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THE Association for Filipinos Abroad and 
their Relatives (AFAR) petitioned the Commis-
sion on Elections (COMELEC) in the Philippines 
for registration as a Party List.  The COMELEC 
may grant a hearing before November this year.  
Under Philippine Election Laws, sectors, like 
the youth, poor, farmers and migrants, among 
others, may be represented in Congress, if said 
partylist gets at least 2 % of total votes. Gaug-
ing from the last elections, a partylist needs at 
least 400,000 to 500,000 votes to get one seat in 
Congress. A maximum of 3 seats may be alloted 
to a partylist, if it gets the required votes needed 
for 3 representatives.

 AFAR registered to represent migrants, in-
cluding Overseas Filipino Workers.  This sec-
tor has no effective representation in Congress, 
hence AFAR is born out of the need to fight for 
migrants.  Its programs include expanding the 
staff in each Embassy and Consulate around the 
world to keep track of all OFWs and to provide 
free legal and other services.  OFWs work hard 
in foreign countries to take care of their loved 
ones back home.  AFAR’s program will also 

reach out to families in the Philippines, to en-
sure that their health and well being is being 
taken cared of.  

Migrants will have to do their share in order 
to ensure that AFAR gets to represent them.  
Votes count and migrants will have to regis-
ter as Overseas Absentee Voter (OAV) to get a 
mailed-in ballot.  The deadline for registration 
as an OAV is end of August.  AFAR’s website 
www.afar-phil.com has the OAV form and the 
list of Consular offices where you may mail your 
OAV. 

 Migrants in the United States, if US citizens, 
will have to elect first to become dual citizens.  
The program is also found in AFAR’s website.  
Filipinos in the US holding Philippine passports 
may only register as OAVs.

 So far, AFAR has a worldwide structure, with 
Dr. Epimaco Densing, Jr. as the World Presi-
dent.  In order to ensure that all migrants are 
represented in AFAR, there are regional offices 
located around the world.  Policies that would 
govern AFAR’s future direction will be based on 
population in every region. n

AFAR petitions to become party list in RP

MANILA – Former police colo-
nel Cezar Mancao II requested 
that a bulletproof vest be put 
on him when he returns to the 
country later this week for the re-
investigation of the 2000 Dacer-
Corbito murders.

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza-
lez said on Tuesday Mancao’s 
lawyer, Arnedo Valera, relayed 
his client’s request for the secu-
rity precaution.

“I received a call from (Man-
cao’s lawyer) asking that he be 
given a bulletproof vest,” Gonza-

lez said.
Gonzalez added that Valera and 

Mancao’s wife, Maricar, would 
just follow Mancao to the Philip-
pines instead of coming along on 
the same flight from the United 
States as initially planned.

Gonzalez said Mancao’s flight 
for the Philippines has been 
booked and scheduled to arrive 
on Thursday.

The justice secretary said 
Mancao would be in the custody 
of the NBI upon his arrival in the 
country.

Gonzalez has repeatedly said 
that the Department of Justice 
(DoJ)has yet to receive any spe-
cific threat to Mancao, the gov-
ernment would not take his secu-
rity for granted.

Gonzalez said the DoJ could 
give the other Dacer-Corbito ac-
cused, Glenn Dumlao, two weeks 
to arrive in the country before 
starting a new preliminary in-
vestigation that would take in 
Mancao and Dumlao’s new tes-
timonies.

The justice secretary said that 
Dumlao’s return would hinge on 
how satisfactory his deposition 
would be in connection with the 
extradition hearing of another co-
accused in the case, Michael Ray 
Aquino, in a New Jersey court.

He said the deposition would 
be the only legal hurdle to Dum-
lao’s extradition as Dumlao al-
ready dropped his habeas corpus 
case against the US authorities.

Gonzalez said he preferred 
that Mancao and Dumlao be in 
the country before the prelimi-
nary investigation. He said he 
would not want to have separate 
proceedings for Mancao and 
Dumlao’s testimonies.

Mancao is a former aide of 
Senator Panfilo Lacson, who was 
chief of the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) when publicist Sal-
vador Dacer and his driver Em-
manuel Corbito were murdered.

Dumlao was a former subordi-
nate of Mancao.

Lacson had denied involve-
ment in the Dacer-Corbito case. 
(Inquirer.net)
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