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BKCPCA-SFV re-opening

AHAY Kubo Center for Philippine Culture & Arts,
B a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that was estab-
lished in 2005 by alumni and friends of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines , is set to re-open on Saturday, April 18,
2009 at their new location at 17531 Rinaldi Street , Grana-
da Hills , CA 91344 (Hillcrest Christian School Campus).
Bahay Kubo Center (BKC) is the sole Filipino center in the San
Fernando Valley and surrounding areas, that offer the Learn Filipino
Program for kids, teens and adults that expose Filipino-Americans
to some geography, history, culture, conversational Filipino, music
and the arts. Registration and Orientation starts Saturday, April 18
starting at 9:00am. We also offer other programs such as Filipino
Martial Arts, a Summer Theatre Workshop & Kusina-hands on culi-
nary class. For more information, please go to our website at www.
bahay-kubo.org or call Marie Anne Diamond 818-832-1941. ®

EW LAWYER. Angela F. Lopez Cainto,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bernardo O.

Cainto (Nee-Rosario Bayot Lopez) of Los
Angeles, recently passed the bar examination giv-
en by the Supreme Court last September 2008 in
Manila. A top student during her high school and
college days, she finished her Bachelor of Business
Administration Degree at Far Eastern University and
Bachelor of Laws at Lyceum University. Her aunts,
Mrs. Marilyn Lopez Molina and Engr. Aida Lopez
Rinos, Director and Administrator of Abuyog Acad-
emy, together with other relatives, join her parents
in celebrating a Thanksgiving Mass in honor of the
new lawyer.

US EPA launches National
Cell Phone Recycling Week:
April 6-12
AT&T, Samsung, Sprint, T-Mobile, and
Verizon Wareless helping recycle

OS ANGELES - As part of its efforts to cel-
ebrate Earth Day during the entire month
f April, the US Environmental Protection
Agency has launched National Cell Phone Recycling
Week, April 6 through April 12. This joint effort be-
tween EPA’s Plug-In To eCycling program and lead-
ing cell phone manufacturers, retailers and service
providers increases national awareness about the
importance of cell phone recycling.

For regional recycling information, the EPA suggests the follow-
ing sites:

«  Californian residents can locate where to recycle electronic
waste at www.erecycle.org.

»  Nevada residents can visit www.ndep.nv.gov/ewaste/index.
htm.

» Arizona residents can visit www.azdeq.gov/environ/waste/sol-
id/recycle2.html

. Hawaii residents can visit http://hawaii.gov/health/environ-
mental/waste/sw/hedrp/hedrp.html

If Americans recycled the 100 million cell phones that are no lon-
ger being used, enough energy would be saved to power more than
18,500 homes for a year. To celebrate National Cell Phone Recy-
cling Week, Plug-In partners across the country, including AT&T,
Samsung, Sprint, T-Mobile, and Verizon Wireless, are introducing a
series of in-store promotions, contests, and giveaways. The partners
will provide in-store and online recycling opportunities for consum-
ers.

“With Earth Day approaching, people are thinking about what they
can do to give back to our planet,” said Matt Hale, director of EPA’s
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery. “Recycling your old
cell phone is a great way to conserve resources and help make a
greener world.”

With only 10 percent of unwanted cell phones being recycled in
2007, EPA is encouraging consumers to increase the nation’s cell
phone recycling rate. Recycling or reusing cell phones helps the en-
vironment by saving energy and keeping reusable materials out of
landfills. Cell phones and personal digital assistants (PDAs) are made
of precious metals, copper, and plastics. Recycling or reusing them
not only conserves these materials, it also prevents air and water pol-
lution and reduces greenhouse gas emissions that occur during man-
ufacturing and when extracting and processing virgin materials.

Donating cell phones or PDAs can also have social benefits for
communities. In fact, many existing recycling programs donate cell
phones that are in good working order to worthy charities, raise funds
for charitable organizations, or provide them for discounted sale.

Plug-In To eCycling is a voluntary partnership between EPA and
electronics manufacturers, retailers, and service providers to offer
consumers more opportunities to donate or recycle their used elec-
tronics. In 2007, as part of their commitment to the program, retailers
and electronics manufacturers voluntarily recycled more than 47 mil-
lion pounds of electronics, mostly computers and televisions.

Information about EPA’s Plug-In to eCycling program: http://www.
epa.gov/plugin

Information about cell phone recycling: http://www.epa.gov/cell-
phones . M

‘Roots and Wings’ mural inaugurated in Carson

by FE KOONS
HE new Roots and Wings mural on Main St. was inaugu-
I rated April 4 in Carson. Painted by Eliseo Art Silva, a Filipino
American artist who is now based in Philadelphia, the mu-
ral showed images of the history of Carson with its founding fathers
in the mural, Don Manuel Dominguez and George Henry Carson.

Silva said that he is honored in painting the mural in Carson. He pointed
out that the mural will succeed in giving “roots and wings” to the youth.
Silva was assisted by 80 youth and family volunteers. Root and Wings was
done in only three weeks.

The talented Filipino American mural artist said further, “I am proud of
this mural in Carson which is a city that is equally diverse as depicted in
the mural. I thank all those in the city staff, the mural committee volunteers
and especially Ron Shimokaji of the Carson beautification committee who
initiated the project. I hope that there will be more public art in Carson.
Our artistic dreams will not be diminished. It is through art that we bring
to fore the history, the struggle and the victory of the people.”

Carson Mayor Jim Dear stressed that the mural brings the city together
and will be a new renaissance for Carson. He added that the city needs to
create more public art.

Councilmember Elito Santarina praised the historical impact of the mu-

The new “Roots and Wings" mural painted by Filipino American artist Eliseo Art Silva
was inaugurated in Carson. In photo are Carson officials, volunteers, community
leaders and residents in Carson who came to the unveiling April 4.

Photo by Nic Arriola

ral and mentioned the Manila Galleons and how it showed the heroes of the past, Rosa Parks, Jose Rizal, Martin Luther King,Jr. Phillip Vera

Cruz, Cesar Chavez and Mahatma Gandhi.

Councilmember Julie Ruis Raber concurred with the artist Silva that Carson needs more public art to recognize other cultures. She also

said, “This mural is wonderful because it shows us more similarities in our culture.”City
Clerk Helen Kawagoe emphasized that this mural is now part of the history of Carson
and that the residents will remember Roots and Wings.

Mural artist Silva was assisted by Jose J. Pina, Lindsay Zuelich and Kary Zuniga.

The Roots and Wings mural is located on Main St., beside Maynila restaurant. The wall
was donated by the Sapiandante family. Seafood City was a sponsor of the opening

ceremony.

Eliseo Art Silva was born in the Philippines in 1972. He started drawing at the age
of four, painted in oil and acrylic at nine years old and received formal art training at
eleven under the mentorship of Roger San Miguel. In 1985, he was granted full scholar-
ship at the Philippine High School for the Arts. He received his BFA at Otis College of
Art and Design in 1995 and received his MFA under the auspices of Grace Hartigan and
Dominique Nahas at the Maryland Institute College of Art in 2003. Eliseo has painted
60 murals in Seattle, California, Philadelphia, Maine and the Philippines. Silva is rec-

Eliseo Silva (center) with youth volunteer Jesse Koons and assistant
Jose J. Pina painting the face of Abraham Lincoln in the mural.

ognized for painting the nation’s largest Filipino American mural: Gintong Kasaysayan,
Gintong Pamana (145’ x 25’) in Historic Filipinotown, Los Angeles, California. M





