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AVAO CITY—Sen.
Francis Escudero said
last April 26 the debate

on Charter change (Cha-cha) at
the House of Representatives is
“all noise” and that there is no
chance it would ever be possible
before next year’s elections.

“Cha-cha is dead,” he said.
“Ingay na lang iyang ginagawa
nila Louie Villafuerte. It is all
noise that they (Camarines Sur
Rep. Luis Villafuerte) are mak-
ing.”

He said when members of the
House resume debates on Cha-
cha today, they could face an im-
passe because of lack of time and
lack of numbers.

Escudero said Congress must
cope with the increase in the
number of votes required to pro-
pose amendments to the Consti-
tution, as well as lack of time to
introduce those amendments.

“They were short of at least
21 votes before, and now that
the number of congressmen has
increased, it also means an in-
crease in the required number
for Cha-cha,” he said.

Escudero said the Supreme
Court decision increasing the
number of party-list seats in
Congress has brought about the
dilemma of lack of numbers.

“If before they failed to reach
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the three-fourths of all, the more
that there is no reason for them
to push Cha-cha because they
would have a hard time getting
the required number,” he said.

Escudero said Cha-cha Es-
cudero said the Supreme Court
would consider two very basic
limitations once the issue on
Charter change is brought be-
fore it.

“The Supreme Court has to
also adhere to the limitations—
one of which is that there must
be a real case of controversy and
a real party in interest, one who
must stand to lose something,”
he said.

Escudero said the Supreme
Court is also bound by another
limitation that there has to be
due process in hearing cases.

It would require so much time
for the proponents of Cha-cha,
he added.

When debates resume today,
sponsors of Resolution 737 led
by La Union Rep. Victor Orte-
ga, constitutional amendments
committee chairman, are sched-
uled to answer questions from
their peers about the proposed
amendments contained in the
measure.

The resolution seeks to amend
Article XII Sections 2 and 3 of
the Constitution to allow 100-

percent  foreign
participation  in
the exploitation of
natural resources
and foreign own-
ership of land.

At present, for-

Resolution 1109, Villafuerte’s
proposal for the House to con-
vene itself into a constituent as-
sembly without the Senate, was
filed last week. Aside from Vil-
lafuerte, who heads President
Arroyo’s Kabalikat ng Malay-

ang Pilipino party, 174 other
House members led by Speaker
Nograles signed the resolution.

It was sent to the rules com-
mittee chaired by Majority Lead-
er Arthur Defensor for further
study.

eigners are lim-
ited to 40-percent
participation and
land ownership.

SpeakerProspe-
ro Nograles is the
principal author of
the resolution.

When the House
started  plenary
consideration  of
the Nograles pro-
posal April 20, the
debates centered
on whether they
can tackle spe-
cific amendments
without convening Congress into
a constituent assembly.

Militant representatives,
including Risa  Hontiveros-
Baraquel of Akbayan and Liza
Maza of Gabriela, questioned
the legislative process route that
Nograles prefers.

There is no such mode for
Cha-cha under the Constitution,
the two lawmakers said.

Last April 22, at about 7pm,
House leaders tried to start the

Sen. Chiz Escudero

debates on the Nograles propos-
al, but lack of quorum prevented
them from doing so.

When a second roll call
was made, only 94 members
responded, 26 short of the

needed quorum.
The 28 newly proclaimed par-
ty-list representatives are expect-

ed to attend today’s session and

witness the Cha-cha debates.
Most of the new House mem-

bers are administration allies.
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directive to all agencies to speed up

completion of priority government
programs and projects to ensure the timely
and efficient delivery of public services to the
people.

Mrs. Arroyo earlier issued Executive Order
789 enhancing project performance, moni-
toring and evaluation system and reinforcing
public-private partnership and collaboration
in the monitoring of government projects.

The EO provides a “private sector repre-
sentative,” heading the steering committee
of the Project Performance Monitoring and

PRESIDENT Arroyo reiterated her

Evaluation (Pro-Performance) System (PPS),
and the head of the Presidential Manage-
ment Staff (PMS) as co-chair.

EO 789 also tasks all government televi-
sion and radio networks to “allot air time for
purposes of communicating the status of all
projects, including the televised bidding of
all departments.”

The PPS is an “integrated monitoring sys-
tem established to facilitate, evaluate and
advocate, and to strategically monitor the
implementation of the President’s priority
programs and projects.”

“As such, this (PPS) function shall form

part of the mandate of the PMS,” the EO
said.

Under Mrs. Arroyo’s directive, the PPS
would “provide independent and up-to-date
constructive information on the status of
project implementation based on physical
development performance and quality, finan-
cial performance and timeliness; and identify
areas, issues and concerns that need to be
addressed by lead implementing agencies
and/or project management offices.”

Mrs. Arroyo also tasked the PPS to pro-
vide the Presidential Anti-Graft Commis-

» PAGE A6

CALL: (562) 988-2278
‘TODAY!

American University
of Health Sciences
1600 E. Hill St. Signal Hill, CA 920755

Www o auhs.edu

FILING FOR PERM?
RELY ON US.

Uncer he FERM (Program Blectronic Beview Management ) System, the process for libor certilication
will be sigrificantly shortened bo a matter of monifs inatead of the 34 year span {rom the regular labor centification process
Count o hichass! F. Emg asd Berl 5. Nishimura, repulable bwyers with an impressive history ia immigralion Lw

13 haurille your PERM case with competence, credibdlily anid confidence

ENG & NISHIMURA

A NAME YOU

COMBINED 45 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH IMMIGRATION CASES
BOTH ARE GRADUATES OF ACCLAIMED
UCLA SCHOOL OF LAW & HAVE HANDLED THOUSANDS OF
IMMIGRATION CASES INCLUDING:

= (e Cards for Spouses, Children, Parenis, Boob et & SHlers

* (reen Cards & Work Permits for Regisiered Nurses, Accountants, Medlcall Dociors,
Teachers, Medlical Technologists, Minksters, Religious Workers, Traved Apents, Compader
Anabysts, Architects, Hilingual Secrefaries, Mall Writers and Journalisis, Cooles,
Engineers, Managers, Investors, Chibd and Elder care workers, and mary, many mare!

* Expedited Green Cards for Chikdren abouwt to tum 21 years old

= |15 CHizenship for all green card holders, and children in the LS, but wisn have

one parent wio is a cifizen.

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION CONCERNING PERM,
NEW LAW EXPEDITED PROCESSING FOR NURSES
AND EMPLOYMENT BASED GREENCARDS

Experienced & Friendly Siafl of 6 Lawyers & 10 540l » Competitive and Ressonable Prices » Experienced in
Taking the Hard Cases * Oiffices Close to All Freeways = Major Credit Cards Accepted

213.622.2255

1055 W. SEVENTH STREET, #1780

{(Where Seventh Street Crosses Owver the 110 Harbor Freeway)

CAN

Pilipino po tayo!

LAW OFFICES OF
KENNETH U.REYES,P.C.

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Kenneth U. Reyes, Esq.

Law Offices of

Kenneth U. Reyes, P.C.
3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700
Los Angeles, CA 90010

IMMIGRATION
» US Citizenship
* Green Card
Marriage Petitions, Realtive Petitions
Employer Petitions, PERM
*Visa
H-1B Temporary Worker
Investor's VISA
* Deportation Defense

PERSONAL INJURY
« Serious Auto Accidents
* Rear Enders
* Injuries from defective products
« Serious injuries from premises accidents
« Fractures & brain injuries from accidents

FAMILY LAW
* Divorce
* Property Division
« Child Custody and Visitation
» Child and Spousal Support
* Domestic Violence Restraining Order
« Legal Separation
CIVIL LITIGATION
* Business Disputes
* Real Estate Disputes
* Breach of Contract
« Partnership Dissolution
* Business Dissolution

We Pay Special Attention to Your Case
Call for an Appointment

(213)388.1611

website: www.kenreyeslaw.com
email: kureyeslaw@aol.com




