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Dateline Philippines

Malacañang said 
last April 15 that it 
would not prevent 

former president Joseph Estrada 

Palace won’t stop Estrada from running
Ermita: But ex-leader should check his eligibility

by Thea Alberto
Inquirer.net

2001, might seek to retake the 
post he lost. Estrada has also 
said he might run for president if 
the opposition cannot agree on a 
single standard bearer.

“In a democratic system of the 
government, everyone is given 
the opportunity to seek his des-
tiny through democratic process-
es,” Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita told reporters.

“It’s not for anyone to tell him 
to stop because he has the right 
to follow his own aspirations in 
life. I will say again, in a demo-
cratic system, everyone is given 
the opportunity to seek his for-
tune in the political field,” he 
added.

But he said Estrada should 
first check his eligibility to run 
for office.

After his ouster, Estrada was 
tried and convicted for plunder. 
But just roughly a month after 
being found guilty, he was par-
doned by President Gloria Ma-
capagal-Arroyo. Among the con-
ditions of his pardon were that 
he would not seek public office 
again.

“We cannot fault him [Estrada] 
for doing what he’s doing be-
cause he thinks he still has the 
support of people…I’m not very 
sure yet [about] whether legally 
the former president may be al-
lowed by the Constitution to 
run,” Ermita said.

Estrada recently released the 
opposition’s possible senatorial 
slate in 2010. 

from running for office but 
advised him to first check his 
eligibility to do so.

There are persistent reports 
the former president, who was 
ousted in a popular uprising in 

Former Pres. Joseph Estrada

Lower your interest rates and mortgage principal

LAWKEND SEC-A APRIL 18 pp.7-24 w10   10 4/17/09   5:56:49 PM




