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Pinoys in NY celebrate...
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American Association of The
Bronx Inc., Cagayan de Oro-
Misamis Oriental Association
of New York Inc., Pilipino
Americans in the Construction
Industry, Filforce, Bayan USA,
Couples for Christ (New York
& New Jersey), the Filipino
American Human Services Inc.,
Gawad Kalinga, State Farm and
Western Union.

Star power was not missing in
the parade as Aljur Abrenica and
Mylene Dizon rode in one of the
floats, while the GMA Pinoy TV
float featured Dingdong Dantes
and singer Jay-R.

For the Fil-Ams watching
the parade, this has become
tradition with them... an event
that makes them proud to be
Filipino Americans and an event
that they mark on their calendars
every year.

“Being a partof the celebration
makes us proud of being
Filipinos,” said Grace & Del who
lined the parade route with their
kids. “We watch the parade and

then we go to the street fair
where we buy food and Filipino
products...

it’s just so much fun

and we stay until the end of the
fair and the program. We look
forward to this event... we plan
for this. Actually, we have a
birthday party to attend to later,
but I guess we will be late.”

For Gene & Feliz Ilagan, the
eventgave thema chance tomeet
the Vice President, who stopped
by to greet them and their baby,
David. “Although the parade
two to three years ago had more
floats, ngayon maganda rin siya
kasi dumating si Vice President
kasi makikita mo ‘yung support
ng Pilipino kahit nasa ibang
bansa,” Feliz said, adding that
they were planning to visit the
booths at the parade’s end.

“I think this is the best one,”
said Christian, who has attended
the parade for the last three
years. He added that they will
be visiting the booths, talking to
people and hopefully make new
friends and meet girls as the
afternoon progresses.

Atoy Villa, meanwhile, was
amazed at the number of people
who attended the event. He
said there were definitely more
people in the parade route this
year than last year’s. He added

that the parade and festival were
great as it gives Fil-Ams a chance
to reconnect with townmates,
friends or relatives. Asked what
he felt about the event, “Very
proud, kasi mga Pilipino tayo ‘di
ba?”

Merci Co, who has gone to the
independence day festivities the
last four years, said the festivities
gives her great joy. “Masayang-
masaya (Very happy)!” she
exclaimed. “Kasi nami-miss
nating ang mga tao sa Pilipinas,
nakikitamo ‘yung mgakababayan
mo... maligaya... parang kaming
may totoong pamilya kami rito sa
Amerika (Because we miss our
fellow Filipinos in the Philippines
and you get to see them here...
it’s as if we have our own family
here in America)!”

Nenita Lingad, formerly of
Bataan, Philippines, said she
and her family and friends all
look forward to the Philippine
Independence Day festivities
every year. “Every  year
pinupuntahan talaga naming
ito... every year inaantay namin
ito (We go here every year. We
look forward to this event every
year).” H
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Attorney Gali Koren
@&will be in the Philippines from June 25-30,

FREE U.5. IMMIGRATION SEMINARY

For registration and venue details or fo sef a meeting with Ay Koren:

call: (714) 300-0606 or (8§88) 838-3818
email: rsvpi@korenimmigration.com

Topics to be discussed:

VISA CATEGORIES WITH

NO RETROGRESSIONS
NO VISA BACKLOGS

Registered Nurses with 5 years experience OR
master’s degrees, MD/ RN’s and other professionals
with advanced degrees or at least 5 years experience

H-1 B CAP & CAP EXEMPT

Il quahihed, may legally work 1n the U.S.
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U.S. Employers
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IMMIGRATION
PROBLEMS?

We have the answers.
For over 20 years our clients welfare is always our top priority.
Qur practice is built on a foundation of Integrity and Compassion.

LAW OFFICES OF

DEBORAH L. KARAPETIAN

HANDLING ALL IMMIGRATION LAW MATTERS

Employment Sponsored Visas/ PERM
Deportation/ Removal * Investor/ Business Visas
Relative Sponsored Visas/ Embassy Processing * Naturalizafion
USCIS Appearances * th Circuit Court of Appeals * BIA Cases
Deborah Karapefian s licensed as an alforney in both
Calfifornio and Texas, and an ocfive member of the
Stafe Bar of California. ANl matters handled by her
office are case specific, and the oulcome depends on
the specific facts of each case.

Tel: 800 - GREENCARD

500 North Brand Blvd., Suife 450, Glendale, CA 91203

DEBCRAH L KARAPETIAMN
Prirecipd A Homiy

Call us for a confidential appointment. Free hall hour consultation.
Visit us at; www.karapetionlaw.com and ask a question!

DIXON WONG AND
ASSOCIATES

SPECIALIZED IN:

All Types of Working Yisas

« Criminal Defense for LPR &
Mon-immigrant

« PERM (Labor Certification)

« Deportation and Removal
Proceedings

« Maturalization Application and
Appeal

« Immigrant Visa Application

« Extension and Charnge of Status
Application

« Family Petition [Adoption, Child
Born In and Out of Wedlock

«  Investment Visa Application with
Business and Accounting Set-up &
Copyright and Patent Application

« Appeal of Dendals

« Overseas & Third Country Visa

Processing

Asylum Application

Adjustrment of Status Application

Green Card Replacement / Renewal

Battered Spouse Application

J Wisa Waiver Application

Frrhanq_ﬂ Visitor (J), Student (F & M)

i Fiance (K) Visa

. « Registered Hurses and Health Care
We speak Tagalog, Mandarin,| * pratessionals vica Application
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Approvals are what we get for our clients.
An Expert Immigration Attorney For
All Your Immigration Needs.

Atty. Dixon Wong

WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 301,
Pasadena, Callfurma 91106

Call To Schedule A Free Consultation:

626.577.1100

Fax: 626.577.1102

Office Hours: Monday through Friday. Saturday By Appointment




