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From the Front Page

than honorably discharged.
Outside the US embassy, 

police blocked small groups 

of protesters who denounced 
the appeal court’s ruling and 
demanded that Manila cut 
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military ties with Washington, 
its former colonial master, 
photographers at the scene 
said.

The appeals court ruled that 
“no evidence was presented 
to show force, threat and 
intimidation applied by the 
accused” on the woman.

The woman had alleged that 
Smith sexually assaulted her 
in a van while in the company 
of other US Marines.

Smith insisted the sex was 
consensual.

Last month, the woman 
issued a statement casting 
doubt on her earlier 
testimony.

Smith met the woman in 
a bar in the port of Subic, 
after taking part in joint US-
Philippine military exercises.

The woman is reported to 
have left the Philippines for 
the United States, where show 
now lives with an American 
boyfriend whom she met after 
the alleged rape. 

Smith may still face
US court martial
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