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DATELINE PHILIPPINES

by TARRA QUISMUNDO
Inquirer.net

T was the sweet ending to
Ia story line two allies have
been writing all along, says
Evalyn Ursua, Nicole’s former
lawyer.

SAYS ATTY. URSUA

Ursua had this take on the
Court of Appeals’ decision over-
turning the conviction of Ameri-
can Marine Lance Cpl. Daniel
Smith:

“I see this as a culmination of

a long pattern to make this case
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RP gov’t never supported Nicole from Day 1

Atty. Evalyn Ursua AP Photo

go away. We clearly see political
maneuverings to make us lose
this... The Philippine government
never supported Nicole from day
one.

“Everything just fits, falls into
place... We already saw pressure
from the US, the hand of the US
from day one. We also saw how
the Philippine government gave
in to the pressure.”

Nicole had fired Ursua and ex-
ecuted a new affidavit last month
expressing doubts on her court
testimony on the Nov. 1, 2005,
incident, absolving Smith of her
rape allegations.

The document, executed be-
fore Smith’s lawyers, is the sub-
ject of a pending ethics petition
before the Supreme Court.

Court adopted defense posi-
tion

While Nicole’s affidavit was
not formally presented in court
as evidence, Ursua said the ap-
pellate court’s 71-page ruling
carried the essence of the ques-
tioned document.

“I see the influence of the af-
fidavit in the decision. I see in
some parts of the decision a
modified perspective... it com-
pletely adopted the perspective
of the defense,” said Ursua.

An “extraordinary remedy”
could be exhausted to appeal
the acquittal by proving that the
Court of Appeals “made a grave
error” and “grave abuse of dis-
cretion” in reading the case.

But as only the Philippine gov-
ernment and Nicole are the two
parties who could initiate the ac-
tion, Ursua saw it unlikely for the
acquittal to still be reversed.
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CALL US IF:

*You are behind on your mortgage payment
*Your home value is lower than what you owe
*You are struggling to keep your home

*You have too much debt

v/ We will negotiate with your bank and conduct loan
modification. No adverse impact in your credit score.

v/ We can also do Bankruptcy Chapter 7 (totally discharge all
debts and stop harassing collection calls) and Chapter 13
(Lien strip junior liens to nothing).

Atty. Gene W. Choe

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

(213) 639-3888

Please call Ms. Cielo Guilatco, (L1.B.) Filipino or Mr. Michael Kang, our Loan Modification
Manager. You may also email them at Cielo@choicelaw.org or Michaelkang@choicelaw.org

LAW OFFICES OF GENE W. CHOE, A.P.L.C.

3699 Wilshire Blvcl., Ste 720, Los Angeles, CA 90010
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