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Power women of Nueva Ecija. ..
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zo of San Isidro, Nueva Ecija
and former Cabiao Mayor Gloria
“Baby” Crespo Congco.

From Boston on their way
back to the Philippines, the two
charismatic women went to the
Los Angeles office of the Asian
Journal for an exclusive inter-
view. They shared their experi-
ences and vision for the future,
using the Gawad Kalinga model
to eradicate poverty and bring
about positive change in the
Philippines.

“I was a fourth generation
mayor in Cabiao, starting from
my great-grandfather, grand-
father, father and me,” said
Baby who served the town for
12 years, with her third term
ending last 2007. “I saw my
grandfather and father help the
poor in our town. But after four
generations, the poor remained
poor. That’s because they were
simply given “Band-aid” solu-
tions. May namatayan, may
nagkasakit, may na-aksidente
—lalapit sa tatay ko na mayor,
bibigyan sila ng tulong. When
I became mayor, I did my best
to serve Cabiao, but it was not
until I partnered with Gawad Ka-

linga and adapted the GK Way
in township development that
true change came about. When
two GK villages were built and
100 families were given houses,
which they themselves helped
build, transformation resulted.
Nabigyan ng dignidad ang
mga tao, nabigyan ng pag-asa,
nagkaroon ng kinabukasan at
hanapbuhay. Before, the men
used to drink and gamble to
forget their poverty. Now, they
are busy farming, fishing and
working for their livelihood. The
women are taught crafts such as
wig-making, which help bring
in money for the household.
The children are now attending
school in the village and excel-
ling in their studies. Through
value formation classes in the
villages, they realized that God
loves them and want them to
prosper,” explained Baby.
Besides being the first woman
mayor of Cabiao, Baby Congco
was also the youngest elected
mayor of the town. She was rec-
ognized as an Outstanding May-
or by the Office of the President
of the Philippines. Congco was
the first GK advocate in Nueva
Ecija to champion her local gov-

ernment unit into becoming a
partner of GK in its work of na-
tion building. Now serving full
time as the Executive Director of
GK Builders Institute in Ateneo,
Baby Congco travels throughout
the country, persuading other
mayors and governors to adopt
the GK Way for good gover-
nance.

In San Isidro, Nueva Ecija, the
GK template has likewise been
fully embraced by its people, led
by Mayor Sonia Lorenzo. Mayor
Sonia has adopted the GK ap-
proach of providing develop-
ment programs which seek to
empower citizens to participate
in enhancing the service deliv-
ery of her local government unit.
With her effective participative
governance platform, Lorenzo
has been recognized by various
institutions for the outstanding
work she has done in San Isidro.
She received the Presidential
Award for Best Performing Lo-
cal Government Units Against I1-
legal Drugs, the Award of Excel-
lence for the Municipality of San
Isidro, Tanging Alay sa Tanging
Anak ng Nueva Ecija Award, and
a Certificate of Appreciation for
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Wilshire Travel Center
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3580 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE. 132 LOS ANGELES, CA 90010
wilshiretravelcenter@yahoo.com C5T # 2069326-40

CALL: (213) 380-2880

AUG 11 = NOV 27, 2009
‘H'mndin Package

$792.00

+FLEL & |ANES per Person
Packige inclodes:
*Rounderip LAX-MNL-LAX
*ID/EN Hotel(Shang Sofitel)
*Daily Breakfast
*(ine Way Airporl Transfer
*Un Korean Airlines
(LIMITED SEATS AYAILABLE])

I DAYSZ NIGHTS MANILA SPECIAL 2009

EDSA Shangrila 5132
Dusit Hotel 5132
Haoliday Inn 5132
Crown Plaza 5132

Diamond Hotel £132
Sofitel Hotel £132

Mabuhay Manor § 55/night

Our Manila Cdifiee:

CITYTRAVEL CENTER INC.

co, Quiezon City, Philippines

18 A Tolemntma 51, Fris
Teelz (027 374- ] 5445

Email: citytravelcen

Fax: (02 412-3687

leT i & yahog, com

EVA |CATHAY [ASIANA
$540($680|$658

KE |N.WEST|JAPAN
$660 |$780|$782

« Grand Canyon 5139
* 5an Francisco 5163

LOCAL TOURS
* Ensenada
* Reno

£115
5249

AVAILABLE !
= PTA [MMNL/LAX/MML)
* Local/ Domastic Air Travel

» Hawall Packages

**¥*NOTE: Fuel Surcharge and Taxes NOT INCLUDED***
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