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From the Front Page

he was ready to reclaim his title as 
the best pound-for-pound fighter. 
But boxing has a new king in an 
unassuming fighter so good that 
he won his last four fights in four 
different weight classes.

It’s a remarkable story even 
in a sport where tales of rags-to-
riches are commonplace. There 
was a time when Pacquiao lived 

in a cardboard shack in his native 
Philippines, and there didn’t seem 
anything special about him when 
he fought his first fight there at 
106 pounds in 1995.

But he began growing and 
started knocking people out. He 
hooked up with trainer Freddie 
Roach and learned how to use his 
right hand as well as his left.

Lot to like about the new king of boxing
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Boxing fans have responded 
by embracing Pacquiao, filling 
every seat at the MGM Grand 
and spending $49.95 for the pay-
per-view to watch him fight from 
home. With good reason, because 
he gives fight fans what they want 
to see.

While Mayweather plays the 
villain with great success, Pac-
quiao comes across as a humble 
fighter who cares about nothing 
except doing his job, then getting 
together with his band as he did 
after stopping Hatton to make 
some music. He’s fairly fluent 
in English and makes a point of 
speaking it instead of relying on 
a translator, and he acts like a 
professional in everything he does 
in boxing.

Most importantly, though, he 
comes to fight. Oh, does he come 
to fight.

Pacquiao brought his mother 
over from the Philippines for her 
first trip to the United States, but 
she couldn’t bear to watch her 
son fight. Instead, she stayed in a 
hotel suite praying for his success 
and health.

The rest of us were watching 
closely, though.

And there was a lot to like about 
what we saw in the new king of 
boxing. (AP)




