B14 MAY 23-26, 2009 * ASIAN JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS

FEATURES

http://www.asianjournal.com ¢ (213) 250-9797

A Beautiful Health

b eqins n}'lﬁ" here...

RAM

&}Bﬁfbﬂjﬂﬂf&ﬂﬂ!ﬂyﬂﬂ deserve!

Yy Smile

#* \eneers

Sealants

Our Services:

@ Quality General Dentistry
# Cosmetic Dentstry
# Crowns and Bridges

# Teeth Whitening and

# Comfortable
Ultrasonic Cleaning
% Periodontal Treatment

(Gum Disease)
@ Dentures and Repairs

@ Digital X-rays and
Intra-oral Camera

Most insurance plans
also avadable. P m::'r.l‘ t

God, Sex and Blue Water

EW YORK - What happens

when you bring an age-old

religious tradition from the
Philippines to the modern world of
Hoboken, New Jersey? Conflict, one
may say, and in Linda Faigao-Hall’s
play God, Sex and Blue Water, there’s
more than enough conflict among the
characters to keep the play afloat.

Laling Kintanar (Lydia Gaston) and her
daughter Clarita (Leanne Cabrera) move
to Hoboken from an island around Cebu in
the Philippines to live with Laling’s brother
Max (Andrew Eisenman). Devout believers,
mother and daughter bring with them their
religious beliefs and idisyncrasies, includ-
ing Laling’s self-crucifixion, much to the
consternation of her now Americanized
brother Max.

The virginal Clarita left the convent as a
novice and in more ways than one, she gets
culture-shocked the moment she steps on
American soil. A dashing young American
man named Ryan McCarthy (Brian Ander-
sen) enters her life and makes it just a little
bit more complicated.

Clarita gets smitten with Ryan and thinks
that she might be falling in love with him.
Her personal conflict is two-fold, one with
her mother, who doesn’t like the idea of her
falling in love this soon; and the other with
Ryan because she is keeping a big secret
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from him, a secret too huge she fears
he won’t ever understand. The fact
that Ryan is agnostic makes their rela-
tionship more challenging and Clarita
begins to question if God intended
for her to meet him so that she could
change the way he thinks, and not the
romantic way she had hoped.

The four actors bring to life characters
that are humanely flawed and do so
wonderfully. Gaston is magnificent with
her performance of a true and unrelent-
ing believer, who would have herself
crucified every single year because of a
vow she had to make when God gave her
a gift, Clarita.

Cabrera as Clarita was such a sight to
behold. She was both enigmatic and ethe-
real and made the viewers believe that
she herself has a gift from God, and that
this gift would be gone if she continued
herrelationship with Ryan. She delivered
her lines flawlessly and poignantly and
her moments questioning her conflicted
self were among the play’s highlights.

Eisenman and McCarthy provide
stable support to the mother and daugh-
ter tandem, with Eisenman providing
some comic relief to a story a few crit-
ics would call “too heavy”. Kudos to
director Nelson Eusebio III for keeping
the story-telling fluid with just the right
pacing and for tackling a topic other
organizations wouldn’t touch even with
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a ten-foot pole.

During the short Q-and-A that
followed after the show, Faigao-
Hall relayed the story that for
the past ten years, she had been
looking for a theater organization
which would stage this play.

Her quest ended when Liv-
ing Image Arts told her that they
were interested in bringing the
play to life.

“We picked up God, Sex and
Blue Water not because it is writ-
ten by a Filipino but because it is
good. It is our mission to stage
compelling and innovative new
work,” Mia Vaculik, Living Image
Arts’ executive director told the
Asian Journal.

Asked if she ever felt giving up
when no one would pick up her
story, Faigao-Hall remarked, “All
the time. I actually gave up on it.”

“I am very happy to see it on-
stage finally after ten years. I find
that a victory of sorts. They did
such a great job,” added Faigao-
Hall, who earned her MA in Eng-
lish Literature from New York
University and doctoral studies
in Educational Theater at Bretton
Hall College in England.
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God, Sex & Blue Wateris Faigao-
Hall's fifth play on Theater Row since
2004, after Sparrow (LIA), The A
-Word (Diverse City Theater Com-
pany), arevival of The FeMale Heart
(June 2007) and its world premiere
with Ensemble Studio Theater and
DCT in 2004. She has been featured
on Asian Journal’s Galing Pinoy for
all her achievements in the theater
world.

For her, watching the characters
she created come alive on stage is an
amazing experience. “It’s like heaven
on earth,” she quipped.

Faigao-Hall has just completed a
full-length play, Dying in Boulderand
is currently working on a new one
entitled Lay of the Land about a Fili-
pina activist, fleeing from the Marcos
dictatorship, looking for a home in
the East Village in the 80’s.
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or dining area and transitions to
offer sleeping comfort, exten-
sive on-demand entertainment
offerings, and award-winning
wines,” said Kurt Stache, Vice
President and General Sales
Manager. “The ‘Capture the Flag-
ship Experience’ sweepstakes
helps show our customers just
how comfortable their next in-
ternational flight on American
can be. After all, it’s their flight,
their time, their space, and their
world. That’s the Flagship Ex-
perience.”

Here are the highlights of the
sweepstakes:

The sweepstakes runs through
12 pm EDT on June 29, 2009.

To enter, take the virtual tour
of the Flagship Experience and
answer the questions to receive
one entry in the prize pool during
the promotional period. (Limit
ten entries or nine if combined
with the form of entry described
in the next bullet point.)

Receive an additional entry by
“referring a friend” and forwarding
the sweepstakes offer to others.
(Limit one entry.)

Prizes include one Grand Prize
of two round-trip Business Class
tickets on American between the
United States and Europe, Asia or
South America and a high defini-
tion video camera. Twenty-one
(21) First Prizes include either a
one year American Airlines Ad-
mirals Club membership, 50,000
American Airlines AAdvantage
miles, or Bose QuietComfort 3
Noise Cancelling headphones.

No purchase is required to win
a prize, and you must be at least
18 years of age to enter. For com-
plete sweepstakes rules, as well as
Terms and Conditions, visit www.
aa.com/flagship.
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