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How not to dial M for murder

MONETTE ADEVA IMAGLAYA

NLESS you're an os-
trich with your head
buried in the sand, you

couldn’t have missed the up tick
in the rash of mass murders and
murder suicides in recent times,
in many places in the US. There’s

a common thread — one man
driven by rage, jealousy, para-
noia, desperation,
depression over

economic pressures,
family problems or
just plain deranged,
decided he can't
take it anymore and
instead of commit-
ting suicide, decide
to inflict murder and
mayhem killing sev-
eral others, either his
own family members
or total strangers. By
last count, there were
7 mass murders committed by
ordinary people since the begin-
ning of 2009, with a total casualty
count, including the murderers
themselves nearing 60 before the
first 100 days of the year were
over. Is this a social trend? Pun-
dits and talking heads predict
that as the recession becomes
more firmly entrenched, we can
expect more of this type of horror.

With each horrific case, the

“Those children who are beaten will in turn give beatings,
those who are intimidated will be intimidating,
those who are humiliated will impose humiliation,
and those whose souls are murdered will murder.”

public seems to become more in-
ured and desensitized to violence
and death, becoming more ac-
cepting of all these, as a normal
feature of modern life. Ever since
the Columbine mass murder per-
petrated by 2 young misguided
misfits garbed in black trench
coats about 10 years ago, things
haven’t been the same. There

In the blogosphere chatter, many noted that
perpetrators of this troubling trend were often the quiet
ones. Word s out on the street to watch out for the
quiet “pressure cooker” types, those who never cause
a ripple and yet, has a fondness for weapons, but who
can vmplode and explode with volcanic intensity and

—Alice Miller

32, including Cho, the killer, who
was a quiet, deranged malcon-
tent who never quite fit in. In the
blogosphere chatter, many noted
that perpetrators of this troubling
trend were often the quiet ones.
Word is out on the street to watch
out for the quiet “pressure cook-
er” types, those who never cause
a ripple and yet, has a fondness

wipe out those around them.

were copycats exhibiting lem-
ming-like behavior since then.
Evil glamorized by repetition and
attention-getting drama seems to
have morphed into many other
incidents in North America and
elsewhere, resulting in incalcu-
lable, untold pain and suffering
among families of the victims.
We remember with great pain
the Virginia Tech mass murder
which snuffed out the lives of

for weapons, but who can im-
plode and explode with volca-
nic intensity and wipe out those
around them.

In the past month alone, a
young gun enthusiast from Ala-
bama, depressed over his life and
who kept mostly to himself, killed
5 members of his own family and
5 other total strangers at random
in a barrage of gunfire before
taking his own life. A Vietnam-

ese immigrant, Jiverly Wong, aka
Vuong, a quiet, social misfit and
also a gun enthusiast, driven by
severe paranoia and frustrated
over his “poor life” and poor
English skills, gunned down 12
others in an immigrant center, 10
of whom came from 8 countries
and who were students just try-
ing to learn English as a second
language. One was a Filipina, Do-
lores Yigal, a recent immigrant
who was studying so she could
find a job. One was a long time
substitute teacher named Rober-
ta King. One was an Iraqi woman
who survived 3 car bombs in
her native Iraq and left behind a
devastated family, a daughter at
the Sorbonne in
Paris and another
daughter, a Ful-
bright scholar. All
these lives were
cut off by one sor-
ry excuse for a hu-
man being in one
fell swoop.

Among ordinary
families from all
strata and from
nearly every ethnic
group, there has
also been a rash of
killings among fathers who have
decided they have failed and will
kill themselves and are taking
their whole family with them. On
rare occasions, itis a mother who
does it. Sometimes, the sick and
the elderly decide to take matters
into their own hands and end it all.
The murder suicide rate among
families is on the rise, thankfully
not in epidemic proportions just
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You can Bring Down Your Loan Amount
to Your Home's Current Value

refinanced in the last 3 years

| IF you are upside down by $100,000 or more
IF you purchased in the last 4 years or

IF you have a "problematic loan™
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Voice
FilAmerica

ent is still a treasure

Political emy

that eludes us as a community here in America. While we

are the second largest Asian American community in the United States, we have yet to harvest the power
that comes from our numbers. The Voice of FilAmerica features elected and appointed officials — re-
gardless of political affiliation — in the different US states who are of Filipino ancestry. As your Filipino
American community newspaper, the Asian Journal recognizes the fact that we all have a responsibility
towards bringing political empowerment to fruition, especially for our future generations. It is our hope

to have our voices heard all over America.

Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho

First Female Hawaii Prosecutor
Elected Twice to the
Kauai County Council

by CYNTHIA DE CASTRO
AJPress

FEW months ago,
Filipino American
Shaylene Iseri-Car-

valho was elected as Kauai
County Prosecuting Attor-
ney, becoming the first fe-
male prosecutor in Hawaii’s
history. In an interview with
KGMB9 News, Iseri-Carv-
alho was asked to comment
on the honor of having the
new title. “It’s very excit-
ing to learn that I'm the first
female Hawaiian prosecu-
tor. I learned about it after I
got elected. It wasn’t some-
thing [ knew about prior to
getting elected,” she said.
Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Colorado and UH Wil-
liam S. Richardson School
of Law. She has been prac-
ticing law for 20 years,
since 1989. In 1999, she
was nominated for judge-
ship. She was the Public De-
fender for Kauai and Maui,
before being elected for
the first-time to public of-
fice in 2004. Having ousted
incumbent Joe Munechika,
Shaylene became the only
newcomer in the seven-
member county council.
After a diverse and valu-
able experience as a coun-
cilmember for almost four
years, Isera-Carvalho chose
to leave the County Coun-
cil and ran unopposed to
become the new County
Prosecuting Attorney. Ex-
plaining her move in an
interview, she said, “It had
always been my passion to
do litigation, to be in the
courtroom setting. My ex-
perience over at the Kauai
County Council has really
allowed me to see things at
a much broader perspective
than just looking at law in
and of itself. Based on these

experiences, we have devel-
oped a concept and vision of
what our office of the Pros-

ecuting Attorney should be
about. That concept is the
guiding principle of Pono
Kaulike- Equal Right and
Justice for all.”

Born and raised on Kau-
ai, Shaylene comes from a
family of ten. She is married
and the proud mother of
two children. For her out-
standing work in govern-
ment, Iseri-Carvalho

was among a selected
group of Hawaii’s Filpino
American elected officials
honored by the National
Federation of Filipino Amer-
ican Associations (NaFFAA)
last Aug 2008. The NaFFAA
is a national, non-partisan
organization comprised of
12 regional chapters that
represent more than 500
Filipino-American organi-
zations across the US and
the Pacific Basin.

Kauai’s Prosecuting At-
torney said her office will
have a “grassroots ap-
proach to being a problem
solver instead of being a
case processor, which is
what the traditional roots
of a Prosecutor had been in
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You may be a victim of abusive lending
by the mortgage industry

You have legal rights to

a WRITE DOWN of your

mortgage to your home's current value

SAVE YOUR HOME!
SAVE YOUR MONEY!
SAVE YOUR CREDIT!

Mot "Attorney-assisted”.
Not “Attorney-backed".
Licensed ATTORMEYS fight
for your rights against
predatory lending.

Total Legal Services for Forecdlosure Prevention

LEGAL

In Foreclosure? Not Behind?
Severely Delinquent? Job Loss

or Pay Cut? Investment Property?
Residential Property? Strugging

to Pay Monthly House Payment?
CALL NOW!

THIS 15 NOT A LOAN MODIFICATION

You must be upside down by 100,000
to qualify. And you do not need to be
behind in your payments!

HELP

ILLEGAL NETWORK

Pridecting Yur Legal Righis with Compassion and Actlon

Eer 888.233.5485

www. legalhomehelp.com

Reasonable Fees And Payment Plans Avallable
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