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Prices of bread, noodles may go down-DTI

by Ma. ELisa Osorio

Philstar.com

rices of flour-based prod-

Pucts like bread, pasta and

instant noodles may go

down as the cost of flour contin-

ues to fall, according to the De-

partment of Trade and Industry
(DTD.

The price of pan de sal, a break-
fast staple of Filipinos, may also
return to P1 apiece after flour
millers agreed to look into the
possibility of reviving the Tinapay
ng Bayan program.

Last December, the Philip-
pine Association of Flour Millers
(PAFMIL) proposed the Tinapay
ng Bayan program to the gov-
ernment to help consumers cope
with the economic crisis.

However, problems with the
implementing government agen-
cy forced the flour millers to
abandon their plan.

The DTI said PAFMIL is again
open to the idea of selling the
cheaper pan de sal.

Officials met with the millers to
discuss ways to maintain a rea-

sonable price for flour.

As a result, the flour millers
combined their technologies and
resources to produce a special
blend of flour that is lower in cost
yet high yielding.

At the same time, the DTI ques-
tioned bakers on why the price of
bread remains high in spite of the
significant decrease in the price
of flour.

Trade Undersecretary Zenaida
Maglaya announced that a
meeting with the baking industry
has also been set to discuss
appropriate reduction in the price
of bread, especially loaf and pan
de sal.

“We want to find out why the
cost of bread remains high con-
sidering that flour, its main ingre-
dient, has gone down significant-
ly,” she said.

“When the price of flour rose
by P13 per bag in August of last
year, bakers raised the retail price
of loaf bread by P1 and pan de sal
by P0.25 per pack of 10.”

“Now that flour prices have
dropped considerably from P970
last August to its current price of

P880 to P760, what is stopping
bakers from implementing a ‘big-
time’ reduction?”

Maglaya has promised that the
government will continue to keep
tabs on flour millers and bakers
in ensuring that prices of their
products remain stable and rea-
sonable.

“We called them because we
are in the process of reviewing
flour prices in order to determine
if further price reduction is in
order given the softening in wheat
contract price and implementation
of zero tariff,” she said.

The price of wheat as of January
this year stood at $310 to $332 per
metric ton, almost the same as the
August 2007 level when the price
oflocal flour was at a high of P640
and a low of P620, Maglaya said.

International price of hard
spring wheat began to slide
in April and mid-May of 2008
where it stood at $471.70 per ton
or about 42 percent below the
peak recorded in late February of
$818.70 per ton.

Meanwhile, local flour millers
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BSN Program is offered through New England College

Highly structured didactic and clinical instructions
sessions using CHED approved course syllabus and

instructions outline.

This is a Philippine = based BSN program dully

aceredited by the Commission on Higher Educatio

(CHEIL)
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Your search for a good family dentist is over.

WE'LL SHOW YOU WHY: N

TOTAL FAMILY DENTAL CARE - Provkded by a carimg and friendly staff trained to provide YOU and

your family with a personal touch.

YOUR COMFORT 15 OUR COMCERN = Since ancient times, dentistry has been nearly symoaymous

with pain. Mow there is new hope for the fearful. Computers and ather high-tech tools ane warking

logether io make pain obsolebe at the Fernandes Family Dentistry offices.

FULL SERVICE FACILITY - With ouwr lab on premises, your family's dendal needs can all be treated

undér one roof. Everything from Gum Treatment (o Tooth Repairs, COeaning. Bleaching, Banding.

Veneers and Dentures. Everything o make you ook and fesd great.

STATE OF THE ART TECHNOLDGY - Our siaff is continually learning and updating their skills o

prowvide cane for your dental niseds.

LOTS OF WAYS TO PAY- Everyone can afford care, Regular mainbenance i nold costly. We make

every effort bo acoept most Insurande plans and 15 simple because we do all the papenwark for youl

EMERGENCIES - Your pain is our congern. Dental emergencies receive quidk attention. We're an call
M_E-l hours a day, 7 days 2 week. STOP YOUR SUFFERING NOW and call us.
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Dr. Reynaldo Fernandez Dr. Teresita Fernandez

If you have questions or would like to make an appointment for you or one
of your family members, then call one of the offices most convenient for you.

1131 W, San Bernarding Road
OVINA

C
(626) 967-3599

B65D W, Sunset Bhwd., Suite "K*
LOS ANGELES

(323) 467-5717

2 CONVENIENT
LOCATIONS

Speak to a Farer agent tday. Call 1-800-327-6377.
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Having your car damaged can leave you devastated. Having
your home destroved is even worsa, With our award winning
24/7 HelpPoint* claims service, you can resl assured that ane
of our highly trained professionals will ba thane to halp you take
care of your claim every step of the way. And with our special
V.LP. - Value Insurance Package, one ol our agents can show
Vou coverage oplions, 50 you can identily the propar coverage
vou need and show you how much you can save when you
have your auto, home and life insurance with Farmers®.

24/7 HelpPoint Features:
Auto

& We help you through the claims process every step of the way.
= W help you arrange towing (i nesded).

4 We help you secure a rental vehicle (if neaded).

~d W help you schedule a repair date that is conveniant for you,

Home
~4 We helg you through the claims process every stop af the way.
~ e heip you with aitemative living arrangements |if peaded)
~4 We assist you in geting emergency residential repairs,
4 We review your next steps and questions.

FARMERS

farmers.com

AUTO - HOME - LIFE - BUSINESS






