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AgnieszkA DolinskA

PROBLEM SOLVED

AS an immigration attor-
ney practicing immigra-
tion litigation, I spend a 

considerable amount of time in 
immigration courts.  In fact, I am 
there pretty much every week.  I 
can best summarize my experi-
ence of appearing in immigration 
court as frustrating, exhausting, 
and very time consuming.  Never 
mind that the odds are already 
stacked up against most of my 
clients.  The bureaucratic de-
lays, ill-wishing government at-
torneys, and moody judges only 
compound the negative image 
my clients are faced with ev-
ery time they appear in court.  

Despite the problems with the 
immigration court system, I do 
find my job very rewarding and 
motivating.  This is especially 
true when my clients and I can 
successfully navigate through 
the complicated and patience-
testing immigration court experi-
ence and prevent removal from 
the United States.  The tears of 
joy that follow taste so sweet af-
terward and fuel me to push for-
ward.

Yet, it never fails to amaze 
me when I see individuals in im-
migration court who are there 
without having first met or spo-
ken with their attorneys.  Spend-
ing many hours in immigration 
courtrooms has provided me 
with ample opportunities to ob-
serve many attorneys, some of 
them to be emulated and some 
of them to be shunned.  I literally 
cringe inside when some immi-
gration attorneys enter the court-
room looking for a client or two 
whom they have not met prior 
to the hearing.  This has to be so 
frightening for the individuals, 
who not only are facing depar-
ture from the United States, but 
also have to hope that an attorney 
whom they have not yet met will 
not only show up, but also help 
them stay in the United States.  

Of course there are times 
where emergencies happen and 
an attorney has to appear for a 
client he or she never laid eyes 
on, perhaps as a favor to a col-
league.  However, when I see 
the same attorneys time and 
time again searching and meet-
ing a client in court for the first 
time, sometimes minutes before 
a very important court hearing, 
I am deeply sad and offended.  
Attorney who practice law in the 
above fashion simply bring a bad 
name to the legal profession.

Why do I bring this up?  Be-
cause of the difficult economic 
times we find ourselves these 
days.  When people are hurting 
financially, they will reach out to 
“cheaper” attorneys and notari-
os for help rather than seek out 
qualified and knowledgeable at-

torneys who may be more expen-
sive.  While I know that we have 
already written many cautionary 
words against unscrupulous no-
torious and immigration consul-
tants, warning our clients, our 
warning cannot be understated.  
Notario scams and shoddy work 
persist.  We continue to see many 
clients coming to us after their 
cases have been compromised 
by actions of notarios.  The prob-
lem has not gone away.    

But why does it matter?  It 
matters because the immigration 
enforcement has been on the rise 
during the last 4 years.  Consider 
the following statistics.  In 2008, 
the total number of cases before 
the immigration courts nation-
wide was 351, 447.  Immigra-
tion courts located in Arlington, 
Virginia, Miami, New York, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles han-
dled approximately 57% of all 
asylum cases, Los Angeles hav-
ing the biggest load of all (count-
ing asylum and other matters). 
The predominant nationalities 
involved in completed cases for 
2008 included Mexico, El Salva-
dor, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
China.  Forty-eight (48)% of all 
cases in 2008 involved individu-
als who were detained.  And only 
about 40% of individuals in im-
migration court cases completed 
in 2008 were represented by at-
torneys.  

The most somber statistic for 
2008 is the following - only 24% 
of individuals placed in removal 
proceedings in 2008 had some 
time of relief application they 
could pursue to avoid being back 
to their native countries.  In an-
other words, only 1 in 4 individu-
als had something to apply for 
in removal proceedings.  This is 
very alarming and troubling.  But 
I have no doubts it is true.  In 
fact, I can attest that I have seen 
a significant increase in cases 
being sent to immigration courts 
following filings of green card or 
asylum applications, which either 
had no bases for them or were 
somehow problematic.  While 
there are a number of individu-
als who ended up in removal pro-
ceedings because of their own 
actions, such as criminal convic-
tions, there are many who found 
themselves there by surprise 
(prior denied applications).

So what can you do to avoid 
similar fate?  First, do not be 
tempted to hire a notario as op-
posed to a reputable attorney 
solely because of finances.  Im-
migration consultants are not 
attorneys and they do not un-
derstand the law.  They are con-
cerned about their business bot-
tom line, not about their clients’ 
best interest.  In many cases, 
individuals harmed by notarios 
ended up spending thousands 
of dollars trying to save their im-
migration cases later on, signifi-
cantly beyond the amount they 
would have paid if they hired an 

immigration attorney in the first 
place.   

Second, beware of empty 
promises and assurances that 
you will get to remain in the 
United States when you deal with 
notarios.  Their promises sound 
so tempting, but they have no 
substance.  An ethical attorney 
cannot give you any guarantees.  
However, she or he will thor-
oughly explain to you how and 
what can be done in your case, 
and will work hard to achieve it.  

Notarios and immigrant con-
sultants usually do not do that.  
They rarely explain the process 
and what possible outcomes can 
be.  In fact, most of the cases 
they handle involve filing appli-
cations for which their clients do 
not qualify, simply for the pur-
pose of obtaining a work permit 
authorization.  When decisions 
are finally made on those frivo-
lous applications and the clients 
suffer severe consequences, in-
cluding removal from the United 
States, notarios disappear or are 
of no further assistance.  Myste-
riously, files are lost or destroyed 
so those notarios can avoid re-
sponsibility.  

When you engage services of 
immigrant consultants, you can-
not simply sit idly by and fail to 
find out what actions are being 
taken on your behalf.  You can-
not allow yourself to be ignorant 
or blindly follow what notarios 
promise.  If something sounds 
too good to be true, it probably is.  
While you do not need to under-
stand all the laws and regulations 
involved, you should certainly 
have some idea as to what you 
are applying for and how you are 
going to get there.  Otherwise, 
you are opening yourself up not 
only for disappointment, but also 
for disaster.    And remember, ig-
norance is not an excuse in law.  

Please contact our office if you 
have any questions regarding 
your or somebody’s immigration 
problems. Our experienced at-
torneys will be glad to help.  Our 
offices are located in Cerritos, 
Riverside, and Irvine.  
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Ignorance	is	not	bliss	
						in	immigration	law	

judgment.  Unlike dissolution, the marriage bond remains intact and neither spouse can re-
marry until the existing marriage is dissolved either by death or judgment. 

Residency requirements vary for dissolution, nullity, and legal separation.  The foregoing is 
merely an overview of the various options for terminating or altering marital status, and accord-
ingly, it is advised that you consult with an experienced attorney to further explore which of the 
above options is best to pursue.

***
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Earthquake preparedness tipsInSuRancE 101

MeloDy AvecillA

LIVING in California, 
means living with earth-
quakes. They can happen 

at any time. Are you and your 
family prepared? If not, you may 
want to familiarize yourself with 
these earthquake safety tips.

The best protection during an 
earthquake is to get under heavy 
furniture such as a desk, table or 
bench. The greatest danger exists 
directly outside buildings, at exits 
and alongside exterior walls. Fa-
talities often happen when people 
run outside of buildings and get 
hit by falling debris from collaps-
ing walls. Ground movement dur-
ing an earthquake is seldom the 
direct cause of death or injury. 
Most earthquake-related casual-

ties result from collapsing walls, 
flying glass and falling objects. 

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) has in-
formation to help you prepare for 
all types of disasters, including 
earthquakes. Here are a few:

Check your home for hazards 
– make sure shelves are fastened 
securely to walls; large, heavy 
objects and breakable items are 
stored on lower shelves; pictures 
and mirrors are hung away from 
areas where people sit and sleep; 
check for defective electrical wir-
ing and gas leaks as these pose 
potential fire hazards

Identify safe places in each 
room – under sturdy furniture; 
against an inside wall; away from 
where glass could shatter or heave 
furniture might topple

Locate safe places outside 
– open spaces away from falling 
debris and electrical lines

Have disaster supplies on had 
– flashlights; portable battery-

operated radio; first aid kit and 
essential medicines; emergency 
food and water; hand-operated 
can opener; cash and credit cards; 
sturdy shoes

Develop and emergency com-
munication plan – in case family 
members get separated, have a 
designated place to meet; ask an 
out-of-state relative to be your 
family contact and make sure ev-
eryone has the phone number

A little advance planning can 
help you and your family weather 
disasters of any kind more safely. 
And remember … earthquake 
damage is generally not covered 
by your homeowners insurance. 
So include your insurance agent 
in your planning.

***
If	 you	 suspect	 a	 scam,	 call	 the	 NICB	

hotline	at	1–800–TEL–NICB.
For	 information	 about	 auto	 insurance	

and 	 insurance 	 f raud , 	 contact 	 your	
insurance	agent.
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BRIDgIng 
fInancIaL gaPS

IT is often difficult for in-
dividuals to think about 
the care and treatment 

they want in the event they are 
incapable of making their own 
health care decisions. An Ad-

What is an advanced 
healthcare directive?

vance Health Care Directive 
(often confused with a “Living 
Will”), is a written document 
declaring the type and extent of 
medical care that you desire in 
the event you become incapaci-
tated. Having an Advance Health 
Care Directive in place is the best 
way to make your medical and 
health care wishes known and 
to ensure that those wishes are 
followed, including directions 
regarding the use of life-prolong-
ing equipment and procedures. 

By completing an Advance 
Health Care Directive, the law, 
in essence, allows you to have a 
say regarding your medical care 
wishes when you are otherwise 
not able to speak and make the 
same known. Without it, your 
family may act on their own ac-
cord rather than yours, i.e., you 
may not want to prolong your 
life if it means being completely 
incapacitated and kept alive by 
means of a respirator, etc. Your 
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Atty. lAwrence yAng

DEBt RELIEf

BAIL out and bankrupt-
cies are two words that 
have made headlines 

recently. Hundreds of billions of 
Federal bail out funds have been 
given to the banking and finan-
cial industry and to the big 2 car-
makers, GM and Chrysler, in the 
last 3 months. Bail out funds was 
given to AIG, the biggest Ameri-
can insurance company, to save it 
from bankruptcy. AIG guaranteed 
billions of toxic mortgages given 
by banks. When homeowners 
started defaulting, these banks 
called on AIG to pay them for 
the defaulting loans, which were 
guaranteed by AIG. If AIG did not 
receive Federal bail out funds, it 
would not have enough cash to 
honor these guarantees. In that 
situation, AIG would be techni-
cally bankrupt because it would 
not have the financial capacity to 
pay the guarantees that it issued. 
Wachovia, Countrywide, Lehman 
Brothers, Bears & Stearns, Wash-
ington Mutual were all financial 
titans that all went bankrupt in 
the last few months due to the 
mortgage meltdown. The big 
2 carmakers are both bankrupt 
being kept afloat for the next 60 
days by bail out funds. The CEO 
of GM has been sacked and re-
placed by an Obama appointee. 
President Obama said last week, 
that the government guarantees 

Bail out vs bankruptcy
all warranties issued by GM 
& Chrysler, and that GM and 
Chrysler may be knocking on the 
doors of bankruptcy court soon.

Is bail out and bankruptcy syn-
onymous? Certainly, these banks 
and corporations would not have 
needed bailouts to continue op-
erating if they were not bankrupt 
or on the brink of bankruptcy. A 
bail out involves the infusion of 
new cash in the form of loans or 
capital enabling the borrower to 
continue operating in its original 
form. Without bail out funds, the 
borrower is not able to meet debt 
payments, which are coming 
due and would have to face the 
consequences of defaults in pay-
ments of obligations, which are 
due. New funds put the borrower 
on life support, so to speak, so 
the borrower can live for an-
other week, or another month. 
If the borrower needs new funds 
to buy an extension of life, isn’t 
that borrower very sick? Indeed 
it is. Without new funds, the bor-
rower would just collapse and 
die. Thus, the recipients of major 
bail out funds have all been too 
big to die, so they say. According 
to Obama, if AIG were not given 
bail out funds, it would drag the 
whole U.S. economy, and thus, 
the whole world economy down 
the drain, as a giant octopus 
would. It’s hard to imagine that 
the biggest economy in the world 
would die, if AIG died, even if it 
were the largest American insur-
ance company. But that is what 
the prophets of doom and gloom 
say, and they are presently in 
charge.

On the other hand, a liquida-
tion bankruptcy means that the 

borrower is not going to con-
tinue doing business as it did 
before. All of its assets will be 
sold to generate cash to pay its 
creditors. A reorganization bank-
ruptcy means that the borrower 
will continue doing business but 
has asked the bankruptcy court’s 
protection to handle it’s credi-
tors in accordance with bank-
ruptcy law. While the borrower 
is undergoing reorganization in 
bankruptcy court, creditors can-
not sue borrower who will pres-
ent a business plan to the court 
to convince the court of its future 
viability. In the business plan, 
the borrower will get rid of a 
lot of debt and will void a lot of 
contracts, so it can emerge as a 
lean and profitable enterprise. A 
reorganization bankruptcy may 
involve an infusion of fresh funds 
from loans or new capital but it 
always will involve the substan-
tial reduction of debt.

For individuals with too much 
debt, they can seek Chapter 7 or 
13 bankruptcy relief. Chapter 7 
gives them a fresh start without 
debt while keeping most if not 
all of their assets. A Chapter 13 
reorganizes their financial affairs 
with reduced debt payments.

If you need debt relief, contact 
my office. I will analyze your case 
personally.

***
Lawrence	 Bautista	 Yang	 specializes	 in	

bankruptcy,	 business,	 real	 estate	 and	 civil	
litigation	and	has	 successfully	 represented	
more	than	five	thousand	clients	in	California.	
Please	call	Angie,	Barbara	or	Jess	at	 (626)	
284-1142	 for	 an	 appointment	 at	 1000	 S.	
Fremont	Ave.,	 Bldg.	 A-1	 Suite	 1125	Unit	 58,	
Alhambra,	CA	91803.		
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