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Processing of Filipino vets'’
claims ‘on track,’ says Gaa
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would also like to express the
hope that given the situation
our veterans are facing, that the
time our veterans have to wait
to receive their benefits could

be reasonably reduced,” the
Ambassador also said.
According to an e-mail sent
by Ronald Sagudan, AA/PI
Liaison at the US Department
of Veterans Affairs, it takes
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an average of 46.6 days for
the approved claims to be
processed.

Of the 31,000 claims that have
been filed as of May 4, “the vast
majority are now in the system
and being processed.” He said
that of the claims that are now
being processed, “15,962 claims
were filed in the Philippines
while 7,407 were filed in the
Us.”

So far, more than 2,000 claims
have been completed and of all
the claims that were filed, about
200 have been disapproved.

Ambassador Gaa also
welcomed the inclusion of
funding for the Filipino Veterans
Equity Fund in the 2010
proposed budget submitted by
President Barack Obama to the
US Congress last May 7.

“The inclusion of funding for
our veterans in the 2010 budget
proposed by President Obama
not only assured continued
appropriations for their benefits
butalsoreiteratestheimportance
the current administration gives
to the contribution, courage
and sacrifices of our Filipino
veterans of World War II,”
Ambassador Gaa said.

According to the San Jose
Mercury News, seven Filipino-
Americanveterans from SanJose
are among the first Northern
Californians to receive long-
sought compensation for their
military service during World
War II, and among those getting
a $15,000 check was Dominador
Valdez, 83, president of the
Santa Clara County chapter
of the American Coalition for
Filipino Veterans of WWIL.

“We are happy and grateful
to the 111th Congress for finally
taking this action,” Valdez told
the newspaper.

Based to estimated figures,
only about 18,000 of the
250,000 Filipinos who fought
in World War II war are still
alive—with 6,000 still in the
United States and 12,000 in the
Philippines.
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