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After giving up on 
Charter change, a major 
House ally of President 

Arroyo has taken a bolder step 
by vowing to block “any and 
all” moves by the administration 
coalition to change the 1987 
Constitution.

He stressed that whoever or 
whichever group is pushing for 
Cha-cha is “immaterial” to him. 
Kampi had vigorously worked 
with Lakas—the biggest admin-
istration party—for amending 
the Constitution either through 
a constituent assembly (con-ass) 
or a constitutional convention 
(con-con).

Villafuerte’s earlier attempt to 
push for a Senate-less con-ass 
approach to Cha-cha had put 
him at loggerheads with Speaker 
Prospero Nograles, who prefers a 
con-con. Also indicating Nograles’ 
preference for a “legislative route” 
to Cha-cha is his Resolution 737 
which seeks amendments to 
some economic provisions in the 
Charter. 

Villafuerte now vows 
to block all Charter 

change moves
by Delon Porcalla

Philstar.com

Speaker Prospero Nograles (top) explains 
House rules while Camarines Sur Rep. Luis 
Villafuerte (bottom) announces his withdrawal 
of support from all Charter change efforts last 
May 18. � Photos by Boy Santos Philstar.com                   
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If you’d like to know more, 
please call us at 
1.800.464.2111,
or visit metro.net.

It’s The Right Time to Save. Go Metro.
In these uncertain economic times, you can create your own 
stimulus package simply by going Metro. Experts estimate 
you can save $8,416 annually by using public transit in LA 
instead of paying for gas and parking. LA is among the top 20 
cities where you can save the most by taking public transit. 
Find your best route with the Trip Planner at metro.net.

Metro Adding 41 Buses For ExpressLane Project
Forty-one compressed natural gas buses are being purchased 
by Metro for its ExpressLanes demonstration project aimed at 
maximizing freeway capacity. Next year the buses will provide 
additional transit alternatives on the carpool lanes along the 
I-10 (El Monte Busway) and I-110 (Harbor Freeway 
Transitway) corridors.

$315 Million in Stimulus Funds Proposed For 
LA Cities
Metro is backing state legislation to disperse $315 million of 
stimulus funding for transportation improvements among 
all the cities in LA County under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. Under the proposal, each city would get a 
minimum of $500,000 to preserve and create jobs for 
transportation-related projects.

See The LA Marathon on Metro 
Go Metro Rail to see all the action at the 24th Annual LA 
Marathon on Sunday, May 24. The course starts in Universal 
City and winds through the heart of LA to >nish downtown. 
Be sure to check metro.net for information on extensive bus 
detours prompted by the race.

TAP Ready For Reduced Fare Customers 
Metro riders with Senior, College/Vocational or Student 
K-12 discount passes need to submit an application for a 
new reusable TAP card. You can get applications at Metro 
Customer Centers or online. Check metro.net/reducedfares
for details or call 213.680.0054.


