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BOSTON – “It is our dream at Gawad 
Kalinga to bring the Philippines out of 
the third world by 2024 through the 
collaborative effort of all sectors of the 
Philippine society in the Philippines and 
abroad,” Gawad Kalinga (GK) founder 
Tony Meloto announced to the media 
before the formal unveiling of the or-
ganization’s first global summit in this 
city.

The GK 2024 vision is a 21-year time-
line to end the poverty of five million 
Filipinos and build a First World Philip-
pines through community development 
and people empowerment with engaged 
multi-sectoral and trans border partner-
ships.

“We are all here because Boston plays 
a great role in America’s history, and it 
will play a great role again in our his-
tory as a Filipino people. GK as an Asian 
model of development is now capturing 
global attention,” Meloto told the Asian 
Journal in a chat moments after the re-
ception which also celebrated the 111th 
Philippine Independence Day.

Vice President Noli de Castro deliv-
ered the keynote during the reception, 
and welcomed patriots from all over who 
have not forgotten to help the mother-
land. De Castro even managed to sing 
Wonderful World, the Louis Armstrong 
classic. “Para sa GK, itataya ko ang rep-
utasyon ko,” (For GK, I will bet my repu-

GK Global Summit in Boston

IT’S been more than six months 
since the United States put the first 
black American president in the White 
House, and Asian Americans across 
the US were overwhelmingly for Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

In its multilingual exit poll, the Asian 
American Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund (Aaldef) found that Asian 
Americans voted for Barack Obama by 
a 3-to-1 margin, with a majority regis-
tered as Democrats.

The detailed results of the polls, 
which were released Monday, noted 
that over 76 percent of Asian Ameri-
cans polled voted for Barack Obama 
for President, with 23 percent support-
ing John McCain.

In 30 of the 45 congressional dis-
tricts where the exit poll was conduct-
ed, most of this ethnic group supported 
Democratic candidates. Among Asian 
Americans polled, more than half (58 
percent) were registered Democrats, 
13 percent were registered Republi-
cans, and 26 percent were not enrolled 
in any political party.

Did Asian 
Americans vote 
for Obama?

RP out of 3rd world status by 2024
by Momar G. Visaya

AJPress

LOS ANGELES – 2,000: the number 
of Fil-Ams that attended the 111th Inde-
pendence Day Grand Ball at the Westin 
Bonaventure Hotel on Saturday, June 13. 
142: the number of executive commit-
tee members. 9: the number of Chinese 
entrees served at dinner. 2: the number 
of guest speakers; and 59: the number 
of dollars needed to buy a grand ball 
ticket.

These numbers are unprecedented in 
the history of Philippine Independence 
Day celebrations by the Fil-Am commu-
nities in the United States. Not even the 
centennial celebration of Philippine In-
dependence Day eleven years ago could 
top these statistics.

The key to the success of the 111th 
Independence Day Grand Ball was the 
foresight of the organizing committee. 
As early July 2008, the chair, Darna 

Umayam, a spunky and seasoned com-
munity leader, had repeatedly declared 
the committee’s mantra: “We are plan-
ning ahead. I am trying my best to pull 
in as many of the 3.5 million Fil-Ams (in 
the United States) as much as possible.” 
The executive committee’s goal: 2,000 
guests.

“There is a lot of work to be done,” 
Ms. Umayam had said during the com-
mittee’s first general assembly meeting 
last year. “This is your victory; I am just 
leading here.”

 The chair emphasized that a portion 
of the proceeds from ticket sales would 
be donated to charitable institutions in 
the Philippines. “We are adding a hu-
manitarian touch to the celebration, as 
usual, by donating part of the proceeds 
to charitable institutions in the Philip-

2,000 Fil-Ams Attend 111th 
Independence Day Grand Ball

Manny Pacquiao and Miguel Cotto

MANILA – Manny Pacquiao has given his promoter, 
Bob Arum, the go-signal to set him up for a fight with 
WBO welterweight champion Miguel Cotto on Nov. 14 
in Las Vegas.

“There’s no question he wants the fight. And he told 
me to put the fight together,” Arum said on June 15 in 
an overseas conversation from his base in Las Vegas.

Arum was with Pacquiao over the weekend in New 
York, gracing the Boxing Writers Association of Amer-
ica awards dinner and watching Cotto’s win over Josh 
Clottey.

Pacquiao watched the fight at Madison Square Gar-
den with his wife Jinkee, and sat beside Arum trying to 

size Cotto up. He must have felt he could handle the 
Puerto Rican so now it’s a go.

Arum, who promotes both Pacquiao and Cotto, said 
they’re giving the 28-year-old, 5-foot-7 welterweight 
an extra month to recover from a very nasty cut he suf-
fered against Clottey.

Arum had penciled Oct. 17 as the date for Pacquiao’s 
next fight, following his May 2 destruction of Ricky 
Hatton, and now it’s been pushed to Nov. 14 or five 
months away from now.

“I stayed in the same hotel where I put Manny and 
before I went to my room after the Cotto press con-
ference I visited him and Jinkee in their suite and we 
talked about it,” said Arum.

Pacquiao okays Cotto showdown - Arum
by Abac Cordero

Philstar.com

by Rene Villaroman
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Consul General Ceciile Rebong introduces Seafood City’s Steve Go to Vice President Noli de Castro, while GMA International’s Joseph Francia looks on. 
� AJPress Photo by Momar G. Visaya

LOS ANGE-
LES – Mari-
car Mancao, 
the wife of 
former PNP 
Senior Super-
intendent and 
double murder 
suspect Cezar 
Mancao, said 
that she and 
their sons are 
flying to Ma-
nila to reunite 
with Cezar for 
“moral sup-
port.”

“Everybody’s excited and we’ve 
prepared a lot of gifts and cards for 
their daddy,” said Maricar to the Asian 
Journal at LAX. “Of course, it’s impor-
tant [that we are there]. Moral support 
is what he needs.”

Cezar Mancao was extradited to the 
Philippines last June 4 to testify in the 
double murder case of publicist Sal-
vador Dacer and his driver Emmanuel 
Corbito in 2000.

Cezar is currently locked up at 
the National Bureau of Investigation 
(NBI). There have been worries that 
the double murder case might not 
go through especially after former 
Secretary Department of Justice Raul 
Gonzalez stepped down from his post 
recently.

Mrs. Mancao said she hopes the 
case will still be prosecuted.

Mancao’s wife 
heads to Manila 
for moral support

by Joseph Pimentel
AJPress
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EQUITY VILLAGE. Atty. Joel Bander and Mabuhay Radio’s Bobby Reyes joined the Fil-Am Vets during the 111th 
Philippine Independence Day celebration at Mac Arthur Park in Los Angeles. � AJPress Photo by Bert Jaurigue
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Celebrating Popsy’s Day
Manuel leelin


