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NV Senator Ensign not inclined to
support Filipino WWII Veterans in RP

by DyMPHNA CaLica-La Putt
AJPress

LAS VEGAS - Not wanting to
raise the standard of living of
war veterans living in the Phil-
ippines, Nevada Senator John
Ensign is not inclined to support
a move to increase the federal
benefits of these former sol-
diers.

“If they got the same amount
of money as veterans here, we
would basically allow them to
live at a much higher level of
standard of living than any vet-
erans that we provide for in the
United States,” Ensign said.

The senator spoke during a
monthly luncheon of the Asian
Chamber of Commerce at the
Palace Station Hotel, Las Vegas,
last Friday, May 29.

Rozita Lee, vice chair of the
National Federation of Fili-
pino American Associations,
had asked Sen. Ensign what
he would do with regard to the
campaign for full equity for Fili-
pino World War II veterans liv-
ing in the Philippines.

In a separate interview, Lee
said the Filipino community
is disappointed over disparate
compensations  for veterans
based on where they currently
reside.

“Why should there be different
compensations made to veterans
because of where they live?” she
told the Asian Journal.

“They fought in the same war
side by side with American sol-
diers, caught the same bullets
the enemy fired, fought and died
for America. They were prom-
ised by President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt that they would be
accorded the same benefits as
American soldiers,” she added.

It will be recalled that during
deliberations in Congress early
this year, Sen. Ensign voted
against giving these war veter-
ans the same amount as those
living in the United States .

As a result, the US govern-
ment authorized one-time lump
sum payments of $15,000 each
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to Filipino World War II veter-
ans who are US citizens as well
as those residing in the United
States . Veterans who fought in
the same war, but are currently
living in the Philippines were
given a smaller amount of only
$9,000.

The financial compensation
package was part of the Obama
administration’s American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act
which was signed into law last
February.

Filipino-American groups
questioned the vote of the Ne-
vada Republican senator whose
paternal grandfather was born
in the Philippines and is half-
Filipino. This makes Ensign one-
eighth Filipino.

At the luncheon last Friday,
May 29, Sen. Ensign asked
members of the Asian Chamber
of Commerce to understand his
vote.

“Ijust didn’t think it was right.
That is why I voted against it. I
hope you understand,” he said.

He added, “I didn’t think that
the money we were giving vet-
erans living in the Philippines
was right because the standard
of living is a lot less there.”
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It was almost 60 years ago
when US President Franklin
Roosevelt promised Filipinos
military benefits if they fight as
soldiers with the American mili-
tary against the invading Japa-
nese during World War II. How-
ever, in 1946, the US Congress
passed the Rescission Act which
stripped Filipinos of the benefits
they were promised. Of the 66
countries allied with the United
States during the war, only Fili-
pinos were denied military ben-
efits.

Since then, several bills have
been introduced in Congress in

an attempt to give full equity to
these Filipino war veterans.

It was only last February that
the US government finally set
aside $198 million for benefits
of Filipino veterans. Of the over
200,000 Filipinos who fought
alongside American soldiers 60
years ago, fewer than 18,000 are
alive today.

But several Filipino-Ameri-
can groups are still working to
give full equity to these veterans
and their families. The National
Alliance for Filipino Veterans
Equity is spearheading the cam-
paign. M

other first responders.

" Statement by the President |
on the transition to
all-digital programming

WASHINGTON - On June 12 the nation’s full-power television
stations will switch to all-digital programming. The transition to

digital will free up airwaves for broadband and enhanced emer-
gency communications for our police officers, firefighters, and

“In February, I worked with Congress to postpone the deadline
television broadcasters had to end their analog signals, because
it was clear that millions of Americans would have been left in
the dark if the conversion had gone on as planned. I directed key
members of my Administration to reach out and help Americans,
especially those in our most vulnerable communities, to make the

Kwuch to digital television,” the President said. M

Michelle Obama replaces chief of staff

WASHINGTON - First lady
Michelle Obama is replacing
her chief of staff with a longtime
friend and adviser from Chica-
go.

Jackie Norris will become a
senior adviser to the Corpora-
tion for National and Community
Service.

Replacing Norris as chief
of staff will be Mrs. Obama’s
longtime friend Susan Sher.

Sher joined the administration
as an associate counsel to the
president. Sher and Mrs. Obama
worked together at the Univer-
sity of Chicago Medical Center.

Norris worked on the presi-
dent’s campaign in lowa.

Norris will continue to work
with the first lady’s office and the
administration as it implements a
new law to expand national com-
munity service programs. (AP)

Pacquiao is 57th in Forbes...
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1 spot and Oprah Winfrey ranked 2nd, Madonna 3rd, and Beyonce
Knowles 4rth rounds out the top four.

Notable athletes Tiger Woods ranked 5th, Kobe Bryant 10th, Mi-
chael Jordan and Lebron James placed 18th and 19th, respectively.
Indy car racer Danica Patrick ranked 100.

According to Forbes, Pacquiao earned $40 million in entertain-
ment income from June 2008 to June 2009.

Earlier in the year, Pacquiao made it into Time Magazine’s 100
Most Influential People. M
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