his adult life fighting 
the habit. Then he signed the nation’s 
toughest anti-smoking law, aiming to 
keep thousands of other teens from 
getting hooked.

Obama praised the historic legisla-
tion, which gives the Food and Drug 
Administration unprecedented au-
thority to regulate what goes into to-

Obama, citing his 
smoking woes, 
signs tobacco law
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Pres. Arroyo lauds 
overseas Pinoys 
for RP’s resiliency

TOKYO  – President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo said that her 
vision is to see the Philippine on 
the verge of the First World sta-
tus in 20 years with more invest-
ments in education, economy, 
environment, anti-poverty pro-
grams, coupled with reforms of 
its political system.

The President voiced her vi-
sion in an interview at the Im-
perial Hotel by Paolo Romero 
of the Philippine Star and two 
senior reporters of the NHK and 
Nikkei, two of Japan’s biggest 
media outfits.

“We have a vision. We would 
like the Philippines to be on the 
verge of the First World in 20 
years. What I hope is we would 
be able to work on the things 
that are needed to reach the First 
World in 20 years which would 
mean more investments in what 
we called the three E’s – educa-
tion, economy, environment in-

MANILA – Former President Fidel V. Ramos 
chided Malacañang on Monday for “inefficiency 
of planning” President Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
royo’s foreign trips.

Talking to the media shortly before leaving for 
Mumbai, India, to host and co-chair the global 
meeting of Emerging Markets Forum from June 
23 to 25, Ramos said that Arroyo was being criti-
cized “not for frequency but inefficiency” in or-
ganizing her trips.

Since she assumed power in 2001, Arroyo has 
made 50 foreign trips.

According to him, a “desired” method “is to 

cluster” the trips into a “string of state or politi-
cal visits involving four or five countries.”

He said that Arroyo’s trip to Japan and Brazil 
was “not the first example.”

Early this year, Ramos recalled that Ms Arroyo 
also made an unscheduled “side trip” to Wash-
ington DC while traveling in the Middle East.

Ramos said government officials in the entou-
rage should submit an accounting of their trip. 
“Even personal expenses, this is still govern-
ment time,” he said.

But Malacañang on June 22 claimed that the 
benefits coming from President Macapagal-
Arroyo’s recent travels abroad outweighed the 
expenses.

MEMBERS of Asian and Pacific Is-
lander communities gathered a few 
days ago for a press conference at the 
Asian Pacific American Legal Center in 
Los Angeles to express their strong op-
position to Governor Schwarzenegger’s 
plans to eliminate or drastically reduce 
many health and human services to help 
solve the state’s $24.3 billion deficit.

In his recent recommendations to 
close California’s budget deficit, the 

Governor proposed to eliminate or 
drastically reduce basic assistance to 
immigrant seniors, health services for 
children, living and food assistance to 
millions of Californians, as well as the 
reduction of counseling, monitoring 
and drug assistance to the HIV/AIDS 
community. “Without these services, 
Asians and Pacific Islanders face costly 

visits to the emergency room, the pos-
sibility of going hungry, and the threat 
of homelessness,” explained Farhana 
Shahid, Lead Community Advocate for 
CHAI with the South Asian Network.

“The Governor’s suggested cuts 
would dismantle the state’s safety net 
services,” said Stella Kim, Health Project 
Coordinator with the Korean Resource 
Center. “California cannot afford to 

LOS ANGELES – Los Angeles Mayor An-
tonio Villaraigosa  is out of the running in 
next year’s race for California governor.

The Democratic mayor was considering 
jumping into the 2010 contest, but he says 
he’s bypassing the campaign because he 
wants to finish his job as mayor. He starts 
his second term July 1.

He says, “I’ve go a lot of work to do.”
Villaraigosa announced his decision 

Monday on CNN.
The mayor has been struggling with a 

budget crisis at City Hall after an uneven 
first term that included the breakup of his 
marriage during his affair with a TV news-
caster. (AP)

by Cynthia de Castro
AJPress

ALL THE PRESIDENT’S MEN. Former Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis Singson, now deputy national security adviser (left), entertains VIP 
guests (from left) Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno, boxing icon Manny Pacquiao, MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando and Defense 
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro at his birthday bash at his Baluarte residence in Vigan City, Ilocos Sur, on Sunday. Story on 
Page A9.� Inquirer.net Photo

LA mayor sidesteps 
2010 governor’s race

Asians reject gov’s plan to slash CA’s critical services

FVR flays Palace on foreign travels
by Fe Zamora

Inquirer.net

RP to become 
First World in 20 
years – PGMA

Former Pres. Fidel V. Ramos

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
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