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were already in the pipeline.
Surrounded by his Cabinet, 

Obama emphasized what has 
become a dominant issue of pub-
lic concern — an economy that 
keeps bleeding jobs — on the 
day after returning from a week 
of diplomacy and sightseeing in 
the Middle East and Europe.

He concentrated on the billions 
of dollars from a taxpayer-funded 
plan that will be disbursed this 
summer, spurring new debate 
about just how much the $787 
billion stimulus plan is helping.

“We’ve done more than ever, 
faster than ever, more respon-
sibly than ever, to get the gears 
of the economy moving again,” 
Obama said. Based on the work 
done across a broad spectrum of 
federal agencies during the first 
100 days of the administration, 
the president said, “we’re in a 
position to really accelerate.”

But at the same time, he said 
he wasn’t happy with the prog-
ress made so far and pressed his 
Cabinet to keep at it.

He said he was pleased the 
economy lost fewer jobs in May 
than experts anticipated, assert-
ing that was a sign things were 
moving in the right direction. But 
he said the 345,000 losses were 
still too many, and he cautioned 
bluntly that “we’re still in the 
middle of a very deep recession” 
and “it’s going to take a consid-
erable amount of time for us to 
pull out.”

The jobs initiative under the 
stimulus law covers an array of 
public works ranging from parks 

and wastewater projects to im-
provements at military facilities, 
airports and veterans medical 
centers.

The ramp-up is not surprising; 
the administration has always 
viewed the summer as a peak 
for stimulus spending, as bet-
ter weather permits more public 
works construction and federal 
agencies have processed more 
requests.

Republicans remain critical of 
the stimulus spending, slamming 
it as a big government program 
that ultimately will do little for 
recovery.

Said Obama: “Our ultimate 
goal is making sure that the aver-
age family out there, mom work-
ing, dad working — that they are 
able to pay their bills, feel some 
job security, make their mort-
gage payments.”

The sheer enormity of the 
spending plan and its long-term 
costs to the public have raised 
concern for many Americans and 
given Republicans a foothold.

A recent Associated Press-
GfK poll found that 41 percent 
of those surveyed disapproved of 
Obama’s handling of the deficit, 
his highest disapproval rating 

on any subject polled. Other sur-
veys show that the public is par-
ticularly attuned to government 
spending and the amount of red 
ink in the budget.

Without naming names, 
Obama shot back at skeptics dur-
ing the Cabinet meeting.

“I know that they are some 
who, despite all evidence to the 
contrary, still don’t believe in the 
necessity and promise of this 
recovery,” Obama said. “And I 
would suggest to them that they 
talk to the companies who, be-
cause of this plan, scrapped the 
idea of laying off employees and 
in fact decided to hire employees. 
Tell that to the Americans who 
received that unexpected call 
saying, `Come back to work.’”

The White House announced 
a Web site, http://www.white-
house.gov/recovery, to allow 
people to share stories and vid-
eos of projects in their towns.

Just how much of an impact 
Obama’s recovery program had 
on the pace of job losses is up for 
debate.

Federal agencies will re-
lease billions of stimulus dol-
lars to states in the coming 
months.(AP)
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Phoenix; Nye County, Nev., near 
Las Vegas; Osceola County, Fla., 
south of Orlando; and Madera 
County, Calif., north of Fresno.

In April, bankruptcy rates rose 
in more than four-fifths of the 
nation’s counties, from both the 
previous year and the previous 
month. The largest gains were in 
areas of Alabama, Georgia and 
Tennessee, as well as California’s 
Riverside County and Nevada’s 
Nye County.

Unemployment appears to be 
showing greater influence on 
foreclosures and bankruptcies, 
according to the AP’s analysis.

In Nevada, layoffs in the gam-
ing industry appear to be con-
tributing to rising foreclosures, 
said Mary Greenspan, a mort-

Recession’ grip eases…
gage broker in Nye County. The 
outer suburb of Las Vegas saw 
the nation’s largest percentage 
increase in foreclosures from 
March to April: Almost 1 percent-
age point, to nearly 6.3 percent.

In areas of the Southeast – 
South Carolina, Georgia and parts 
of North Carolina – “manufactur-
ing industries are hurting pretty 
badly,” said Steven Cochrane, 
managing director of Moody’s 
Economy.com. Chemicals, plas-
tics and some autos are made 
there and shipped overseas. But 
demand has slid as foreign buy-
ers have endured their own eco-
nomic troubles, he said.

Over the next three to six 
months, Cochrane predicts more 
economic stress in Michigan and 
Ohio “as we see a lot of auto-re-
lated jobs disappear.” n
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