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SUNDRY STROKES
Rosalinda L. Orosa

Some say it smacks of 
commercialism. A way to 
rev up sales for gifts, for 

special dinners out at high-end 
restaurants, for bouquets of lovely 
flowers in spring. 

others are happy that one spe-
cial day is set aside every year to 
honor the one person who means 
the most to almost all of us. A way 
to express our gratitude for all the 
years, weeks, days, and hours that 
mothers lavish on their children. 

Nothing in the world—not a 
diamond necklace, not a hand-

written letter lovingly composed, 
not a vacation from household 
chores—can adequately express 
our appreciation for the lives 
of dedication of mothers every-
where. 

They kissed away the pain of 
childhood scratches; cheered 
us on when we tried our hand 
at sports or drama, or various 
contests; empathized with our 
broken hearts; gave us advice and 
recipes when we in turn became 
mothers. 

Whether our mother is quiet, 

boisterous, funny, overbearing, 
aloof or in our face, we love her 
because we know that what-
ever she does—even if it irritates 
us—is done from the depth of her 
love for us. 

How then can we really show 
her how much we love her? 

Today, there is a growing trend 
of giving gifts that make a differ-
ence in the lives of others. many 
birthday celebrations, wedding 
anniversaries, and corporate 
events are now used as occasions 
to raise funds for a cause that 

Mother’s Day
by Vicky P. Garchitorena

resonates with the celebrants. 
The program GILAS (for Gear-

ing up Internet Literacy and 
Access for Students) seems to 
have attracted its fair share of 
donations in this genre. GILAS 
is a very strategic nationwide 
program  being implemented 
by a multisectoral social consor-
tium in the Philippines. It aims 
to put a computer laboratory 
with internet access in all 6,300 
or so public high schools in the 
country. Already, more than 
2,100 schools have connected, 
giving more than one  million 
underprivileged kids access to 
the information available on the 
world wide web. 

When Raymond mendez heard 
about it, he immediately emailed 
AF USA, saying he had been 
looking for ten years for  a way 
to honor his mother, who was a 
public school teacher in Cavite. 
The trouble was, he didn’t know 
exactly where she had taught, 
as she had passed away some 
years ago.

There were six such schools in 
Cavite and it seemed an impos-
sible task to find out which one 
was his mother’s school. Fortu-
nately, he told us that his mother 

had studied there in many years 
back and we found out that at that 
time, there was only one public 
high school there. Today, the  
emiliano Tirona National High 
School in Cavite has a computer 
lab with internet access named 
after his mother  

marilyn Abalos, a second gen-
eration Fil-Am, saw in GILAS a 
way of  honoring her mother, 
now 94 years old. A retired 
Citibanker based in New York, 
marilyn decided to identify a 
public high school in her mother’s 
hometown—oton, Iloilo—and to 
undertake a campaign to raise the 
$6,500 needed to put ten PCs, a 
Local Area Network, and internet 
access in the school. 

She did it by sending an email 
to all her relatives and friends 
with a photo of her mother asking 
them to join her in this wonder-
ful way of giving back—to her 
mom, to her kababayans, and to 
her country. In about six months, 
she had reached her goal. Today, 
marilyn has decided to also get 
more involved in the school, 
keeping in touch with the teach-
ers and mentoring a number of 
students. 

She has also decided to sponsor 

a second school, still in oton. 
She is a perfect model for those 

who may ask themselves “What 
can one person do to change the 
lives of our brothers and sisters 
in the home country?” marilyn 
identified her goal and rallied 
her natural circles—first her fam-
ily members (even her nephew 
asked his aunts and uncles to 
donate to GILAS instead of giving 
him graduation gifts). and then 
her circles of friends and former 
colleagues in Citibank. 

She is that one Voice. She has 
spoken up in the name of the kids 
in oton, who, with their computer 
and internet literacy skills, will be 
better prepared for the workforce 
because one person cared. And 
inspired others to do the same. 

Do you want to honor your 
mother? Find out what city or 
province she is from. Then email 
us (garchitorena.vp@ayala.com.
ph) or give us a call (650) 598-
3126. We will help you give her 
a mother’s Day gift that will live 
in the hearts and minds of at least 
500 Filipino youth. 

Happy mother’s Day!
***

Vicky Garchitorena is the President of Ayala 
Foundation-USA.

Stephanie Reese stuns/Heritage Festival events

FIL-American ac-
tress-singer Steph-
anie Reese, who is 

widely-known in the US 
West Coast, has performed 
in Canada, France, Rus-
sia, Germany, malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand and 
China. She has appeared 
in several musicals includ-
ing Miss Saigon. In Beverly 
Hills, she sang with Patti 
La Belle and Natalie Cole, 

was named “Performer of the Year” in Las Vegas, 
received an Award of excellence for entertainment 
and Performing Arts”, also in the US, and earned 
the title “Standing ovation Queen” from American 
fans.

oddly enough, the above notwithstanding, 
Stephanie is virtually unknown in this country al-
though she is half Filipino. At her first solo concert 
in Teatrino, she sang Broadway hits, operatic arias 
and kundimans sniffing from one to the other with 
ease and charm.

Candidly, the slim, svelte, attractive singer, who 
looked onstage much taller than her actual height 
of five feet and one inch, seems to defy classifica-
tion that is. Vocally, with an astonishingly powerful 
voice, she rendered the Habanera from Carmen, 
and the tenor aria Nessun Dorma from Turandot—a 
unique and audacious act her voice soaring and 
firmly sustaining the high notes in both arias.

on the other hand, Stephanie belted out pop 
songs with the flair and breeziness they demanded, 
distinguishing them from the arias. In the kundi-
mans, she dropped her American accent, enunci-
ating the words like a true Filipina. Her renditions 
of Bayan Ko and Ako Ay Filipino were so stirring, 
so deeply moving, every single Filipino in the audi-
ence must have felt proud to be a Filipino.

Welcome interludes were provided by tenor 
George Yang who consistently sounds better at 
each performance. He sang the Spanish Amapola, 
his diction surprisingly flawless, and rendered The 

Prayer with Stephanie, singing part of it in Italian, 
and again, convincingly sounding Italian. Yang’s 
voice—firm, forceful and expressive—was a mar-
velous complement to that of Stephanie; the blend-
ing was indeed impressively fluid.

In Stephanie’s musical journey, she traveled from 
peak to peak, ending each song on the highest volt-
age—her zest, spirit, gusto expressed through her 
powerful voice in an almost shattering climax. The 
consistent journey from peak to peak occasionally 
left this listener wanting gentler, softer, more muted 
endings for contrast and variety.

With a dancer’s sensuous grace, Stephanie cap-
tivated the audience, compelling attention further 
by dramatizing the entire program with a storyline 
delivered before each song. At one point, she went 
down the stage, mischievously “flirting” with some 
men in the audience (How they loved it!)

In sum, Stephanie proved a highly versatile, fas-
cinating singer-actress who startled and stunned.

The band lent her tremendous support and en-
hanced auditory pleasure a hundredfold. Profusely 
thanking its members and the audience, Stephanie 
singled out Sara Soliven de Guzman for her devot-
ed, unwavering friendship.

A 19th Century Evening in Intramuros, under 
the auspices of DoT, Intramuros Administration, 
Barbara’s Restaurant and the Filipino Heritage Fes-
tival, will be held may 12, 6:30pm at Casa Blanca, 
Intramuros.

The Festival, the NCCA and DoT will hold an auc-
tion of hand-painted shells on may 11, 5pm at the 
Goldenberg mansion. The artists are manuel Balde-
mor, Toti Cerda, edgar Doctor, egai Fernandez, Ro-
mulo Galicano, Noli manalang, Juvenal Sanso, Sym, 
Bets Westendorp and Phyllis Zaballero.

The Filipino Heritage Festival, the mexican 
embassy and the Ayala museum, in partnership 
with the NCCA and DoT, will present Rediscover-
ing Romeo Tabuena, The Later Work on may 22, 
6pm at the Ayala museum. The exhibit will run 
through July 19. Tabuena, who lived in mexico for 
decades, made a name for himself in that country. 
(Philstar.com)

LAWKEND SEC-A MAY 9 pp.8-24 with13   13 5/8/09   5:56:01 PM




