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DATELINE PHILIPPINES

Arroyo: There will be elections in 2010

Says party merger ‘tangible proof’

by LIRA DALANGIN-FERNANDEZ

Inquirer.net
ETTING off the election
fever, President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo  de-

clared that elections would push
through in May 2010 and that
the merged Lakas-Kampi-CMD
(Christian Muslims Democrats)
party would dominate it.

At the same time, the President
gave marching orders to her al-
lies to stand “strong and united”
behind the merged party, which

she said was the “best guarantee
for success in 2010.”

After shunning talk of poli-
tics in the past months, Arroyo
came out strongly on Thursday,
May 28 during the merger of
the two administration parties,
as she shot back at critics who
said that Charter change efforts
were meant to extend her stay
in office and postpone the 2010
elections.

The President said the merger
of the two parties was a “tangible

Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

Erap eyes own merger of opposition parties

by Jose RobeL CLAPANO
Philstar.com

AN FELIPE, Zambales—

Former President Joseph

Estrada hinted last May
28 at the possible merger of his
party, the Pwersa ng Masang
Pilipino (PMP), with PDP-Laban,
the Nationalist People’s Coalition
(NPCO) and the Liberal Party (LP)
for the national elections next
year.

In an interview, Estrada said
a merged PMP, PDP-Laban,
NPC and LP would all the more
strengthen the opposition in
2010.

Estrada also belittled the chanc-
es of administration candidates
even with a merged Lakas and
Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino
(Kampi).

“Like in the 2007 senatorial
elections, wehaveastronglineup of
candidates for the 2010 elections.
The administration will enter the
needle’s eye. The opposition will
be an issue-oriented one in next
year’s elections,” Estrada said.

He said that the administration
will have a hard time explaining
to the people the issues on “ris-
ing unemployment, rampant graft
and corruption and the peace and
order problems in the country to-
day.”

“Our country has been named
as the most corrupt country in
Asia; second to the most corrupt

country all over the world. Inter-
national human rights groups also
tagged the Philippines as a very
dangerous place for journalists.

We would easily beat the adminis-
tration candidates,” Estrada said,
adding that Filipino voters of to-
day are intelligent. (Philstar.com)

proof” that elections would be
held next year.

“Cynics and detractors love to
paint grim scenarios on the can-
cellation of the 2010 elections,”
she said in a speech, adding,
“Let this merger of Lakas and
Kampi be tangible proof of the
administration’s readiness nay
determination to help ensure that
the election do push through.”

“I need you with me, strong
and united. That's why here, at
least in our house, there is no
other way forward but to be one,
act as one, win as one,” she said.

“The emergence of the Lakas-
Kampi-CMD as one party is our
finest weapon and perhaps our
best guarantee for success in
the 2010 elections. 1 look upon
Lakas-Kampi moving as one,
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Afty. Samecn specislizes in business immigration, particulasty the lemporary warker [H), Intra-company
transfer (L) and imvestor (E) visa classifications, She obiains immigrant visas for nationally and
intsrationally scclaimed artists throwgh extracrdinary abdlity visas (EB1). She also obtalns
employment-based immigrant visas for executives and multi-national managers (EB1), advanced
dagres holders (EBZ), professionals and skilled workers (EE3), and healihcane workers [Schedule A)
Ma. Samson has ales been succsssful in obtaining immigram visss for clents under
VAWA (Violence Agains! Women Act). Ms, Samson handies family-based Immigrant visas,
incleding flance(e) visas, and non-immégrant applications, particulasty visitor (B1/B2) and siudent (F
wisa classifications. Her other responsibilities include immigration cases involving deportabion
remcval delfense and ssylum cases. Ms. Samson also practices family law cases, including diverce,
child cusiody and child support. Ms. Samaocn ks a member of the Siats Bar of Calilornia,
the American immigration Lavwyers Association and the Baverly Hills Bar Association
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RHEA V. SAMSON, Esq.

Juris Doctor, Ateneo de Manila I.Inl'ureri.lty,
Author, "‘Wurking With Labor Laws,”
Published by Ateneo Press and University of Hawaii Press
Professor, Ateneo de Manila University

Visit our website: www.samsonlawcorp.com
3550 Wiishire Blvd., Suite 1765, Los Angeles, CA 20010
Phone: 213.249.1605 « Fax: (213) 637-5637

Email: info@samsonlawcorp.com
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE INITIAL OFFICE CONSULTATION.

"TER LIFE FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
THE DEMAND FOR NURSES NEVER WANES!!!

fighting as one, as the instrument
and beacon for electing the best,
most qualified, and the worthiest
leaders of our country,” she said.
Arroyo, founder of Kampi and
chairman of Lakas, acknowl-
edged that “rarely we have been
unanimous in our thinking and
opinions, but I hope that all of
us will be disciplined enough to
support the party stand.”

Lakas-CMD executive director
Rey Roquero said that with that
merger, there would now be “a
well of presidential candidates”
gravitating towards the adminis-
tration party.

Two of the potential presiden-
tial candidates—Vice President
Noli de Castro and Defense Sec-
retary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.—at-
tended the merger.
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AMIBAL F. SAMCHEZ ESQ,
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Looking for Alternatives?
We Offer Solutions for
difficult cases.

We provide you with unique
Immigration options.

"WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER PERMANENT
RESIDENCY TO CANADA IN 1 YEAR!
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WE PROVIDE:

» Removal/ Deportation defense
* High Success rate with Immigrant and

non-immigrant waivers

* |ntercompany Transfer Visa (L-1A and L-1B)

« Difficult H1B and other Professional Visas
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