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Turning the corner:
comprehensive immigration
reform and the economy

YOUR IMMIGRATION
SOLUTION

ATTY. ROBERT ReeVES & JEREMIAH JOHNSON

OMPREHENSIVE  im-
Cmigration reform and
the economy - you can’t

discuss one without discussing

the other. Over the past couple of

weeks there has been a lot of talk
not only about the economy, but
also about the possibility of com-
prehensive immigration reform.
Although President Obama has
recently indicated that he may
begin the dialogue required for
the passage of comprehensive
immigration reform, it is unlikely
that any comprehensive law will
pass Congress in 2009. Not this
year, not in this economy. Nev-
ertheless, the current administra-
tion remains committed to com-
prehensive immigration reform,
citing it as a top priority. Indeed,
President Obama made a prom-
ise to “pursue genuine solutions
day-in and day-out l[includingl
immigration reform that will se-
cure our borders, and punish em-
ployers who exploit immigrant
labor; reform that finally brings
the 12 million people who are
here illegally out of the shadows
by requiring them to take steps to
become legal citizens.” As previ-
ously discussed in past articles,
President Obama will first need
to tackle the current economic
crisis, including the unemploy-
ment rate facing America before
a comprehensive immigration re-
form package becomes politically
viable. However, there is indica-
tion from public policy groups
and organizations that America
is turning the corner and may
be ready to address immigration
in the context of this economy.

One such organization, the
Immigration Policy Center, re-

cently released a report that
found that the legalization of
undocumented immigrants
would actually increase gov-
ernment revenues by bringing
more workers into the tax sys-
tem. The report also noted that
“enforcement only” policies are
expensive and ineffective, and
legalization would increase the
already established economic
benefits of immigration. This
report is especially relevant
given the current economic
stimulus plan is based in part
on government spending which
necessarily requires revenue.
Forexample, the “underground”
construction industry alone de-
nied an estimated $272 million
in revenue because employers
did not pay payroll taxes and
another $70 million in lost per-
sonal income taxes. Although
comprehensive immigration
reform including a legalization
program would not recover this
loss revenue completely, it is a
step in the right direction.

Moreover, the report found
that workers with legal status
historically earn and spend
more, thereby contributing to
the economic recovery and
ongoing health of the United
States. Specifically, after the
1986 Immigration Reform and
Control Act, workers experi-
enced an average hourly wage
increase of 15% after four to
five years. Furthermore, legal
status allowed workers to move
into higher paying jobs, leading
to an increase in not only fed-
eral and state income taxes but
also providing immigrants the
ability to buy more goods and
services. Such an increase cre-
ates additional jobs and gener-
ates even more revenue from
sales and business taxes.

Another organization, the
Pew Hispanic Center, released
a comprehensive report entitled
“A Portrait of Unauthorized Im-
migrants in the United States.”
The report estimates that of the
approximately 11.9 million un-
authorized immigrants who live
in the United States, 8.3 million
work without authorization.
These wunauthorized workers
make up over 5% of the overall
labor force, and are almost 10%
of California’s labor force! Al-
lowing these workers to obtain
legal status would necessarily
add to the overall strength of the
economy. In fact, a Congressio-
nal Budget Office study found
that legalizing the millions of
unauthorized workers and their
families would add tens of bil-
lions to the U.S. Treasury. The
study also noted that the in-
creased revenue would not only
come through more taxes paid,
but also through fees and fines
that are likely to be included in
any legalization program.

President Obama’s approach
to immigration reform includes
such a legalization program, a
change within the immigration
bureaucracy and an increase in
the number of visas available
for immigrants to keep families
together and meet the demand
for jobs that employers cannot
fill. This increase of visa num-
bers will be particularly wel-
comed in communities where
visa backlogs can span 10 to
20 years, as in the case of the
Philippines and Mexico. As
for undocumented immigrants
already in the United States,
President Obama supports a
legalization program that al-
lows these immigrants, who are
in good standing, to pay a fine,
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IN DEBT?"

FACING FORECLOSURE?

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN:

GET OUT OF DEBT
AND START FRESH NOW!

* BILL COLLECTORS

* LAWSUITS

* WAGE
GARNISHMENTS

PROTECT YOUR HOME = AUTO » WAGES » OTHER ASSETS

THOUSANDS OF SUCCESSFUL CASES!

Chapter 7 Bankruptcy - Chapter 13 Debt Consolidation
- Debt Settlement (Avoid Bankruptcy)

* JUDGMENTS
= AUTO REPOD
* FORECLOSURE
* |[RS PROELEMS

Ray BuLAaoN Law OFFICES, INC.
"@anibagong Simula, Panibagong SBuhay”

FORECLOSURE HELP!

LOAN MODIFICATION

LET US NEGOTIATE WITH YOUR LENDER TO:
* LOWER YOUR PAYMENT = LOWER YOUR INTEREST RATE
« LOCK INTO A FIXED RATE

FREE CONSULTATION

SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

TOLL FREE

1-866-477-7772

www.bulaonlaw.com
Offices in Glendale, Cerritos & West Covina

REFER CREDITORS TO OUR OFFICE
SAME DAY YOU HIRE US!

"We are a federal debt relief agency. If necessary, we help clients
obtain relief from debt under the Bankruptcy Code”

14
Ay Bay Buiaox

NOW HIRING ! APPLY TODAY!

FACING LAY DFFS57 NEVER LOOK FOR A JOB AGAIN!

Come meet us at the Asian and Pacific Islander

LAPD Job Fair & Hiring Seminar

Info Session at 9 am * Written Exam at 11 am

City of Los Angeles Personnel Department

Saturday, April 25, 2009

Civil Service Commission Room 350
700 E. Temple 5t., L.A., CA 90012
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and to serve: our community
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Weekly Testing Locations Schedules

Every Monday - 7:00 p.m

san Pedro Municipal Building

638 South Beacon Street, Conf. Room 452
San Pedro, 20731

Every Tuesday - 7:00 p.m

Marvin Braude Building

6262 Yan Muys Blvd., Conference Rm. 1A
Van Muys, 21401

Every Weadnesday - 7:00 p.m.
Personnel Building

700 East Temple Street, Room 115-B
LA, #0012

Every Thursday - 7:00 p.m,
Hollywood Meighborhood City Hall
6501 Fountain Ave., L.A., 0028

First Monday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Consfiteant Servicas Canfar
B475 South Yermont Avenua, LA, F0044

Second Monday of each month - &:00 p.m.
Baldwin Hills Cramsheaw Ploza

Cammunity Roam

A&650 West Martin Luthar Bing, Jr. Bhed,, LA, S0008

SATURDAY TESTING is held ot 8:00 a.m.
[except holidoy waokends|

Parsonnal Buslding

J00 Eost Temple Streat, Room 115-8

LA, 20012

Police Officer |
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