
JUNE 13-16, 2009 •  LA WEEKEND ASIAN JOURNAL  �  http://www.asianjournal.com • (213) 250-9797A�

From the Front Page

PAGE A1  t
for the global Filipino nation—
bound as we are by a common 
heritage and shared aspirations.

I thank the Filipino-American 
community for your demonstrat-
ed commitment to help uphold, 
protect and promote our Filipino 
heritage; I am confident that you 
will continue to do your part in 
contributing to the full develop-
ment of your motherland.

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas at ang 
diwa ng kalayaan!  Mabuhay ang 
sambayanang Pilipino!

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President of the Philippines

Message…

hundreds of millions of dollars. 
“The average textbook costs 

up to $100. So think about it, if 
each of California’s two million 
high school students use digital 
math and science books, that 
would mean that you could save 
the schools $300 to $400 million 
and that’s money that could be 
used for hiring more teachers or 
to make class sizes smaller,” he 

said.
According to Schwarzeneg-

ger, California is the first state 
in the United States to introduce 
this kind of initiative.

He expects that there will be 
opponents of the initiative.

But he said that the state is 
lacking money and this is “a way 
to save money and provide those 
same services in education but 
for less money.”

“I know this is, of course, a 
dramatic shift from the status 
quo and there is some resistance 
in some cases,” said Schwar-
zenegger. “But I feel that this is 
the wrong time now to hold onto 
the status quo, because this is 
one of the worst economic and 
financial crises that the state has 
been in since the Great Depres-
sion.”

“This is not at all kind of com-
pensating for, or overcoming 
our budget crisis or the money 
that has been taken from the 
schools, not by any means,” he 
added. “But it does help and this 
is what we want to do. So this 
is where the bottom line is, that 
digital textbooks will help.” n

California to introduce digital…
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