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Escudero fears ‘automated cheating’ in 2010

by Roy GERsALIA
Inquirer.net

ORSOGON CITY—Sena-
Stor Francis Escudero
raised fears that the
Commission on Elections (Com-
elec) would end up wasting the
P11.3-billion budget for the
planned computerization of elec-
tions in 2010 since it had not
fully explained how it would use

the funds.

Escudero, who is being
touted as a contender for the
presidential race in 2010, said
here on Thursday, April 17 that
the Comelec has not given the
public a clear picture of how the
next elections would be held.

“It may be vulnerable. The
automated elections may
possibly become automated

cheating,” he said.

The Bicolano senator also
said he got information from the
Comelec that data related to the
process of counting the votes
would first be transmitted to the
United States via Internet before
the results could get back to the
Philippines.

He said this route could be vul-
nerable to cheating.

Asked if he would really run
for president, Escudero was his

usual coy self and said he would
first study the political climate
and focus first on serving the
people as senator.

Escudero will turn 40 in Oc-
tober. Under the Constitution, a
presidential candidate must be at
least 40 years old.

“I am not saying I won’t [run],
I'm not saying I will. All T am say-
ing is that the decision will have
to be made when I'm fully quali-
fied,” Escudero added.

National Bureau of Investigation ‘
summons Failon helpers

by Epu Punay

Philstar.com

the house helpers of news anchor Ted Failon to appear last
April 20 at the bureau for questioning regarding the fatal
shooting of the broadcaster’s wife at their home in Quezon City.

Head agent Arnel Dalumpines, chief of the NBI-Special Task Force,
said Failon’s driver Glen Polan, houseboy Pacifico Apacible, nanny
Wilfreda Bollester and housemaid Carlita Morbos have been invited
for questioning.

Dalumpines said the four house helpers would be subjected to
polygraph as part of the bureau’s joint investigation with the Que-
zon City Police District (QCPD) of the death of Failon’s wife Trinidad
Arteche-Etong who was found with a gunshot wound to her head
inside a bathroom of their house on No. 27 General Aquino Street,
Tierra Pura Subdivision in Tandang Sora, Quezon City.

The QCPD had filed charges of obstruction of justice against Failon,
the house helpers, and Trinidad’s sister Pamela Arteche.

Police said the house helpers cleaned the bathroom where Trinidad
was found while the driver cleaned the Mitsubishi Pajero that was
used to transport the victim to hospital. The house helpers claimed
that they cleaned the crime scene on their own initiative.

Investigators said Failon might have obstructed justice when he
gave limited details to the authorities and refused to surrender his
mobile phone.

“We already evaluated their (house helpers) sworn affidavits. We
want to talk to them because we need to ask more questions,” said
Dalumpines.

The NBI official assured the people that the bureau has the capa-
bility to reconstruct the crime scene and retrieve physical evidence
through the use of high-tech equipment.

“The crime scene is very important. We want to know why was it
tampered. Was it intentional or was it done so as not to scare the kid
(younger child of the Failons) there as they claimed? We will look
into that,” said Dalumpines.

“We will invite Ted and the others in the family but at a later date.
We have to respect them,” Dalumpines explained.

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez earlier commented that he be-
lieves the cleanup of the crime scene “was not a lapse but could be
an intentional act of tampering evidence.”

Dalumpines however assured the Failon family that the NBI would
look at all possible angles.

“There is no priority in our investigation. In its course, we will pur-
sue angles based on information we gather,” he added.

The NBI team visited the house of the Failons at Tierra Pura and
the New Era Hospital last Thursday afternoon. Dalumpines has al-
ready talked to Failon.

Dalumpines said businessman Delfin Lee, a friend of Failon, would
be also invited for questioning.

THE National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) has summoned
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Metro Unveils LA’s Largest Solar Project

There’s a lot more than just a roof over Metro’s downtown
LA maintenance facility. Some 6,720 solar panels
generating 1,000 kilowatts of electricity are atop Metro’s
Support Services Center, the largest solar project in LA.
That and other “green” improvements will cut the facility’s
$1.1 million annual energy bill by 50%.

$9.8 Million For Wilshire Bus Lanes

Metro is receiving $9.8 million in federal funds for work
on dedicated curbside bus lanes for Wilshire Boulevard
during the morning and evening rush hours. The project
along portions of LA’s busiest transit corridor between
Downtown and Santa Monica could improve travel times
on buses an average of 24%.

Now...Go Metro with TAP

Metro is replacing its paper passes with TAP, the eco-friendly
fare card you can use again and again. TAP recently replaced
Metro’s disposable paper Day Pass. Please remember that
Senior, College/Vocational and Students need to submit a
new application for a TAP card to continue receiving their
discounts. Learn more at metro.net.

Sign Up For Bike To Work Day

It’s time to put away the rain coat and get out the bike helmet.
Start training now for Bike To Work Day on Thursday, May
14. Pledge to join in and be eligible to win biking accessories
and other prizes. You and your bike also ride free on Metro
that day. To register or learn more, visit metro.net/biketowork.

Go Metro To Fiesta Broadway

Twenty-four square blocks of downtown LA will be
transformed into the world’s largest Cinco de Mayo
celebration for the 20th Anniversary AT&T Fiesta Broadway
on Sunday, April 26. Go Metro and beat the crowds with
several bus routes and Metro Rail service taking you right
to all the action.

If you'd like to know more,
please call us at
1.800.464.2111,

or visit metro.net.
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HANLON LAW GROUP, F.L.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S #1

IMMIGRATION LAW FIRM
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Hanlon Law Group, P.C. has
led greater Los Angeles area law

providing aggressive,

expert representation and In
client satisfaction for the past
ten years.

Offering reasonable fees for the most aggressive
and competent representation in the Los Angeles
e  area. Specializing in all facets of US Immigration Law,

] Federal Litigation, Appeals and related matters.

| Call (800) 976-5675 to schedule
your FREE initial consultation with a

qualified expert today!
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225 5. Lake Ave. 11th Floor - Pasadena, CA 91101 » Phone : (626) 585-8005 » Fax : (626) 585-8595
www.hanlonlawgroup.com « visas@hanlonlawgroup.com




