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YOUR IMMIGRATION
SOLUTION

ATTY. ROBERT REEVES

OW do international
film stars, profes-
sional athletes and

Nobel-prize winning scientists
who are citizens of foreign
countries work in the United
States? Despite their fame and
international stature, like other
foreign nationals they still re-
quire a visa to work in the Unit-
ed States. As a result, many of
these “superstars” have at one
time or another most likely
applied for an O or P visa to
allow them to do just that.
However, one does not nec-
essarily need to be an inter-
national film or sports
star, or have won the
Nobel Prize, in order to
obtain an O or P visa. O
and P visas allow foreign
nationals who may not
qualify for other work
visas to instead work
in the United States in
a field based on their
national or international ac-
claim or talent. Typically, many
artists, athletes, entertainers,
chefs, business people lacking
professional degrees and others
who excel in their field of work
can qualify for O or P visas. In
fact, the O visa is sometimes
the preferred alternative for
workers who qualify for profes-
sional occupations under the
H-1B visa because there is no
minimum wage or education re-
quirement, no limitation on the
time spent in the United States,
and no cap on the number of
visas issued per year as there
is under the H-1B visa.
However, in order to qualify
for an O visa, the foreign na-
tional must demonstrate “sus-
tained national or international
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O AND P VISAS:

Are you a superstar?

acclaim” in the field of sci-
ences, arts, education, business
or athletics. While this can be
shown through the receipt of a
major international award such
as the Nobel Prize, those who
have not achieved this standard
but who have still distinguished
themselves in their field may
also qualify for an O visa. The
United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
considers a variety of factors
in deciding whether a foreign
national qualifies for an O visa
including, but not limited to, if
the person received national or
international awards, is a mem-
ber of a prominent association
or organization in his field, or
has been featured in published
material such as newspaper or

In order to qualify for an O
visa, the foreign national must
demonstrate “sustained national
or mternational acclavm” in the
field of sciences, arts, education,

business or athletics.

magazine articles. Once ap-
proved for an O visa, a foreign
national can work in the United
States for up to three years ini-
tially and renew his visa each
year as needed.

A foreign national may also
try to apply for a P visa. P visas
differ from O visas in that they
are generally limited to athletes
and entertainers. These include
individuals such as professional
baseball and basketball play-
ers and circus acts or acting
troupes visiting the United
States. Under certain circum-
stances, culturally unique art-
ists and entertainers may also
qualify. In order to qualify for
P visas, foreign nationals must
show that they have accom-

plished “a high level of achieve-
ment in the field...” in which
they specialize. This standard
is generally easier to meet than
the standard set forth under the
O visa. However, while certain
individual athletes may remain
in the United States for up to
five years under the P visa, most
groups are limited to the time
needed to participate in their
event or complete their perfor-
mance in the United States, not
to exceed one year.

While a foreign national may
not be an international film or
sports star or a Nobel prize-
winning scientist, if he has
made significant achievements
in the fields of athletics, the
arts, entertainment, or various
other fields, then the foreign
national may still qualify
for a work visa in the
United States if there is
a US employer willing to
employ him in that field.
Given the complex regu-
lations involving O and P
visas, and the amount of
documentation required
to support such a peti-
tion, it is recommended that a
foreign national seek consulta-
tion with an immigration attor-
ney familiar with O and P visas
to determine whether he might
qualify for such a visa.
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Atty. Reeves has represented clients
in numerous landmark immigration cases
that have set new policies regarding INS
action and immigrants’ rights. His offices
are located in Pasadena, San Francisco, Las
Vegas and Makati City.

Telephone: (800) 795-8009

E-mail: immigration@rreeves.com

Website: www.rreeves.com.
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The analysis and suggestions offered in
this column do not create a lawyer-client
relationship and are not a substitute for the
personalized representation that is essential
to every case.
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FACING FORECLOSURE?

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN:

GET OUT OF DEBT
AND START FRESH NOW!

* BILL COLLECTORS

= LAWSUITS

« WAGE
GARNISHMENTS

PROTECT YOUR HOME »~ AUTO » WAGES = OTHER ASSETS

THOUSANDS OF SUCCESSFUL CASES!

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy - Chapter 13 Debt Consolidation
- Debt Settlement (Avoid Bankruptcy)
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* FORECLOSURE
* |RS PROELEMS

RaAy BurLaoN Law Orrices, INC.

“®anibagong Simula, Panibagong Buhay”

EORECLOSURE HELP!

LOAN MODIFICATION

LET U5 NEGOTIATE WITH YOUR LENDER TO:
* LOWER YOUR PAYMENT = LOWER YOUR INTEREST RATE
* LOCK INTO A FIXED RATE

FREE CONSULTATION
SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TOLL FREE

1-866-477-7772

www.bulaonlaw.com

Offices in Glendale, Cerritos & West Covina

REFER CREDITORS TO OUR OFFICE
SAME DAY YOU HIRE US!

“We are a federal debt relief agency. If necessary, we help clients
obtain relief from debt under the Bankruptcy Code”

Ay Kay Buaos

Kasama mo kapag

BAMK OF THE PHILIFPINE ISLANDS

'l?( E]{pIESSEEI‘Ld' Paligayahin lalo natin si nanay ngayong Mother's Day. S3a aming Wells Fargo® ExpressSend" service, matutulungan namin
kayong sorpresahin siya at maiparating ang inyong pagmamahal. An economical, convenient and dependable way to send money home®. Ang una
ninyong transaction fee will be on us kapag nag-sign up kayo for a new account-based Wells Fargo ExpressSend service agreement, at ang first
transfer ninyo ay bage mag-June 30, 2009. At upang mas madali, maaari ring makapili si nanay between picking up as cash or ipa-direct deposit
sa kanyang Bank of The Philippine Islands aceount. Tivak na lalong matutuwa si memmy. Makipag-usap lamang sa aming mga bankers for details,

o tumawag sa aming service hotline: 1-B00-556-0605.

Together we'll go far






