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HIS WEEK, I take a break from

writing about celebrities, our

leading FilAm personalities
and beauty tips by focusing on a more
personal subject. This time I want to
share wonderful things that I've rediscovered by renewing ties
with family around me. This is a tribute to them and to where I
came from.

Everyone who belongs to a family knows that any drama within a clan can be very complicated.

Sometimes, hindi magkasundo ang mga mag-anak but when everything is said and done, they're the
ones who are there to support you--whether you're down on your knees or experiencing a triumphant
moment.

Hindi talaga maiiwasan ang tampuhan. Within my own family, we naturally have issues with each other.
We have arguments and differences of opinion. There are times we don’t speak for weeks.

But a recent health scare on one family member really served as an eye-opener for everyone. It's
interesting how a crisis can bring people closer together.

Earlier this week, the Lus had a family reunion at the park where we reminisced about our childhood
growing up in Marikina, Philippines.

My sisters based in Hawaii and Canada came all the way to spend quality time with the family. It felt
really nice.

We recalled our early days in Marikina in a household of 13 members, headed by a strict Chinese
father.

Everything was going great for us until that fateful day when our grocery store--the family’s sole liveli-
hood--and our house burned to the ground.

[ can still remember feeling so helpless as I watched the raging flames devour the family property. It
was heart-breaking.

My parents had to start from scratch while taking care of 11 children, me being the 7th.

As a teenager, natuto akong magbanat ng buto. I quit high school to pursue dressmaking and fashion
design.

I'was 17 years old when I started sewing prom dresses, bridal gowns and Santacruzan costumes for
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Quality time with the Lus
my classmates.

Through dressmaking, I discovered my passion for hairstyling
and beauty.

I'would practice different hairstyles on tinderas sa palengke as well
as my sisters, sometimes charging three pesos but most of the time,
my service was free. I learned the craft by doing as much as I could.

Being a precocious 17-year-old, I had moments when I behaved
badly. This is why I was kicked out of the family home.

It was another life lesson learned. I became independent and re-
silient. I learned how to work hard to prove to myself and my parents
that I can be successful on my own.

At 24, 1 was able to put up three salons. When the opportunity
came to relocate to Los Angeles, California, I took it because [ wanted
to challenge myself.

After years of challenges, hardships, pain, and hard work, [ have
now reached the present.

All through it all, the biggest factor that drove me to always work
hard was my loved ones; my family.
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Warts and all, our family accepts us for who we are.

I've realized that what I have considered tragedies in my life in the
past have also become the catalyst for great changes.

Just like what my mom used to say, “Kung saan ka nadapa, dun
ka rin babangon.”

God bless our families. May our love for each other keep us close
always.
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The author is a Marikina-born, award-winning celebrity beauty stylist
with his own chain of salons across Southern California and Las Vegas,
Nevada. Ultimately, Monet is known as an all-around artiste who produces
sold-out fashion and awards shows, as well as unforgettable marketing
campaigns. Monet is also the founder of the revolutionary all-natural
beauty products available at www.skinbymonet.com. He supports many
humanitarian efforts to include projects in his native Marikina, The Bantay
Bata Foundation, and many more. To contact Monet, please visit www.
monetsalon.com for more information.
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YOUR ULTIMATE SMILE MAKEOVER
AND TEETH WHITENING CENTER

BECAUSE YOUIR SMILE [5 YOUR MOST IMPORTANT ASSET

WE PROVIDE COMFORTABLE, AFFORDARBLE,
STATE-OF-THE-ART CARE IN A FRIENDLY
SPA-LIKE.RELAXED ENYIRONMENT.

WE GIVE ATTENTION TO DETAILS
S0 YOU NEED A DENTIST
WITH A GOOD "EYE"

DR NE LL‘l!' LYM H'DHTII_LA.

I erear my patients the way
I warnted to be treated

!_Dm:g your Smile Make You Smlleﬂ_

| If Your Answer is "No,” I

i CALL US NOWm :

. 818.893.1700 ! $18.893.1700
L 16220 NORDHOFF STREET

MNORTH HILLS, CA 91343
WW WA REATIVESMIESDNENTA L COM

*Landline only. Asconnt based nnlﬂl]ﬂul
zevess pumber and propaid. Restrictions apply.
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* Hidden Charges!
* Expiration!
= Monthly Feel

For as low as:

Get Free
Minutes

When You Refer
a Friend!
wi 1 yr. subscription

"High 5'-||-'r|| Iniernel I'-.-|||I|.I'-.'||..

108771 say hello (729-4333)
10646) 443-3099
www.dialitc.com 1010

335553 TALK

Restrietbans Apply.
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SURGERY SPECIALS! ﬁ
EYELIDS SURGERY:

1,800

1] pper of Lower

ilip or Bump Only,
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" @®WE ACCEPT CARE CREDIT
(Financing Available/ Easy Installment)
FREE CONSULTATION

Call us now @

(626) 337-0821

SERVICES:
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« 10 Latey :.:'um Sculptue COSMETIC SOLUTIONG ic Liquid Fa EEIIﬂ—‘

1250 5. Sunset Ave., #206, West Covina, CA 91790
www.allurecosmeticsolutions.com

Offer expines on May 15, 2009, Restrictions apply. Mot to be comibined with any other coupon.
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WE DFFER:
« EXCELLENCE IN SALES, PARTS,SERVICE
*« OVER 300 NEW CARS
« CERTIFIED USED CARS COME WITH 7-YEAR OR
100 MILE-WARRANTY
* CUSTOMER INCENTIVES, CASH BACK OFFERS,
LOWAPRS, SPECIAL LEASES

WE ARE COMMITTED:
= TO PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY SERVICE FOR A
 RELATIONSHIP THAT LASTALIFETIME
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NORTH HD LLYWOOD TOYOTA
2007 PRESIDENT'S AWARD

KNOW MORE ABOUT US, VISIT US AT:

4Eﬂﬁ LANKERSHIM BLVD. NORTH HOLLYWOOD

CA 91602
orcaLL Tel. 818.508.2900

AND AsSK FOR YOUR KABABAYAN TINA

cell 818.257.1244

EMAIL tsydiongco@nohotoyota.com
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OR LOG ON TO WWW.TOYOTASALES.COM





