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Efforts to amend the Constitution at the 
House of Representatives are dead, one 
of its lead proponents said, as he conced-

ed that there was not enough time to rewrite the 
Charter one year before the elections.

House Resolutions 1109 and 737, which seek 
to convene lawmakers into a constituent assem-
bly and free up restrictions on foreign ownership 
of business, respectively, are “terminal cases” 
and should be given a “final political necrological 
service,” Camarines Sur Representative Luis Vil-
lafuerte told Inquirer.net.

“Both resolutions are terminal cases, we should 
remove all life support system to these and give 
them final political necrological service,” said Vil-
lafuerte, who authored HR 1109.

“There’s no more Cha cha [Charter change],” he 
said. “If the committee approves it and endorses it 
to plenary, then let them find a sponsor.”

Villafuerte conceded that with one year left be-
fore the 2010 elections, “Magtapatan na tayo, wala 
nang Cha cha [Let’s be honest. There’s no more 
Charter change].”

While HR 1109 has come to be now as the “Vil-
lafuerte resolution,” he explained that he was only 
its “draftsman” as Nograles requested him to craft 
the resolution.

”In fact, I’m only the 27th signatory. Who’s the 
number one signatory—it’s the Speaker,” he said.

Nograles is the author of HR 737, which passed 
the committee level and was submitted to the floor 
for debates. Villafuerte’s resolution calling for a 
constituent assembly was being discussed at the 
committee level.

Nograles and Villafuerte are the presidents of 
the administration parties Lakas Christian Muslim 
Democrats and the Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
(Kampi).

Villafuerte did not make it clear, however, 
if he intended to withdraw his signature from 
the resolution, but said he would deliver a 
speech on Monday to express his views on the 
resolutions.

Members of the committee opposed to a constit-
uent assembly had said that they will try to block 
discussions about it. Some might put forward a 
motion to defer discussion of HR 1109.

Villafuerte said he would not attend the hearing 
on HR 1109 and that if he would, he might support 
the motion to put it at the backburner.

At the caucus of majority members early this 
week, Nograles gave marching orders to colleagues 
to hasten the approval at the committee level of 
HR 1109 and to send it to floor immediately. 

Charter change dead, Arroyo ally says
by Lira Dalangin-Fernandez

Inquirer.net

ABILL filed in the House 
of Representatives is 
seeking to name the 

Chief Justice acting president 
if the Commission on Elections 
(Comelec) fails to proclaim the 
winning candidates for presi-
dent, vice president, senators, 
and House members before 
their terms expire on June 30 
next year.

Isabela Rep. Giorgidi Agga-
bao, House committee on re-
vision of laws chairman, said 
these officials cannot stay in of-
fice in a holdover capacity upon 

the expiration of their tenure.
“There is no such thing as 

a holdover president or vice 
president under the Constitu-
tion,” he said.

The committee on revision of 
laws would recommend House 
approval of the bill authored by 
Nueva Ecija Rep. Edno Joson 
before Congress adjourns on 
June 5.

Joson said he prefers Puno to 
be the nation’s acting or tran-
sition president in case of a 
failure of elections in May next 
year.

“He’s very qualified to lead 
our country,” he told reporters 
yesterday.

Aggabao said Joson’s bill has 
become “very important and 
very crucial and has acquired 
urgency” in view of the “real 
possibility of a failure of elec-
tions” next year.

“The difficulties that the 
Comelec is encountering in 
implementing the automation 
program and the peace and or-
der problem in Mindanao might 
bring about a failure of elec-
tions,” he said. (Philstar.com)

Lawmakers eye chief justice as acting 
president in Charter’s succession rule

The Presidential Anti-Graft Commission 
(PAGC) expects an improvement in the 
Philippines’ ranking in international 

corruption surveys with the implementation of 
government agencies’ moral renewal action plans 
which started last May 13.

The action plans were formulated according to 
the results of a national anti-graft workshop held 
in Malacañang on March 5, and “all manifested 
sincere and determined government-wide efforts” 
to promote integrity in public service, PAGC chief 
Constancia de Guzman said in a statement.

The implementation of the “agency-specific” 
action plans is in compliance with President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s Administrative Order 
No. 255 on moral renewal in government, De 

Guzman said.
According to De Guzman, Ms Arroyo’s 

anticorruption campaign began on April 16, 2001, 
when she formed the PAGC. In 2004, she made the 
campaign her centerpiece program of governance, 
as highlighted by the formulation of the Integrity 
Development Action Plan (IDAP) by the PAGC 
and civil society groups in accordance with her 
Medium-Term Philippine Development Plan.

The number of government agencies 
implementing the IDAP has risen from 39 in 2005 
to 156 in 2008, De Guzman said.

She said the number would “definitely increase 
to cover all government agencies in the executive 
branch as they implement their respective moral 
renewal action plans.” (Inquirer.net)

RP seen to improve anticorruption rating

Another United States 
Marine has been ac-
cused of raping anoth-

er Filipino woman, this time a 
22-year-old-university student, 
whose lawyer described her as 
having showed “clear signs” hav-
ing been sexually assaulted.

The woman, identified to the 
media only as “Vanessa” to 
protect her real identity, broke 
down as she read a prepared 
statement narrating her ordeal 
with the American soldier.

She said the alleged rape hap-
pened last April 19 inside a hotel 
in Makati City.

Lawyer Evalyn Ursua said 
there were “clear signs” Van-
essa was raped.

“It was very clear she was 
raped. It was very violent. She 
had marks on her neck after the 
incident,” Ursua said.

However, the lawyer said that 
while Vanessa did not intend to 
pursue the case for now, they 
were prepared with documents 
to support a possible case such 
as medico-legal report.

“She just wants to bring out 
her pain and hurt. In a way, it’s a 
form of justice,” said Ursua.

The victim said she first met 
the soldier, alias John Jones, on 
April 10 when he approached 
her in a club at The Fort in Tagu-
ig, where she was going out with 
several friends.

The militant group said in 

Another US Marine accused of raping Filipina
Victim shows clear sign of sexual assault—lawyer

statement that they were able to 
confirm that the man was a US 
soldier listed in hotel records 
as “from Joint US Military As-
sistance Group (Jusmag)/Balika-
tan.”

In 2005, a Filipina identified 
only as “Nicole” also accused 
a US Marine, Lance Corporal 
Daniel Smith, of raping her in 
Subic.

In 2006, Smith was convicted 
and sentenced to up to 40 years by 
a local court, which he appealed 
before the Court of Appeals.

Earlier this year, “Nicole” re-
canted her allegation.

Smith was acquitted by the 
appellate court last month. 
(Inquirer.net)
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