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For kids and teenagers, this new 
technology is practically indis-
pensable. Toting PSP’s, iPods and 
iPhones, these kids were born at a 

time when clicking a mouse is a mere part of their play-
time. 

When it comes to education, This accessibility to up-to-
date information is quick, easy and best of all, light to carry 
in their bags or pockets, compared to lugging around anti-
quated, heavy and expensive textbooks.

 That is why Governor Schwarzenegger has decided to 
tap this resource for two reasons -- he believes that digi-
tal textbooks can change the way our children learn, at the 
same time, it’s cost-effective and will help the state with its 
$24-billion budget defi cit.  

The State currently spends about $330 million on instruc-
tional materials each year. The Digital Textbook Initiative  
would save California hundreds of millions of dollars by 
eliminating all funding for regular textbooks and other ma-
terials.

The initiative will pave the way for easier access to free 
digital texts in California’s schools, and will continually be 
updated as they develop.  Students will have access to the 
most up-to-date information, rather than settling for out-
dated print materials.

California is home to the Silicon Valley and to software 
giants and fi rst-class university systems known around the 
world. The State must take the lead to use these techno-
logical resources to develop learning to serve the students, 

parents, teachers and 
schools better.

“As the music and 
newspaper industries will 
attest, those who adapt 
quickly to changing con-
sumer and business de-
mands will thrive in our 
increasingly digital soci-
ety and world economy,” 
said Gov. Schwarzeneg-
ger and added, “Digital 
textbooks can help us 
achieve those goals and 
ensure that California’s 
students continue to 
thrive in the global mar-
ketplace.”

Some educators, how-
ever, argue that the ini-
tiative will be more costly 
than economical. Equip-
ment costs money and 
teacher training would 
require more working 
computers and online 
access.   

Would it risk the quality of education? The clamor for 
digital music, online social networking sites and other tools 

used to surf the information highway, shows that young 
people can easily adopt the system and will embrace it.

And environment-wise, just think of the millions of trees 
that will be saved. (AJPress)
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EDITORIAL

HALFWAY through the year, the 
month of June signals many begin-
nings — the start of the rainy sea-
son, the beginning of classes, the 
new life of newly married couples. 
Next year, as in previous election 
years, June will be a new adminis-
tration under a newly-elected Presi-
dent. More importantly, Filipinos 
must not forget the importance of 
June as the month when Filipinos 
declared their independence from 
Spain after more than four centuries 
of Hispanic rule.

The whole nation celebrates 111 years of 
Philippine Independence. Our people, espe-
cially the youth, must not forget the birth of 
the Philippine nation on June 12, 1898. After 
many months of struggle and resistance, an 
immense and jubilant crowd of Filipinos led by 
Emilio Aguinaldo, gathered in Kawit, Cavite, to 
proclaim their independence. This was when 
the Filipino Flag was fi rst hoisted up. It was 
also during this historic moment that the pub-
lic fi rst heard the national anthem, majestically 
played by a marching band.

Few people know that our anthem, com-
posed by Julian Felipe, had no lyrics at fi rst, 

infl uenced by the Spanish anthem 
which, to this day, has no lyrics. It 
was only after the Filipinos saw the 
Americans singing their national an-
them that Spanish lyrics were add-
ed the following year, culled from 
a poem entitled Filipinas by poet 
and soldier Jose Palma (Tierra ado-
rada, hija del sol de Oriente…). The 
original title of our national anthem 
was Marcha Filipina Magdalo, later 
changed to Marcha Nacional Filipi-
na. Because of its stirring music, the 

spirit of nationalism was even more enkindled 
among Filipinos to the point that Americans 
interpreted their stance as seditious. Hence, 
singing the anthem and display of the Filipino 
fl ag was banned. Five years after the Philip-
pine Commonwealth was established in 1935, 
an English version was commissioned, the 
Philippine Hymn, written by educator, Senator 
Camilo Osias and an American named Mary 
A. Lane (Land of the morning, child of the son 
returning…). Such was the fervor and fi re of 
nationalism expressed throughout various 
generations thereafter. During the Japanese 
occupation in World War II, the fi rst Tagalog 
translation sung was Diwa ng Bayan (Lupang 

mapalad, Na mutya ng silangan…). After this, 
O Sintang Lupa (O sintang lupa, Perlas ng Si-
langanan…) by Balmaceda, Santos and Cabal-
lo was used from 1948 after the US declared 
our independence in 1946 up to 1956. Finally, 
under President Magsaysay, a version in Ta-
galog was made offi cial and this was entitled 
Lupang Hinirang by Ildefonso Santos & Julian 
Balmaceda, 1940 (Bayang magiliw, perlas ng 
silanganan…. ). The various versions in three 
different languages attest to a strong spirit of 
nationalism and love for freedom among our 
race emblazoned in the pages of our history. 
No wonder there were such loud protest when 
the national anthem was sung avant-garde dur-
ing a famous Filipino boxer’s recent matching 
event recently held in Las Vegas.

Not long after, following the victorious year 
in 1898, the United States aggressively pushed 
its rule over the new republic and was quick to 
smother the fl ames of new-found Filipino inde-
pendence. It was then set on launching and ex-
panding its imperial conquests in the attractive 
strongholds of the Pacifi c region, and the Phil-
ippines was a perfect strategic point to do so. 
In 1941, when the Philippines was occupied by 
the Japanese, General Aguinaldo would again  
lead the people to unite as one and cooperate 

wholeheartedly with the United States in order 
to save our democracy. After combined Filipi-
no and American forces defeated the Japanese 
in 1946, former US President Harry Truman 
recognized our impendence, and declared this 
on July 4, the same day America celebrates 
its independence. But President Diosdado P. 
Macapagal offi cially changed the date of Phil-
ippine independence from July 4 to June 12 
with a grand celebration in 1962, with Gen. 
Aguinaldo, then 93, as Guest of Honor. As his 
Cabinet member, this columnist had the privi-
lege of recommending this change. I believe 
that countries are supposed to celebrate their 
independence on the day they declared it, and 
not as other governments, especially coloniz-
ers, recognized it.

These great deeds are more than enough 
reason to celebrate in June; but sadly for many, 
June 12 is just an ordinary holiday. We should 
think how our nation and its democracy have 
progressed from that time our brave heroes 
have fi rst declared independence. This should 
make a good topic for our young students to 
refl ect on, one way in which they and the fu-
ture generations will retain in their memory 
the sacrifi ces made by our forefathers more 
than a century ago. (Philstar.com)

I PUT together this 
chart, which lists the 
plebiscites on constitu-
tional amendments that 
took place from 1935 to 
1987. As a kind of frame 
of reference, I have also 
included similar data 
concerning presidential 
elections that took place 
soon before or after these 
plebiscites. And then, the 
fi gures (when available) 
for total registered voters and the 
fi gures for our national population 
as a whole.

Our national experience with con-
stitutional plebiscites has been one 
of public involvement. Our current, 
and rather well-developed and fairly 
extensive, constitutional evolution 
since 1935, when the Philippine state 
as we pretty much know it today was 
fi nally fl eshed out, also has a high 
batting average for administrations: 
only once, in 1967, did the electorate 
reject plebiscite proposals.

In broad strokes, the 
various proposals to 
amend the Constitution 
can be described as ei-
ther evolutionary, that is, 
to reform and improve the 
existing setup, or to make 
as clean a break with the 
previous constitutional or-
der as possible or mark a 
distinct new chapter in our 
national life by means of 
promulgating a new con-

stitution.
There are some trends that affected 

the ability of offi cialdom to propose 
changes, and the responsiveness of 
the public. The two most important, 
to my mind, are the acceleration of 
the expansion of the electorate that 
took place after 1935, and (a con-
temporary development) innovations 
in evaluating and reporting public 
opinion when, in 1933, surveys be-
gan to appear on the scene.

If you look at the chart, you will 
notice that after 1935, the elector-

ate expanded substantially, so that 
in a mere fi ve years, it basically 
doubled. You will also see, however, 
the relatively low participation both 
in plebiscites and elections by those 
registered to vote (particularly by 
today’s standards, but remarked on 
even by contemporary observers). 
Contemporary observers attributed 
this mainly to the predictable out-
come of elections, because of the es-
sentially one-party nature of politics 
at the time, and the decades-long 
dominance of national leaders. Since 
the electorate was still rather limited 
during the prewar period, it also sug-
gests greater cohesion between the 
electorate and their leaders; having 
more in common, there was much 
less to be controversial enough to 
excite the electorate and drive them 
to the polls.

World War II and the rise of a new 
generation of leaders during that 
time changed that; and then popula-
tion growth accelerated to the extent 
that within 20 years after the end 

of the war, the electorate basically 
tripled; and in the 20 years of the 
Marcos administration the elector-
ate then basically doubled; and since 
the fall of Marcos, the electorate has 
nearly doubled again.

From 1935 to the present, the 
population has quintupled, and the 
electorate, which was 45,029,443 in 
2007, has increased 28 times in the 
same period. This is a massive in-
crease that the political class, much 
as it is almost unrecognizable today 
from the one in power in the 1930s 
(decimated by the infl ux of middle-
class challengers in the 1950s and 
1960s, and guerrillas, warlords, and 
former rebels in the same period and 
to date), has had great diffi culty cop-
ing with. One answer has been to 
engage in gerrymandering, atomiz-
ing the constituencies to keep them 
manageable. Another has been to 
learn mass media methods, as well 
as wholesale fraud instead of the tra-
ditional retail kind. And still another 
has been to propose revising the 

rules of the political game by means 
of constitutional amendments.

But as a percentage of the public, 
and of the electorate, I wonder if we 
have a bigger per capita population 
of politicians than, say, in the 1970s 
or 1930s, but even more isolated to-
day than it was during past periods 
of constitutional experimentation.

Whatever the political class (com-
posed of politicians from all the 
provinces and cities of the country) 
wants, the chances are high that 
their desires are not in keeping with 
what the national electorate wants. 
And that’s because, for all intents 
and purposes, the national elector-
ate is heavily skewed, by force of 
numbers, towards what the elector-
ate in the National Capitol Region 
and Regions III and IV-A want.

I have tackled what I believe are 
the requirements for success in pro-
posing constitutional amendments 
in my Nov. 26, 2008 blog entry, “The 
worm within.” You may want to re-
view that. (Inquirer.net)
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WITH the onset of new and more portable technology like laptops 
and cellphones with wireless internet, almost everyone is capable of 
getting information off the net, engaging themselves in intelligent 
discussions through blogs and social networking sites and doing it all 
singlehandedly with a push of a button. 
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