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Arroyo swears in 100 execs sans Gonzalez

by TJ BurGgoNIO

Inquirer.net

MANILA - President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo on Wednes-
day administered formal oaths
to over 100 government officials,
led by a Supreme Court justice,
but without Secretary Raul Gon-
zalez.

Arroyo swore in Supreme
Court Justice Lucas Bersamin
in the presence of Chief Justice
Reynato Puno and other justices
at Malacanang’s Rizal Hall.

She also administered oaths
to officials of the Armed Forces,
led by AFP Chief General Victor
Ibrado; the Philippine National
Police, led by Director General
Jesus Verzosa; Philippine Coast
Guard, Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion, and the Bureau of Jail Man-
agement and Penology.

Retired Brigadier General
Celedonio Boquiren Jr., former
Presidential ~ Security  Group
chief, also took his oath as a
member of the Presidential
Anti-Organized Crime Commis-
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sion, and so did Deputy Execu-
tive Secretary Alberto Bernardo
and Deputy Executive Secretary
Natividad Dizon.

Officials of the Energy Regu-
latory Commission, National La-
bor Relations Commission, and
Office of the Solicitor General
and Maritime Industry Authori-
ty, among others, also took their
oaths.

Gonzalez, the new presiden-
tial chief legal counsel, was con-
spicuously absent from the oath-
taking ceremonies.

“While he has his appoint-
ment, he can always ask when
his oath will be. It doesn’t have
to be now. This is a group oath-
taking. He may do that when he
feels he is already prepared for
it, especially when he reports
already on duty,” Executive
Secretary Eduardo Ermita told
reporters.

Arroyo also conferred the Or-
der of National Scientist on Dr.
Teodulo Topacio Jr., the first to
receive such rank and title, for
his achievements and contribu-
tions to the field of veterinary
medicine. M
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‘Ignoring Charter change moves will kill it’

by LIRA DALANGIN-FERNANDEZ
Inquirer.net

MANILA - Ignoring the con-
troversial resolution seeking to
convene a constituent assembly
to amend the Constitution will
kill it, a senior member of the
House of Representatives said.

"The less we talk about con-
ass, the better. Only unfounded
fears and propaganda-propelled
apprehensions make con-ass
alive. Let it die in silence and
solitude,” Albay Representative
Edcel Lagman said at the Serye

forum in Quezon City Thursday.

Lagman expressed confidence
that House Resolution 1109 “will
never fly,” stressing that there
was no more time for it and be-
cause it was “too unpopular and
too unconstitutional.”

The Bicol congressman said
that even the proponents of the
resolution are in a quandary
about what to do next after what
its hasty approval two days be-
fore session was adjourned last
June 3.

“It was born with a fatal con-
genital affliction—an attempt at

solo parenthood by the House
which defies the Constitution,”
he added.

Some congressmen believe
that House members can con-
vene an assembly even without
the participation of the Senate,
while a number said the senators
could not be ignored in moves to
amend the Charter.

Speaker Prospero Nograles
had said he would consult with
the leadership of the House and
with several senators to decide
what to do next with the resolu-
tion. W

Ex-SCjudges help draft poll automation deal

MANILA -The Commission on
Elections (Comelec) has tapped
two retired Supreme Court jus-
tices to help draft its contract
with the winning bidder for the
2010 automation project, an
election official said.

The Comelec tapped retired
justices Hugo Gutierrez Jr. and
Angelina Sandoval Gutierrez to
avoid a repeat of the scenario
in 2004, wherein the high court
nullified the poll body’s automa-

tion contract with the Mega Pa-
cific consortium due to alleged
irregularities, said Ferdinand
Rafanan, who chaired the bids
committee for the 2010 project.

“Comelec chairman Jose Melo
made sure that the 2010 poll
automation project will not be
subject to legal challenges later
on due to having questionable
provisions that are unfavorable
to Comelec or that might lead to
the repeat of the 2004 Mega Pa-
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cific case,” Rafanan said.

“Chairman Melo wanted all
parts of the contract screened
and sifted thoroughly,” he add-
ed.

The two former SC justices
are drafting the contract with
the Comelec Advisory Council
and the Special Bids and Awards
Committee (SBAC) technical
working group. It will be pat-
terned after the contract for the
2008 automated elections in the
Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (ARMM).

The Smartmatic-Total Infor-
mation Management consor-
tium bagged the automation
contract. It placed a P7.2-billion
bid for the project, which was
given a P11.2-billion budget by
Congress.

Based on recommendations
of the former justices, Rafanan
said the SBAC deleted a provi-
sion in the draft contract, which
stated that “the Comelec and not
the bidder will be liable for un-
authorized hacking of the equip-
ment for poll automation.”

“We revised this term to state
it is the bidder’s responsibility
to ensure their system cannot be
hacked to serve the purpose of
cheats,” Rafanan told INQUIR-
ER.net.

Under the draft contract,
Smartmatic-TIM can only invoke
“force majeure” when lighting
downs transmission lines or cell
sites, causing a delay or failure
in the transmission of results, he
said.

Public disorder will no longer
be considered as “force ma-
jeure” because it is “vague and
unacceptable to cause non-per-
formance,” he said.

A final review of the contract
was set on Thursday after three
earlier reviews, he said. (Inquir-
er.net)
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