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BAGUIO CITY—Chief Jus-
tice Reynato Puno has 
called for greater resolve 

in enforcing the country’s many 
environmental laws as he raised 
concern over an estimated 3,000 
unresolved environment-related 
cases.

”Today, we can say we have 
enough domestic laws to protect 
the environment,” in addition to 
“more than 100 environmental 
treaties,” Puno said at the Su-
preme Court-hosted Forum on En-
vironmental Justice.

”The big challenge is how these 
hard and soft laws can be effec-
tively implemented.”

He issued the challenge at the 
start of the forum, the third ex-
traordinary “consultative” confer-
ence he has convened since 2007.

Puno said the 3,000 unresolved 
cases were in part due to the fail-
ure of prosecutors to gather evi-
dence.

Puno specified three “problem 
areas that confront our courts” 
which formed the background of 
the forum:

*Whether the threshold of legal 

Puno defines ‘green’ challenge

standing for environmental law-
suits should be further liberalized.

Citing one case pending before 
the high court, Puno defined the 
“underlying issue” as “whether a 
whale or a dolphin can sue a petro-
leum exploration company.”

*How to minimize delays in the 
resolution of environmental cases.

*How to improve the procedure 
for “procuring evidence and craft-
ing effective remedies, all with 
a view to easing the burden of 
proof.” (Inquirer.net)

Chief Justice Reynato Puno

It’s a gift to me, says new envoy to Vatican

pine Embassy in Rome, 
Enrile’s term is the short-
est of the country’s 14 
envoys to the Vatican 
since diplomatic rela-
tions between the Holy 
See and the Philippines 
were established in June 
4, 1951.

Enrile presented her 
credentials to Pope 
Benedict XVI last Oct. 27, 
2008.

Bishops appear to be 
also miffed that Malaca-
ñang had not consulted 
them before appointing 
Tuason.

However, Lagdameo 
said he was “pleasantly 
surprised” to find 
out about Tuason’s 
involvement in several Church 
organizations and charitable 
activities for which she has 
received citations, including 
one from her alma mater, St. 
Scholastica College.

MANILA—The new 
ambassador to the 
Vatican, Ma. Mer-

cedes Reinares Arrastia-Tuason, 
disclosed last April 16 that she 
was told of her appointment to 
the post when she received a 
call from Malacañang last March 
30.

“I called my children because 
I had to ask them. I wanted to 
see the (appointment) papers 
first because I couldn’t go (to 
the Vatican) without them,” Tu-
ason said in an interview over 
the Catholic Church-run Radyo 
Veritas.

She said President Gloria Ma-
capagal-Arroyo knew her be-
cause her husband, Jose Miguel 
Arroyo, was the cousin of her 
late husband.

She scotched reports that her 
appointment was politically-mo-
tivated. “I don’t know, I don’t 
think so. I will first try to get 
through the Commission on Ap-
pointments,” she said.

She was, however, thankful 
for getting the post. “It is a gift 
to me and I will try to do what-
ever to be of service to God and 
to the country,” she said.

Some bishops interviewed 
last April 15 expressed surprise 
at Malacañang’s appointment of 
a new envoy to the Vatican to re-
place Cristina Ponce-Enrile, who 
resigned after only six months in 
the post, citing chronic fatigue 
syndrome.

Manila Archbishop Gauden-
cio Cardinal Rosales and other 
Church leaders protested En-
rile’s appointment last year and 
said they were not consulted 
before Malacañang sacked long-
time envoy to the Holy See, 
Leonida Vera.

Lagdameo said the news of 
Enrile’s resignation did not come 
as a complete surprise because 
“even before, I was already told 
she was quite sickly in Rome.”

According to the CBCP, which 
cited records from the Philip-

She was also inducted as a 
Dame of the Order of Malta, 
whose members provide care for 
the sick, medical services for the 
poor and distribute relief goods 
to disaster-hit areas.

by Dona Pazzibugan
Inquirer.net

Ma. Mercedes Reinares Arrastia-Tuason
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