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“California is huge. It is so huge,” she added.
Since sprinting out of Eagle Rock Plaza on May 10, 

Rojas has had an adventure. The first day, she ran 33 
miles to Ontario, CA. The second day, she continued 
eastbound to San Bernardino. However, on the third 
day, while in San Bernardino, the crew got lost.

“There was a route where we wanted to take 
through the San Bernardino forest,” explained 
Chuck Crisanto, the TransUSA director, who along 
with Rojas’ trainer Mat Macabe is accompanying 
Rojas in her journey. “They told us the road ends 
and it was like choosing between right and left. We 
went left. She ran for four hours until we were on 
top of a mountain covered with white. Mat said it 
was marble. Joy said ‘that’s snow.’”

After that brief set back, the crew was back on 
track. 

During the press conference, Rojas thanked the 
good Samaritans for helping them get on their 
way.

“Maps, GPS, navigation and google maps are 
very helpful but ultimately, it’s the people that we 
see and meet along the way who often point us to 
the right direction. That is why we are here today,” 
she said.

Sylvia Elliot, Senior Marketing Director of Western 
Union said that Rojas is an inspiration not only to the 
Filipino community but also to everyone.

“This is just an example of the type of project and 
initiative we support,” said Elliot. Western Union is 
one of Rojas’ sponsors. “This is the first time ever 
that we have done an event in this magnitude where 

we are supporting a great cause and also build an 
awareness about a great service. In the future, you 
can expect to see us supporting more of these types 
of initiative. Again, we want to ignite the spirit of the 
Filipino community.”

After resting all day Sunday, May 24 Rojas is back 
on the road.

Crisanto said that this week, Rojas would be 
running northwest of Las Vegas to Mesquite before 
going on Route 66 straight to Utah. 

Rojas’s is running across America for her 
beneficiaries: the Anti-Tuberculosis Program of the 
Inner Wheel Club of Quezon City District 738 and 
the Social Services Division of the Philippine Heart 
Center. (Joseph Pimentel)
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Under her leadership, APICHA 
has developed a comprehensive 
range of integrated services, in-
cluding prevention interventions, 
bilingual case management, free 
HIV counseling and testing, and 
HIV primary care.

Aside from her work in API-
CHA, Rodriguez also serves as 
board secretary of the National 
Minority AIDS Council and mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
New York AIDS Coalition.

New York State Governor Da-

vid Paterson recently named her 
to the New York State Advisory 
Council on HIV/AIDS.

On Dec. 6, 1999 at the “AIDS in 
the New Millennium” World AIDS 
Day observance, former Manhat-
tan Borough president Virginia 
Fields honored Rodriguez for her 
efforts in advancing education on 
HIV/AIDS.

The Ma-Yi Theater Company 
also gave her a Community Ser-
vice Award for her work in the 
Filipino-American community 
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since the 1970s.
Rodriguez is among the out-

standing Filipinas cited in Joy 
Buensalido’s book 100 Women 
of the Philippines, Celebrating 
Filipina Womanhood in the New 
Millennium.

The New York City Comp-
troller’s 8th Asian Pacific Island 
Heritage awarding ceremony is 
part of the celebration of Asian 
Pacific Heritage Month in major 
US cities.

President Barack Obama un-
derscored the importance of this 
traditional celebration when he 
issued a presidential proclama-
tion on May 1 declaring May 2009 
as Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month.

In the proclamation, Obama 
called on the people of the United 
States to learn more about the 
history of Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders and observe the 
month with appropriate programs 
and activities. 
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Spreading the Pinoy spirit: After running across the Philippines, Joy 
Rojas is running across America, across 12 states and 5,000 kilometers, 
a route ran by fewer than 200 people and only one Filipino before. She 
is the first Filipino woman to attempt this. � Philstar.com Photo


