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The TALAG was formed by vir-
tue of EO 463 in 2006 “for the
coordination of national security
cases.”

“IALAG has already accom-
plished its mandate,” the Presi-
dent said in her directive.

Executive Secretary Eduardo
Ermita told reporters the aboli-
tion of the IALAG was upon the
“recommendation” of UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur Philip Alston,
who visited the Philippines in
2007 to check on reports of hu-
man rights violations and extra-
judicial killings in the country.

“It (EO) would show that we
are responsive to his (Alston’s)
recommendations because he
thinks this IALAG is an instru-
ment for violation of human
rights of insurgents and those
identified with the insurgents
such as militant groups, which
is not necessarily true,” Ermita
said.

“But so that there would no
longer be any questions the
President decided ‘let’s just
abolish IALAG’,” he said.

He pointed out that IALAG is
registered with the UN Human
Rights Commission. M
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MANILA - The Filipino who
was among the 228 passen-
gers of Air France Flight 447
which crashed into the Atlan-
tic Ocean has been identified,
the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs said Tuesday afternoon.

Quoting the Philippine em-
bassy in Paris, which was no-
tified by the French foreign
ministry, the DFA identified
the Filipino fatality as Arden
Jugueta, a seafarer whose
vessel docked in Rio de Ja-
neiro and who was to take a
connecting flight from Paris to
Manila.

In a statement, the DFA
said the fatality’s ship man-
ning company also confirmed
that Jugueta was on board Air
France Flight 447.

The Paris main offices of Air
France and the local shipping
agency have also communi-
cated with the Filipino seafar-
er’s family.

DFA  Secretary Alberto
Romulo has extended the
department’s deepest condo-

Qences to Miguela Jugueta, the

Filipino in crashed
flight identified

wife of Mr. Jugueta, and his
family.

The DFA said it will continue
to monitor the latest develop-
ments in the ongoing search
and rescue operations by mili-
tary and aviation authorities of
Brazil, France and Spain near
the island of Fernando de No-
ronha, about 1,500 miles east
of Rio de Janeiro.

The department said it
will also extend assistance to
Jugueta’s family.

Air France Flight 447
crashed into the Atlantic
Ocean on the evening of May
31 (Brasilia time) en route to
Paris, France from the Galeao
International Airport in Brazil.

Earlier, in his report to
the DFA, ad interim Charge
d’Affaires Christopher Mon-
tero said Brazil’s military and
aviation authorities have sent
search and rescue teams near
the island of Fernando de No-
ronha, about 1,500 miles east
of Rio de Janeiro, but have yet
to find the plane and its pas-
sengers. (Inquirer.net) Y,
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