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Saying the people, not 
the courts, are the “final 
arbiter” on whether he 

could run again for president, 
Joseph Estrada has come out 
brandishing a “legal study” sup-
porting his view that voters may 
send him back to Malacañang.

Quoting the study, the deposed 
leader maintained that the con-
stitutional ban on the reelection 

of chief executives applied to 
“sitting presidents” and not to 
a former president like him who 
wasn’t even able to finish his 
term.

“The ban was intended for 
sitting presidents, so they will 
not use the vast resources to 
stay in power. I am not a sit-
ting president. I am not seeking 
reelection, I am running again,” 
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Estrada said.
He said he commissioned the 

study to determine his eligibility 
for the 2010 presidential race 
should the opposition fail to unite 
behind a single candidate.

And so far, he said, “what is 
getting clear to me is that the op-
position is 90-percent sure it will 
not unite behind one candidate.”

‘No Take 2’
But the response from the cur-

rent Palace occupants was stern: 
No “Take 2” for the actor-turned-
political kingpin.

The government’s chief lawyer 
said Estrada may no longer take 
another crack for the presidency 
because he had already run—and 
had been elected—for the same 
post.

Devanadera recalled that dur-
ing discussions leading to Estra-
da’s pardon in 2007, he himself 
publicly “broached the idea” 
of him no longer running for 
president. This was followed by 
more “assurances” coming from 
Estrada’s emissaries, she said.

Asked what she thought could 
be the reason for Estrada’s 
turnaround two years later, the 
government counsel said: “A 
politician gets a different feeling 
during election season. I would 
say it’s a natural reaction from a 
politician.” 
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