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GMA trip bags $2 billion
in investment pledges

by PAoLO ROMERO

Philstar.com

MANILA - President Arroyo arrived on June 7
from an eight-day trip to South Korea and Russia
where over $2 billion in investment and financial
commitments were secured and diplomatic and
security ties with the two countries were strength-
ened, Malacafiang said on Sunday .

Arroyo arrived aboard a Philippine Airlines flight
at the Centennial Terminal at around 7:50am with
First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo along with
some Cabinet officials. She was met by Executive
Secretary Eduardo Ermita.

Press Secretary Cerge Remonde, who accompa-
nied Arroyo to the trip, told an early news briefing
at the airport that “the President was focused on
labor and opening markets for our products in ev-
ery country she visited.”

“All in all, we were able to get a total investment
commitment of $2.211 billion,” Remonde said.

In Seoul, South Korea, the President joined the
celebration for the 60th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between the Phil-
ippines and South Korea. While in Korea, she also
joined other heads of state in the region to attend
the Asean-Republic of Korea Commemorative
Summit.

She also held bilateral talks with South Ko-
rean President Lee Myung Bak and Vietnamese
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung, who agreed
to strengthen his country’s defense cooperation
with the Philippines and work together to maintain
stability in the disputed areas in the South China
Sea.

Among the investment commitments secured
during the trip are $12.97 million from the Korea
International Cooperation Agency for a rice pro-
cessing complex that will be built in Luzon; $150
million from the Export-Import Bank of Korea for
alternative energy projects and an additional $475
million for similar ventures, including $175 mil-

lion from Eco-Solutions for a jathropha plantation
in South Cotabato and $300 million of investment
from Enviro-Plasma for a sugar ethanol plant in
Clark.

Korean firm M Castle also pledged to push tour-
ism projects in Subic worth $1.521 billion while
Dong Wang is planning to put up a $515 million
hotel and golf course in Clark, Remonde said.

Other investment pledges include the $6.52 mil-
lion for an agricultural project; $10.9 million for
the expansion of the Malinao Dam in Bohol; and
$49 million for a coconut shell processing plant.

Remonde said Hanjin, one of the biggest inves-
tors in the Philippines, informed Arroyo of plans
to put up a ship component facility in addition to
their ship building complex in Subic. The facility is
expected to generate $29 million in annual aver-
age production value.

In Russia, Arroyo was able to boost trade, tour-
ism as well as defense ties following meeting with
President Dmitry Medvedeyv at the sidelines of the
13th St. Petersburg International Economic Fo-
rum.

The two leaders gave the go-signal for the sign-
ing of the air agreement allowing direct flights
between the two countries. Negotiations for the
agreement have been concluded last year.

He said the President and the Russian leader
also agreed to strengthen security cooperation
starting with the exchange of defense attaches.

Remonde said during the forum, Arroyo “really
stood as the voice of the Third World and the de-
veloping nations.”

“The President was really able to project the
need for the world to look at the economic global
perspectives not only from the optics of the de-
veloped countries but especially the developing
countries,” he said. M
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by TONETTE OREJAS
Inquirer.net

MANILA - In a well-kept bun-
galow that Arden Jugueta built
for his family in Barangay Bu-
liran in San Miguel, Bulacan,
there is a heavy sense of gloom.

The man of the house is still
not home, his scheduled return
delayed by three days now.

“Until we see his body, I be-
lieve he’s still alive,” said Jugue-
ta’s wife, Miguela, 41.

A representative of Air France
had called Miguela to confirm
that her husband was among
the 228 passengers on the plane
that crashed into the Atlantic
Ocean on May 31.

“He (Air France representa-
tive) told me, ‘Condolence.” I
said, ‘I won’t believe he’s dead
until I have his body.” Bong
(Jugueta) is a good swimmer. He
might have survived,” Miguela
told the Philippine Daily In-
quirer in a phone interview on
Thursday.

Employed by El Borg Ship-
ping Management as a fitter-
mechanic on a vessel in Brazil,
Jugueta was on his way home
after finishing his three-month
contract.

Turning 42 on July 9, Jugu-
eta had been a seaman for 18
years.

“He last called me before he
boarded the plane for the 7pm
flight,” Miguela recalled.

Don’t take that flight

She said she discouraged her
husband from taking that May
31 flight from Rio de Janiero.

%24

GAWAD KALINGA

GLOBAL SUMMIT 2009

BOSTON, USA | MARRIOTT CAMBRIDGE

—n,

- JUNE 12-14, 2009 |
\

.

DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS. .
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES.

ONE COMMON GOAL:
A WORLD WITHOUT POVERTY

http://www.asianjournal.com ¢ (213) 250-9797

AIR FRANCE JET CRASH
Seaman’s wife: ‘He’s still alive’

“I advised him to rebook
the flight to May 28 so that he
wouldn’t have to pay for his ho-
tel accommodation and he could
have more days of vacation here
(Bulacan). He was rather shy to
ask the company because it al-
ways shouldered the fare for his
vacation,” Miguela said.

“So he took the flight together
with his Croatian boss and a Ro-
manian co-employee,” she said.

Gold necklace

She spent the past few days
in prayers for his safety. Arden,
she said, kept deep faith in God.
He always wore a gold necklace
with a crucifix pendant and car-
ried in his pocket a prayer book-
let with the image of St. Joseph,
the patron of fathers.

“I cannot do anything if this is
the will of God, but I continue to
hope he is still alive,” Miguela
said.

Thursday was sadder because
it was the 20th birthday of Argel,
their eldest son.

“Bong always tries to be
around during his children’s
birthdays,” Miguela said.

Argel has taken a leave of ab-
sence from work as a seaman in
Indonesia and is expected to be
home on Friday, according to
Miguela.

“The last time we saw him
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FREE AT LAST. Kidnapped victim Lea Laping Patris, right, is escorted by Philippine Marine
Captain Neil Estrella as they disembark from a navy boat Sunday, June 7, in Zamboanga
City. Laping escaped from her abductors, members of the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf,
as they tried to evade a marine offensive that killed three kidnappers.
AP Photo by Al Jacinto
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(Arden) was on March 3 [when
he left for Brazill,” she said.

Because her husband was fre-
quently working overseas dur-
ing their 19 years of marriage,
Miguela has worked full-time
as a mother to raise their three
children. Aleli is 17 and Arden
Jr.is 15.

Happy memories

Their relatives have tried to
comfort the children by talking
about their happy memories
with their father, said Rommel
Ramos, Miguela’s cousin.

Miguela has not discussed
insurance matters with her hus-
band’s company or Air France.
“Not yet, I won’t until [we are
surel he’s dead,” she said.

Should that come, she said
she would need assistance for
the education of Aleli and Ar-
den Jr. “That’s the reason that
Bong has been working abroad.
He wants the kids to get a good
education, to live comfortably,”
she said.

“I can say that Arden is the
perfect husband and father to
my three kids. He’s a good pro-
vider so this is difficult to ac-
cept,” she said.

Air France has told families
of passengers aboard Flight
447 to abandon any hope of
survivors. M

1 e, oo oy ey o i ) et
medical rescaech sy 0 evalinee
e elferivencs and salety of =

* Phrynical exam and stody related medical care st WOV COST.

# Free Smudy medication

* Compensation up o 3300 for ime and trave] expenses.

To learn more aboul the study of Lo participale, Conlact:
Medvin Clinlcal Research
12291 Washinglon Blvd., Suite 300 Whittier, CTA 90606
Ph: 562-945-7T2152
Email: info@medvinresearch.com
wwnw, medvinresearch.com

A HEALTHY

D

BEAUTIFUL

SMILE everytime at the

ot Ly DRIEEY

Your search for a good family dentist is over.
P WE'LL SHOW YOU WHY: S

T MY WAL CANY - Provided by i Giring s Py il il B provist VOU el

v iyl WAl ) personl imaah

POUR COMIGET 1% DUR OOMCERN - Wscr arfnies? B, Sl R bers acarly viceymms

o pudn, ow T o e hope i B inariul Compuien, g oS hagh-iech sk, e mnrieg

e e Sk i phule o D e ey Sestsin ofan,

FULL SEEVICE FRCILITY - Wi pur Labi oo pewmine,. g Eanily's dewtyl meady com ol e freaiwy

ey g ro BvefpBong 11 Gars Switeend tn oo Mrsari Cheary, B tisg. Bosing

Wy gl et | vy Shing o ko yoey I e et

STATE OF Tl ART TOCHRSLOLY - (e 1M b fostimilly eaifing ahd ipediling ey i 1

prosce co by o desl Py,

LOTE OF BokTS 10 T - berryons i afiesd (ire Repdsd Ssirassin & s cnilly We Sl

Ty i b Tt s e plaee s T mpie bevanar we G ol B paperserh o yoed

DMERCEMCIES - o Sl 5 fud coierd DLl Flrgeiahid Feoetve ub B8Se. Wer're oo ol
| 24 by g Ay T 2a o e, STOR FOOA ROFFERING NOW and ol

o

JiGlobe Swhdmaibs—~ & HSERFODATY SMART

H e harve gquestions: of would Bke bo male an appoiniment fof you of one
of e famiBy merniters, then call one of B ofioes most comvenient iof you

1137 . S Bewsracroird: Food

COVINA
(626) 967-3599




