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Arum said he doesn’t believe that Floyd Mayweather Jr., the come-
backing ex-pound-for-pound king, will be available by then.

“I think Mayweather would not really be available this year,” Arum 
told boxingscene.com, referring to the undefeated American who 
will climb the ring on July 17 against Juan Manuel Marquez, the 
counter-puncher from Mexico.

Assuming that he wins that fight, as fight fans see him doing, it 
may be too difficult for Mayweather to fight Pacquiao three months 
after, even if he rests for a month and trains for two months.

It may be possible, but Arum doesn’t think Mayweather would do 
it.

“Because he’s Mayweather,” the Top Rank chief told Robert Mo-
rales of boxingscene.com in a recent interview.

“And obviously we’re not going to wait until after the Marquez 
fight. There have been no discussions whatsoever with the May-
weather people at this particular point and as far as I know nobody is Manny Pacquiao with promoter Bob Arum � Philstar Photo

No Mayweather vs Manny this year—Arum
by Abac Cordero

Philstar.com pushing the Mayweather fight,” said Arum.
Arum went on to say that the final decision comes from 

Pacquiao, and his trainer, Freddie Roach, regarding the next 
fight.

Mayweather saying there’s no way Pacquiao can get a 
50/50 split if they fight isn’t going to help as well in putting 
up the fight because Arum, like most people, believe that the 
Filipino southpaw is now the sport’s biggest draw, and not a 
fighter coming out of retirement.

Arum even said a while back that whoever Pacquiao faces 
next should be treated like someone Oscar dela Hoya faced 
when the Olympic champion from the US, who is now re-
tired, was still the pay-per-view king.

Roach said 60/40 for Pacquiao against Mayweather can 
make the fight, and not 50/50.

“It will be a cold day in hell before that happens,” said 
Mayweather of an even purse split with Pacquiao.

Some boxing minds say Pacquiao is dodging Mayweather 
because he is afraid of African-American fighters, but in the 
same breath they should think that Mayweather is dodging 
Pacquiao by asking for the moon.

That’s why Arum is still looking at Cotto or Mosley who are 
both bigger and heavier but beatable as well. 

Featherweight boxer Lorenzo 
Villanueva, unbeaten in 14 pro 
fights, could readily qualify as an 

aspirant Manny Pacquiao.
Those 14 bouts were scored by the gifted 

fighter from Midsayap, North Cotabato by 
knockouts.

However, Villanueva’s promising career 
suffered a dirty dent on May 23.

He took his first defeat.
* * *

It was no ordinary loss.
Villanueva was declared loser in what his 

chief handler claimed was a clearly won 
fight.

Reporting from Kidapawan, newsman 
Caloy Bautista said administrative and 
criminal charges were being prepared 
against “GAB supervisor Vic Cabalog for 
grave dereliction of duty.”

* * *
Said the report: “North Cotabato Vice 

Governor Manny Piñol has formally asked 
the Games and Amusements Board to 
investigate the controversial fight between 
top featherweight prospect Lorenzo 
Villanueva of Midsayap, North Cotabato 
and Eric Macas of Lanao del Norte in 
Ozamis City last May 23.”

Piñol, who manages Villanueva, said the 
fight, scheduled for 10 rounds, was clearly 
dominated by Villanueva.

As early as the first round, Villanueva 
inflicted a cut over the right eye of Macas.

In the fifth round, Macas suffered another 
cut below his right eye.

The ring physician next declared Macas 
unfit to continue.

* * *
“To our surprise, referee Delbert 

Pelegrino declared the cut was caused by 
a headbutt,” Piñol protested.

What confounded the situation, Piñol 
added, was the questionable scoring of the 
local judges who had Macas winning in two 
of the three scorecards.

To prove his point, Piñol, who was 
working with the TV panel covering the 
fight for ABS-CBN, asked their technical 
director to immediately replay the action 
preceding the stoppage of the fight.

The video clearly showed there was 
never a clash of heads and that the cut was 
caused by a legitimate blow, Piñol said.

* * *
Sure of his case, Piñol declared in public 

that he was contesting the decision.
Piñol said he begged GAB supervisor 

Vic Cabalog to review the tape but Cabalog 
ignored his request.

Actually, Cabalog had suggested that he 
would ask the parties into agreeing to a 
draw.

Piñol said he was willing to 
compromise.

“But that did not happen because the 
technical decision victory for Macas stood 
and was never changed,” Piñol said.

* * *
There were two valid grounds for the 

GAB to conduct an investigation, according 
to Piñol:

First was the questionable scoring of the 
fight in favor of Macas, while the bout was 
clearly dominated by Villanueva. Cabalog 
also included in the panel of judges 
Cyrusman Manatad, son of boxing referee 
Andres Manatad, a known employee of 
Macas’s boxing manager, Bong Yap.

Second was the questionable call made 
by referee Pelegrino declaring the cut was 
caused by a headbutt, despite the absence 
of evidence.

* * *
Piñol said he will submit to the GAB a 

copy of the fight videotape to support his 
case.

Piñol has lodged his protest with the 
office of commissioner Angel P. Bautista, 
officer-in-charge of the GAB.

It’s indeed a petty bout if we go by the 
many crucial cases—like the fight for 
ancestral lands which the government had 
tried to blindly award to rebels—Piñol has 
involved himself.

Of course, it’s easy to believe Piñol is 
doing this as a test for Philippine boxing.

It’s also significant to note that Piñol, 
hoping for immediate action, has presented 
his case to commissioner Bautista, not to 
Eric Buhain or Nasser Cruz, GAB chair and 
boxing division chief, respectively. 

Here’s a test case for RP boxing

Jumapao, who hails from Cebu and member of Team Prima 
bowling club, edged his Japanese and Singaporean foes to cap-
ture the boys’ singles event.

Kim Lao and Dyan Coronacio, meanwhile, ruled the girls’ dou-
bles competitions.

The 19-year-old Jumapao scored lines of 244-236-243-255-
254-234 for a winning total of 1466 to beat Fukuda Takahito 
(1409) and Paul Henzhong Yap (1403), who placed second and 
third respectively.

``All the kids are in great spirits,’’ said national head coach 
Nico Valderama. ``This shows that with enough exposure and 
proper guidance we can expect our young players to excel in-
ternationally.’’

Lao and Coronacion combined for 2,657 to finish behind Kim 
Ji Yeon and Sim Ui Jin who tallied 2,746.

In girls’ singles, the Philippines’ Kim Lao placed fourth (1305), 
Krizziah Tabora fifth (1293), Madeline Llamas 7th (1266) and 
Alexis Sy 9th (1265). Coronacio placed 14th with 1215.

Jumapao and Kenneth Chua rolled 1,375 in the boys’ doubles 
to end up seventh overall. 

RP junior bowlers win 
gold, silver in HK

by Marc Anthony Reyes

Inquirer.net

The country’s junior bowlers, 
powered by national youth team 
stalwart Jomar Roland Jumapao, 

went home with gold and silver medals 
in the recent 11th Asian Schools ten-
pin bowling championships in Hong 
Kong.

Bob Arum is still pushing for Miguel 
Cotto or Shane Mosley as Manny 
Pacquiao’s opponent on Oct. 17.

by Recah Trinidad

Inquirer.net
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