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Proposal would require all to have health coverage

by RicaARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR & ERicA WWERNER
AP Writers

ASHINGTON—House Democrats are

Wcrafting a plan that would require all

Americans to carry health insurance

and would help families making less than $88,000

pay the premiums. Employers, too, would have to
help foot the bill.

It's the latest development in President Barack
Obama’s push to fix the ailing US health care system
by getting the government more deeply involved.

Obama has said the final legislation must rein in
costs, guarantee choice of health plans and medi-
cal providers, and ensure that all Americans have
access to affordable coverage. But he’s leaving it to
Congress to work out the details.

Responding to a question at a town hall-style meet-
ing in New Mexico on Thursday, May 14, Obama
said he expects a plan from Congress that will be a
“vast improvement” over the current system.

A document obtained by The Associated Press
provides an early look at where Democratic leaders
in the House are heading as they try to meet an am-
bitious July 31 deadline for passing their version of
the legislation. The Senate is working on a similar
plan, with some key differences, on the same time-
table.

The plan by the House Energy and Commerce
Committee would build on the current system in
which employers, government and individuals share
responsibility for health insurance.

But it would make major changes: Individuals
and employers would face new obligations to help
pay for coverage. Insurers would operate under
stricter consumer protections. And the government
would take added responsibilities for setting insur-
ance rules and providing financial help to low- and
middle-income families.

“It’s a sensible, mainstream proposal,” said Rep.
Jim Cooper, D-Tenn., a member of the fiscally con-
servative group of Democrats known as the Blue
Dogs. “If we do something along those lines we will
be in the right ball park.”

But Rep. Dave Camp, R-Mich., questioned the
proposed requirements that individuals get cover-
age and employers help pay. “Clearly the individual
and employer mandates will come at great cost, and
part of what we want to do is create an affordable
plan for everybody,” said Camp.

Momentum for a health care overhaul built this
week after Obama obtained a pledge from medical
providers to find $2 trillion in savings over 10 years
to help pay for his plan.

Even before any legislation has been officially
introduced, lawmakers are grappling with dozens
of thorny issues. On Thursday, the Senate Finance
Committee met behind closed doors for eight hours
to debate whether their bill should include the
choice of a government insurance plan for middle-
income families.
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Are you undergoing financial

e Layoffs?

hardship?

* Hours Cut?

* Has mortgage rate increased?

We Know How Financial
Hardship Can Cause You Stress.

WE CAN HELP!

With 18 years experience as a Real Estate Attomey,
we offer knowledge, understanding and dependable

Legal Experience

For free consultation,

call us at

310-316-4899
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3848 Carson 5t., Suite 204, Torrance, (8, 90603
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Law Offices of Gali Koren, PLC

for IMMIGRATION SGI.UI'IGNS

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION SOLUTIONS
FOR FAMILIES, BUSINESSES, HEALTHCARE & OTHER PROFESSIONALS

Attorney Gali Koren is the firm’s founder and managing
attorney. She received her Juris Doctor Degree, Magna
L Laude, from Western State University, She ob tained
her LLM in International Law from the University of San
Dheeo Law School, majonng in Immigration Lasw,

Ms. Koren is a member of the State Bar of California
and is authorized to represent clients on |mm.1,|:ral1-:|n
matters in all 50 states.
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FIND FASTER SOLUTIONS FOR RETROGRESSION
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IMMIGRATION
PROBLEMS?

[

We have the answers.
For over 20 years our clients welfare is always our top priority.
Our practice is built on a foundation of Integrity and Compassion.

LAW OFFICES OF

DEBORAH L. KARAPETIAN

HANDLING ALL IMMIGRATION LAW MATTERS

Employment Sponsored Visas/ PERM
Deportation/ Removal * Investor/ Business Visas
Relative Sponsored Visas/ Embassy Processing * Naturalization
USCIS Appearances * 9th Circuit Court of Appeais + BIA Cases

Deborah Karapefian is licensed as an alforney In both
California and Texas, and an aclive member of the
State Bar of California. Al matfers handied by her
office are case specific, and the outcome depends on

the specific facls of each case.
Tel: 800 - GREENCARD

500 North Brand Blvd., Suite 450, Glendale, CA 91203 DEBORAH L KARAPETIAN

Principal AScrmay

Call us for a confidential appointment. Free hall hour consultation.
Visit us ab: www.karapetianlaw.com and ask a question!

DIXON WONG AND
ASSOCIATES

SPECIALIIED IN:

All Types of Working Visas

» Criminal Defense for LPR &
Hoa-immigrant

= PERM (Labor Certification)

» Deportation and Removal
Proceedings

= HMaturalization Application and
Appeal

« Immigrant Visa Application

= Extension and Change of Status
Application

= Family Petition (Adoption, Child
Born In and Out of Wedlock

« [nvestment Visa Application with
Business and Accounting Set-up &
Copyright and Patent Application

= Appeal of Denlals

= Owerseas & Third Country Yisa

Processing

Asylum Application

Adjustment of Status Application

Green Card Replacement / Reneval

Battered Spouse Application

1 Wisa Waiver Application

Exchange Yisitor [J], Student (F & M)

i Fiance (K] Visa
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Approvals are what we get for our clients.
An Expert Immigration Attorney For
All Your Immigration Needs.

WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

600 South Lake Avenue, Suite 301,
Pasadena, California 91106

Call To Schedule A Free Consultation:

626.577.1100

Fax: 626.577.1102

Office Hours: Monday through Friday. Saturday By Appointment






