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migrants, permanent migrants 
and undocumented or irregular 
migrants,” the report said.

The almanac was published 
last year by the IMDI, a non-
government  o rgan i za t i on 
concerned with migrat ion 
issues, to document the total 
number of Filipinos who have 
gone overseas, whether they 
left temporarily or permanently, 
and with or without proper 
documents.

Global model
But, as migration researcher 

Benjamin Cariño said, despite 
the importance of international 
migration to national policy, 
there are serious limitations 

in the country’s international 
migration statistics, as well as 
the whole system of collecting 
these.

The 357-page almanac is 
divided into three chapters 
dealing with the following 
topics: Harmonized statistics on 
overseas Filipinos, the countries 
of destination of Filipinos and 
the provinces of  origin of 
overseas Filipinos.

The section on harmonized 
statistics presents data on the 
number of migrant workers 
across the globe, categorized 
as “temporary,” “permanent 
residents” and “undocumented 
or irregular migrants.”

Filipinos found in every country 
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It also contains information 
on the number of migrant 
households (defined as a family 
having a member working 
overseas)  in  the  country, 
remi t tance  f lows and the 
impact of overseas migration 
on development.

Increased remittances
The flow of remittances has 

increased so much over the 
years that the estimated figure 
was bigger than the income 
of almost 70 percent of the 
country’s provinces.

Accord ing  to  Opin iano , 
the statistical data used in 
t h e  a l m a n a c  c a m e  f r o m 
the fo l lowing government 
agencies :  Commiss ion on 
Filipinos Overseas, Department 
of Tourism, Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Department 
of Labor and Employment, 
P h i l i p p i n e  O v e r s e a s 
Employment Administration, 
Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration, Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas, National Statistics 
Office, National Statistical 
Coordination Board, and the 
Bureau of Immigration. 

economic time.
“We must do everything we can to help protect 

our schools from the effects of our economy—
that’s why these Recovery Act dollars are so 
important,” said Governor Schwarzenegger. “I 
have always said our kids should have the first 
run at our treasury, and that’s true of the Recovery 
Act dollars too.

“I’m proud that through our swift action 
California is the first state to be awarded these 
funds, we’re the first to pass these dollars 
immediately to local school districts, and we’re 
the first to protect teachers’ jobs with Recovery 
Act dollars. I’ll continue to fight for every available 
dollar to Recovery Act funding and am committed 
to sending those dollars quickly out into our 
schools, into our communities, and into our 
economy.”

The funds now flow through the California 
Department of Education (CDE) and are available 
immediately to be administered by Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell. School 
districts will apply for their funds through an 

application process managed by CDE.
 With his Recovery Task Force, Governor 

Schwarzenegger last week signed the application 
for the funding, opening the door for approximately 
$4.9 billion to flow into California and quickly to 
schools where it will preserve education programs 
and protect jobs, as well as an additional $1.1 
billion to protect other state programs. Now, less 
than two weeks after the federal government made 
the funding guidelines available, school districts 
can tap into the first installment of that funding: 
$3.1 billion, of which approximately $2.6 billion 
is estimated to go toward K-12 schools and $537 
million toward the California State University and 
University of California systems.

  “These important funds come with significant 
flexibility that will allow our schools and universities 
to meet their most critical needs while continuing 
to improve student performance,” said Secretary 
of Education Glen Thomas. “The quick action of 
the Recovery Task Force means our educators 
can now begin taking action to protect jobs and 
programs.” 

Calif. is the first state to receive
Education Recovery Act dollars
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