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From the Front Page

serving his second tour of duty 
in Iraq when he was among 
five soldiers gunned down by a 
distraught comrade at a stress 
clinic on May 11, officials said.

Foreign-born soldiers have 
served and died in America’s 
armed forces since the Revo-
lutionary War, according to Lt. 
Col. Margaret Stock, a project 

officer for the Army on immi-
gration issues and a professor 
at the US Military Academy at 
West Point.

“We’re a nation of immi-
grants, so why would we bar 
immigrants from the military?” 
Stock said. “In fact, we’ve won 
wars largely because of the 
contributions of immigrant sol-

diers.”
Legal immigrants are eli-

gible to join the military, but 
they cannot perform jobs that 
require US citizenship, such 
as intelligence, according to 
Stock.

They are eligible for expe-
dited US citizenship after serv-
ing for a few months, but must 
serve honorably for at least five 
years to maintain their eligibil-
ity. Illegal immigrants are not 
accepted in the armed forces, 
according to Stock, but can be 
called to serve in a mandatory 
draft.

Stock said many members 
of the military dismiss critics 
who say allowing immigrants 
to serve reflects poorly on the 
willingness of the native-born 
to enlist, or encourages people 
to seek a shortcut to citizen-
ship.

“I think it would be wonder-
ful if Americans started study-
ing Arabic and Pashtun at age 
3, but there doesn’t seem to be 
any effort at teaching anything 
in our schools other than Eng-
lish,” she said. “You cannot de-
ploy globally without the con-
tributions of immigrants; the 
cultural skills and the language 
skills they contribute are inte-
gral to the success of the war 
effort.”

Immigrants have proud history of military service
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