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Bureau of Automotive Repair Recognizes 
April National Car Care Month California’s current car-dependent 

lifestyle has led to dramatic increase 
in health risks
- California has more registered cars 
than any other state
- 95 percent of all Californians breathe 
in dangerous levels of smog on a 
regular basis
- Every year, more people die from air 
quality-related health issues than car 
accidents
- 50 percent of all California’s motor 
vehicle pollution is produced by only 10-
15 percent of the state’s total number 
of cars driven
- A poorly maintained or malfunctioning 
vehicle can release as much as 10 times 
the emissions of a well-maintained 
vehicle.
California is home to eight of the ten 
most ozone-polluted countries in the 
United States
- Surprisingly, ozone pollution is 
invisible and odorless. So air that looks 
clean may actually have unhealthy 
concentrations of ozone
- Particulate matter can also be at 

unhealthy levels when the air appears 
clean.
According to the American Lung 
Association’s State of the Air: 2007, 
air pollution can:
- Trigger asthma attacks in children 
and adults
- Increase the risk of upper and lower 
respiratory infections
- Prevent children’s lungs from 
developing fully
- Increase school absences due to 
respiratory illness
California’s air quality standards tend 
to be more stringent than the national 
air quality standards, i.e., the air is 
deemed to be unhealthy at lower 
concentrations of pollutants
- Therefore, the State standards tend to 
be exceeded more frequently
- Because of this, the number of 
Days Above State Standard is a more 
sensitive indicator of the number of 
days of unhealthy air. In other words, 
California experiences more days of 
unhealthy air (Department of Consumer 
Affairs, Bureau of Automotive Repair)

Did you know?

BAR Representatives meet with Asian Reporters in SoCal

LOS ANGELES - The Bureau of Automotive Repair (BAR) held 
a media briefing recently where they provided the Asian Pa-
cific American community with an overview of their programs 

and services available to California consumers, including the Drive-
Healthy campaign, provided tips on proper car maintenance and 
highlighted April National Car Care Month.

“BAR has been an active participant in the Asian Pacific American 
community,” said Sherry Mehl, BAR Chief. “With April being National 
Car Care Month, we thought this was an excellent opportunity for us 
to reach out to California consumers to educate them about the impor-
tance of proper car care maintenance and how we can collectively help 
improve our state’s air quality.”

Mehl detailed some of BAR’s programs, including the Bureau Con-
sumer Assistance Program, which provides resources and advice on 
how vehicles can pass their Smog Check Inspection and help keep 
California’s air clean. Qualified motorists who do not pass the biennial 
smog check may be eligible to receive up to $500 in emissions-related 
repairs, or can participate in the voluntary vehicle retirement program, 
in exchange for $1,000.

The Bureau’s Auto Body Inspection Program allows motorists to re-
ceive a free inspection after collision repairs have been made to a vehicle 
due to an accident. This is to ensure that the repairs were performed 
properly and in accordance with the repairs listed on the invoice. Since 

auto body repairs can be complex and confusing, the Auto Body Inspec-
tion Program is a valuable tool that can provide added protection and 
education to California motorists involved in automobile accidents.

“ We are committed to educating California consumers about their 
rights and responsibilities as drivers,” added Mehl. “BAR is here to as-
sist motorists with questions or concerns they may have and to make 
our programs available to all consumers. Together, I am confident that 
we can help make the roads safer and our air cleaner.”

At the media briefing, BAR technicians were on hand to share com-
mon consumer mistakes, provide tips on car care maintenance, and 
demonstrated basic maintenance including how to use a tire pressure 
gauge and how to check your vehicle’s air filter.

“Most people think it’s a hassle or difficult to maintain a vehicle,” said 
Mehl. “In fact, basic car care is fairly easy to employ and does not take 
too much time. Most consumers just don’t know what to look for.”

“April, being National Car Care Month, is a great time for California 
drivers to get their vehicles checked,” added Mehl. “A quick inspection 
or check-up will help ensure that your vehicle is running smoothly and 
properly.”

For additional information about BAR and its programs, call 1(800) 
952-5210 or visit www.drivehealthy.com. Assistance is available in 
more than 170 languages, including Mandarin, Cantonese, Vietnamese, 
Korean, Hmong and Tagalog. n

Sever    -
al auto-
ma ker s 

are develop-
ing plug-in 
hybrid vehi-
cles and elec-
tric cars that 
could help 
meet Presi-
dent Barack 
Obama’s goal 
of putting 1 
million plug-
in hybrids on the road by 2015. Many industry officials say 
the goal is a worthy one but will be difficult to meet. A look at 
the work by some auto manufacturers:

GENERAL MOTORS CORP.: General Motors is set to produce 
the Chevrolet Volt, an extended range electric plug-in, in late 

2010 in 
l i m i t e d 
n u m -
b e r s . 
The Volt 
i s  t h e 
c e n t e r -
piece of 
GM’s at-
tempt to 
take the 
l e a d  i n 
e lectr ic 
vehicles 

a n d  w i l l 
have a lithium-ion battery and electric motor that can take the car 
40 miles on a single charge. A gasoline engine will kick in to pow-
er a generator to extend the Volt’s range beyond the 40 miles. GM 
has not  yet 
a n n o u n c e d 
the price of 
the car, but 
t he  cos t  i s 
expected to 
be $30,000 to 
$40,000.

T O Y O T A 
M O T O R 
CORP.: Toy-
ota will start 
g l o b a l  d e -
l ivery of 500 
Toyota Prius plug-in hybrids powered by lithium-ion batteries 

A look at the auto industry’s 
work on plug-in hybrid and 

electric cars

Chevrolet Volt 		                                           AP photo

Tesla Roadster		                         	            AP photo

Toyota Prius	       	           	                                         AP photo
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