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in the Philippines but lost, in part 
because voters thought he could 
do more for the country as an 
inspirational champion boxer. I 
agree with the Filipino people,” 
Lewis said in the article.

Pacquiao, a native of General 
Santos City, ran and lost to South 
Cotabato Representative Darlene 
Antonino-Custodio (first district) 
in the 2007 elections. Pacquiao, 
in a recent CNN interview, had 
announced that he would run for 
public office next year.

Pacquiao’s representatives 
have since petitioned the Com-
mission on Election to accredit 
his new political movement, “The 
People’s Champ Movement.”

News commentaries and fea-
tures on the run up to the May 2 
(May 3 in Manila) Las Vegas fight 
often referred to Lewis’ comment 
about Pacquiao’s presidential 
future without crediting the 
magazine.

Both the CNN and BBC net-
works commented in several 
May 1 reports that Pacquiao had 
united the Philippines. The Brit-
ish news program also cited the 
fact that the fight “had emptied 
parliament (Congress).”

Several Philippine representa-
tives admitted scheduling trips to 
Las Vegas to watch the fight.

“Pound for pound, Manny 
Pacquiao is the best boxer in the 
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world. But even more important 
than holding that distinction, 
Manny had connected with the 
people of his home country, the 
Philippines, to the point where 
he’s almost like a god,” Lewis 
said.

Pacquiao is featured on a 
spread, which features Winfrey 
and losing United States vice 
presidential candidate, Sarah 
Palin.

He is among 11 most influential 
Asians who include Indonesian 
President Susilo Bambang Yud-
hoyono, Chinese Vice Premier 
Wang Qishan, Chinese Vice Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, Chinese Internet 
wiz Jack Ma, Chinese musician 
Lang Lang, Japanese physicist 
and Nobel prize winner Yoichiro 
Nambu, Pakistani Army chief of 
Staff Ashfaq Kayani, Indian CEO 
Nandan Nilekani, Indian compos-
er A.R. Rahman and Cambodian 
activist Somaly Mam.

The Time 100 list included the 
world’s top political leaders and 
revolutionaries; builders and ti-
tans; artists and entertainers; and 
scientists and thinkers. 

will be in the stands. Pacquiao and Roach will be 
accepting their fighter of the year and trainer of the 
year award, respectively, that weekend but most 
importantly, the two will have a first hand view of 
Cotto as a possible match up. Bob Arum represents 
Cotto so discussions and contracts should be cinch. 
The question is if Cotto has too strong of an outing 
against a tough boxer like Clottey, will Roach still 
want Pacquiao to face the Puerto Rican?

Sugar Shane Mosley
Mosley’s eyes lit up when Roach mentioned the 

37-year-old’s name at the post fight press conference 

as one of the possible future opponents for Pacquiao. 
There is one catch. Mosley would have to drop to 
a “catch weight” of 143 or 144-pounds to fight the 
Filipino star. But Mosley, who had a tremendous 
knockout performance against Antonio Margarito 
to capture the WBA Welterweight Title just a few 
months ago, knows his time in the boxing ring 
is running out. He wants one or two more major 
fights before he calls it a career. Expect Mosley to 
push hard Golden Boy executives for a fight with 
Pacquiao, perhaps even willing to accept lesser 
money to do it. 

Who’s next for Pacquiao?
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ATLANTA—US health of-
ficials are no longer rec-
ommending that schools 

close because of swine flu.
The government last week 

advised schools to shut down for 
about two weeks if there were 
suspected cases of swine flu. 
Hundreds of schools around the 

country have followed that guid-
ance and closed schools.

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 
said Tuesday, May 5, that the 
swine flu virus had turned out 
to be milder than initially feared 
and the government decided to 
change its advice. Sebelius says 

parents should still make sure 
to keep sick children at home. 
Those with flulike symptoms 
should stay home for seven 
days.

The number of confirmed 
swine flu cases in the US is now 
over 400, with hundreds more 
probable cases. (AP)
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