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Ayala offers to house
new PSE building

Bourse to decide within 6 months

a new and bigger piece of property in Fort Bonifacio Global

THE Ayala Group has offered the Philippine Stock Exchange

City to house its future headquarters and unified trading

floor.

The proposal was presented during the annual stockholders’
meeting of the demutualized Philippine Stock Exchange last May 9
and was put for further study by the PSE board.

“They’re proposing a new site just across the street in Fifth Av-
enue,” said PSE director Ismael Cruz, who also chairs the building
committee. “We have the option to build it ourselves.”

The new property offered by Ayala is about 5,700 square meters,
bigger than the old lot which was about 2,000 square meters. “This
can be done sooner,” Cruz said, noting that the building could be
finished in three and a half years after ground-breaking.

But he said everything was still under discussion. The proposed
building is linked to another building owned by Ayala Land Inc.
“It's a new option that’s under study,” he said.

The PSE will likely finalize a decision on the property in six

months, Cruz said.

It remains to be seen whether the local bourse would insist on
owning the land or accept a condominium certificate for its office

building.

Ayala Land, which took over the Fort Bonifacio project from the
Metro Pacific group in 2002, earlier requested to defer again the
construction of the future PSE headquarters given the slump in the

high-end property market.

The PSE was originally promised to have a new building in the
Global City by 2004 but the local bourse agreed to waive this after
much haggling seven years ago. (Philstar.com)

Pinoys naturally immune to killer viruses?
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diseases,” Legarda said.

Self-quarantine for Palace
team

Meanwhile, Presidential Ad-
viser on External Affairs Edgar-
do Pamintuan last May 10 ex-
pressed willingness to undergo
self-quarantine after his visit to
the United States.

Pamintuan, along with Ex-
ternal Affairs Undersecretary
Danilo Consumido, led a team to
New York, Texas and California
and met with the Filipino com-
munities there and discussed
positive developments taking
place in the Philippines.

The three states, including
the city of San Diego, which is
a few miles from the US bor-
der with Mexico, were among
those reportedly affected by the
A(HIN1) virus.

Pamintuan’s team left San
Francisco aboard Philippine
Airlines flight 105 and was ex-
pected to arrive at the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport
last May 9.

Pamintuan said he and the
members of his team would go
on self-quarantine to ensure

Comelec: 2010 poll automation still on
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in its pursuit of automation
of the 2010 general polls.

“This is the time for the Com-
elec to ask the Supreme Court
to set aside all legal technicali-
ties and yield to what is practi-
cal and economically viable un-
der the present crisis where the
much awaited poll automation is
in peril. This is the best remedy
to answer the call to start even
a partial poll automation in our
country,” he said in a statement
sent to The STAR.

The Supreme Court (SC) stopped
the use of the 1,991 ACMs bought
from the MPC in 2004 only on the
ground that they were “illegally
procured and improvidently paid
by the Comelec,” he said.

Reliability never questioned

Macalintal said the reliability
and accuracy of the machines
were never questioned.

In fact, the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology even certi-
fied that the ACMs of MPC were

“100 percent accurate and can
be used to automate the count-
ing and canvassing of votes in
the 2007 elections,” he said.

On July 24, 2006, Science and
Technology Secretary Estrella
Alabastro submitted to the Of-
fice of the Ombudsman a report
stating, among others, that these
ACMs “exhibited 100 percent
accuracy rating in continuously
counting a total of 440,000 votes
for a period of 14 hours.”

Alabastro said she was willing
to stake her reputation in attest-
ing to the reliability and accuracy
of the counting machines.

Macalintal said he then asked
the SC to allow the use of the
ACMs for the 2007 mid-term
polls, but the High Court denied
his petition due to the pending
criminal cases then against some
officials of the Comelec and MPC
before the Ombudsman and the
civil case filed by the Office of the
Solicitor General against MPC

before the Makati City regional
trial court to recover the P1.2 bil-
lion from the consortium.

Macalintal said this is no lon-
ger the case today.

Macalintal said waiting for the
resolution of the cases involving
supposed anomalies in the pur-
chase of the ACMs from MPC
would only make the machines
futile.

Macalintal appealed to the
government to take a “practical
and equitable” move by making
use of the 1,991 ACMs.

He said it is too late for the
Comelec to purchase new auto-
mated machines at this point.

He said that even if qualified
bidders come up, the poll body
does not have ample time to sef]
up necessary programs and train-|
ing to use the newly acquired au-
tomated machines next year.

But Melo said the poll is pro-
hibited from using the P1.2 bil

lion ACMs.

that they had not contracted
the virus during their speaking
tour in the US.

As soon as health warnings
were issued, Pamintuan said he
and his team members restrict-
ed their movements and stayed
in their hotel rooms most of
the time, venturing out only to
meet with members of the Fili-
pino community.

Pamintuan’s team also met
with Filipinos in New Jersey,
Maryland and Illinois to dis-
cuss the efforts of the Philip-
pine government to cushion the
impact of the global economic
crisis and present the various
mega-infrastructure  projects
that are not only changing the
Philippine landscape but are
also expected to bring more de-
velopment to the countryside.

He presented some P188
billion worth of infrastructure
projects that are now being im-
plemented in the Luzon Urban
Beltway (LUB) special region
made up of Metro Manila and
provinces in Central and South-
ern Luzon.

“These projects have not only
helped mitigate the impact of
the global economic crisis but
have also opened up new op-
portunities for development and
investments,” said Pamintuan,
who also chairs that North Rail
Corp. (Philstar.com)
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It's The Right Time to Save. Go Metro.

In these uncertain economic times, you can create your own
stimulus package simply by going Metro. Experts estimate
you can save $8,416 annually by using public transit in LA
instead of paying for gas and parking. LA is among the top 20
cities where you can save the most by taking public transit.
Find your best route with the Trip Planner at metro.net.

Metro Adding 41 Buses For ExpressLane Project

Forty-one compressed natural gas buses are being purchased
by Metro for its ExpressLanes demonstration project aimed at
maximizing freeway capacity. Next year the buses will provide
additional transit alternatives on the carpool lanes along the
1-10 (El Monte Busway) and 1-110 (Harbor Freeway
Transitway) corridors.

$315 Million in Stimulus Funds Proposed For

LA Cities

Metro is backing state legislation to disperse $315 million of
stimulus funding for transportation improvements among
all the cities in LA County under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act. Under the proposal, each city would get a
minimum of $500,000 to preserve and create jobs for
transportation-related projects.

See The LA Marathon on Metro

Go Metro Rail to see all the action at the 24th Annual LA
Marathon on Sunday, May 24. The course starts in Universal
City and winds through the heart of LA to finish downtown.
Be sure to check metro.net for information on extensive bus
detours prompted by the race.

TAP Ready For Reduced Fare Customers

Metro riders with Senior, College/Vocational or Student
K-12 discount passes need to submit an application for a
new reusable TAP card. You can get applications at Metro
Customer Centers or online. Check metro.net/reducedfares
for details or call 213.680.0054.

If you'd like to know more,
please call us at
1.800.464.2111,

or visit metro.net.
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HANLON LAW GROUP, P.LC.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S #1

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM
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Hanlon Law Group, P.C. has
led greater Los Angeles area law
firms in providing aggressive,
expert representation and in
client satisfaction for the past
ten years.

Offering reasonable fees for the most aggressive
and competent representation in the Los Angeles
area, Specializing in all facets of US Immigration Law,

‘ Federal Litigation, Appeals and related matters.

Call (800) 976-5675 to schedule
your FREE initial consultation with a
qualified expert today!

iLb

HaMLOMN

Lavw @noum, |

225 5. Lake Ave. 11th Floor - Pasadena, CA 91101 = Phone : (626) 585-8005 = Fax : (626) 585-8595

www. hanlonlawgroup.com » visas@hanlonlawgroup.com




