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countries on the spread of the said virus.

PANDEMIC. World Health Organization Western Pacific Region spokesman Peter Cordingley gestures as he explains the factors for
declaring a pandemic during an interview with the Associated Press Television News Thursday, June 11,in Manila. Cordingley pointed
out that the WHO is in near decision to declare a pandemic or alert level 6 on swine flu but they are still waiting development to some
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Rizal Park to rise in Australia

by PiA LEE-BRAGO
Philstar.com

MANILA - A 2.2-hectare
property in the city of Campbell-
town in New South Wales will be
developed into the Rizal Park in
Australia, according to an em-
bassy report.

In a report to the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA), Con-
sul General Eva Betita of the
Philippine Consulate General in
Sydney said the Rizal Park will
rise in what used to be an empty
reserve owned by the city gov-
ernment.

In 1988, a group of Filipino-
Australians and friends peti-
tioned the city council of Camp-
belltown to name it Rizal Park.

The project is the brainchild
of the Rizal Park Movement, a
group of five Filipino-Australian
associations that banded togeth-
er in 2006 with the common vi-
sion of making the reserve into
a park.

In June 2007, Campbelltown
formally designated the reserve
as a park to be funded by the

city council.

The Philippine Consulate Gen-
eral in Sydney has been assist-
ing the Rizal Park Movement’s
project through endorsements
and gathering support from
other Filipino-Australian asso-
ciations throughout the state of
New South Wales.

The Rizal Park projectreceived
AS$120,000 Federal Government
grant from Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd, to be used for the initial
construction of the park, includ-
ing a playground and picnic
facilities for use by the general
public.

In addition, the Campbelltown
city council will provide another
A$140,000 for further improve-
ments.

The construction plan for the
park was presented to Camp-
belltown Mayor Russell Mathe-
son, Consul General Betita, Rizal
Park Movement chair Lourdes
Kaiser, Knight Commander
Maximilio Lopez of the Knights
of Rizal, and members of the
Filipino-Australian Community
in Campbelltown last May 29.

UNICEF condemns
killing of Filipina worker

by CYNTHIA BALANA
Inquirer.net

MANILA —The United Nations
Children’s Fund on Wednesday
said the killing of its Filipino
staff member in the bombing
of the Pearl Continental Hotel
in Peshawar, Pakistan Tuesday
was “reprehensible and unac-
ceptable.”

Ann M. Veneman, UNICEF
executive director in New York,
in a statement said the UN body
was greatly saddened by the
death of Perseveranda So and
extended condolences to her
family and relatives here, as well
as the Philippine government.

Persy, as she was known to
her colleagues, had worked for
UNICEF since 1994.

“She was a dedicated and
highly committed staff mem-

ber, who worked with grace and
determination as Chief of Edu-
cation in Pakistan, earning the
respect and admiration of all
those with whom she came into
contact,” Veneman said.

“She was in Peshawar, a dan-
gerous and difficult environ-
ment, helping implement pro-
grams to assist girls in gaining
access to the education they so
desperately need,” she added.

So said that at the time of the
bombing, the hotel was hous-
ing many humanitarian workers
there to provide life-saving as-
sistance to Pakistan’s most vul-
nerable people.

“This is an attack on the
very humanitarian principles to
which Persy was dedicated, and
it is reprehensible and unac-
ceptable,” she stressed. M
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The Rizal Park Movement
plans to further improve the
park with landscaping, shade
structures, barbecue facilities,
car park, and a cycle way.

The Order of the Knights of
Rizal in New South Wales has
also committed to commission
a statue of Dr. Jose Rizal to be
placed prominently in the area.

Campbelltown is a prosper-
ous industrial-agricultural city
and hosts the third largest con-
centration of Filipino-Austra-
lians numbering 4,108. &

Ted Failon:

| should've

communicated more

MANILA - “I am a communicator [by profes-
sion], but I have to admit there were instances
when I failed to communicate,” broadcaster and
TV news anchor Ted Failon said of his relation-
ship with his wife, Trinidad “Trina” Etong, who
committed suicide in April.

Failon reported back to work on Monday as
host of the morning news/commentary program
Tambalang Failon at Sanchez on ABS-CBN’s
TeleRadyo dzMM. The first half of the two-hour
show turned into an emotional recounting of the
events following his wife’s hospitalization and
subsequent death.

On May 22, the National Bureau of Investiga-
tion concluded its probe of the case with an an-
nouncement that a major depressive disorder had
driven Etong to put a gun to her head on April 15
at their Quezon City home. She died the next day
at New Era General Hospital in Quezon City.

In on Monday’s broadcast, Failon rued that he’'d
been so engrossed in his career and looking after
his family financially that he didn’t spend enough
time with his wife.

Speaking alternately in English and Filipino, his
voice breaking intermittently, Failon explained:
“You become too comfortable with each other
sometimes. You think all is well... you’ll make up
for lost time when you retire... [The truth is] con-
stant communication from the start is required
[and] preparation for future comforts and finan-
cial well-being should not always take priority.”

His situation has changed vastly, he said.
“There’s so much missing now... [In my shoes]
another person may have broken down. Without
all the support I received, I myself may have end-
ed up at the National Center for Mental Health.”

The broadcaster paused to drink some water
(something he would do throughout the program)
and continued: “This morning was my youngest
child’s first day in high school. You watch your

daughter walking away in her new uniform...
wouldn’t you think of someone who should also
be there, watching with you?”

Failon and Etong were married 25 years.

After rushing his wife to the hospital on that
fateful day, Failon said he directed his attention
to breaking the bad news to his daughters Kaye,
23, and Karishna, 13. Kaye was in Cebu at the
time, where she’s enrolled at the American-run
International Academy for Film and Television.

Failon also resumed his anchor job on dzMM’s
7 am newscast on Monday, 53 days after he filed
for a leave of absence.

Clad simply in a white round-neck T-shirt and
blue jeans, and wearing dark glasses, Failon ar-
rived at the newsroom around 6 am In one cor-
ner hung a streamer that read, “Welcome back,
Ted!”

Related writer Shiela Marcelo: “He asked for
his script and rehearsed by reading it aloud. He
looked very excited to be back.”

Later, before he went on air for Tambalan,
Failon met with the staff. “He said he’d like to talk
about his experience for a bit, if it was okay with
us.” Marcelo said. “We all agreed. Everyone was
expecting to hear something from him anyway.”

Words of support from listeners came in the
form of text messages, said Marcelo. “He asked
us to have all the messages printed out. We gath-
ered some 30 pages and he said he would have
them framed.”

Failon’s Tambalan co-host, Korina Sanchez—
currently on leave from the program - phoned
from Japan. She said she had hoped to join him
for a week upon his return, but ABS-CBN rules
forbade it.

For himself, Failon said, the tragedy was a “pe-
riod of cleansing.” On the bright side, the broad-
caster said, “This was the time I [learned] who my
true friends were.” (Inquirer.net)
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