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safety when landing. 
The FAA is not the only agency 

of the Federal government that 
has benefited from Villarin’s 
inventions. Another is the US 
Bureau of Census with its mis-
sion-critical data centers with 
computer mainframes dedicated 
to generating data for the Federal 
government.  Engineer Villarin’s 
another invention was used to 
make sure there is no power in-
terruption in service, regardless 
of weather conditions, outside 
power quality, or building equip-
ment. Villarin holds a US patent 
for a transfer switch that is used 
to provide redundant sources of 
electrical power to computer-
based equipment. Many com-
puter servers offer the option 
of redundant power supplies so 
that in the event of power supply 
failure, one or more other power 
supplies can power the load. 

In 2006, 600 of Villarin’s trans-
fer switches were installed at the 
US Census Bureau Computer. 
Since then, the facility had not 
experienced any unscheduled 
downtime of their computers. He 
also developed a maintenance 
bypass switch for uninterruptible 
power supply (UPS). The device 
allows complete isolation of UPS 
that provide continuous elec-
tric service to computer loads so 
that maintenance or replacement 
can be made without comput-
er service interruption. 

In recognition of exemplifying 
Filipino excellence in his field of 
expertise and profession, Engi-
neer Nilo Villarin was honored by 
President Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
royo in Malacanang last Decem-
ber 2008 and was awarded the 
‘Pamana ng Pilipino’ Award.

Villarin was one of seven over-
seas Filipino awardees who, 
in exemplifying the talent and 
industry of the Filipino, have 
brought honor and recognition 
through excellence and distinc-
tion in the pursuit of their work 
or profession. Arroyo praised the 
awardees “who gave the best of 
their lives to their calling... for 
their exceptional contribution to 
Philippine progress and develop-
ment as well as their commitment 
to serve the Filipino people”. 

In conferring the Pamana ng 
Pilipino Award to Villarin, the 

President recognizes his note-
worthy inventions in the fields of 
computer and aviation, and his 
entrepreneurship for establish-
ing a consulting engineering firm 
and power systems manufactur-
ing company in the US.

An electrical engineering 
graduate from Mapua Institute 
of Technology, Nilo worked as a 
technician and sales engineer in 
the Philippines prior to migrating 
to the US. He became one of the 
very few Filipino-American engi-
neers to realize their dream of a 
successful independent profes-
sional engineering practice. 

In 1986, Engineer Villarin 
founded the NV Enterprise, Inc. 
(NVE), a consulting engineering, 
facilities management and con-
struction firm in Reston, Virginia. 
NVE designed and integrated the 
high reliability critical power dis-
tribution systems used by the US 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). He is also the founder and 
president of Quality Power Com-
pany, a startup company manu-
facturing devices for critical pow-
er systems. He invented and holds 
a US patent for a transfer switch 
that is used to provide redundant 
sources of electrical power to 
computer-based equipment. His 
transfer switches are now being 
utilized at the US Census Bureau 
Computer.

Villarin also invented a glass-
cutting machine for mass cutting 
of glass shapes for the production 
of stained glass lamps and other 
similar products. The apparatus 
which is now being used by some 
handicraft factories in the Philip-
pines, significantly reduces labor 
costs in manufacturing stained 
glass lamps. 

More than being a success-
ful engineer, inventor, craftsman 
and entrepreneur, what makes 
Villarin stand head and shoul-
ders above the rest is his being 
a philanthropist. In the indomi-
table spirit of Bayanihan, he has 
committed himself to helping 
Filipinos both in the US and back 
in the homeland. “My compa-
nies in the US are largely staffed 
by Filipino professionals whom 
I sponsored to immigrate,” said 
Villarin. 

Married to Myrian Reynolds 
and blessed with two children, 

Villarin is one of the active direc-
tors of the Philippine Associa-
tion of Metropolitan Washington 
Engineers (PAMWE), a group of 
Filipino engineers in Washing-
ton, DC, Maryland, and Virginia. 
PAMWE is a non-profit, non-par-
tisan, professional organization 
whose primary objectives include 
establishing and maintaining an 
employment and placement as-
sistance program, with special 
concern for the newly-arrived 
and unemployed Filipino en-
gineers; granting scholarships 
program for poor but deserving 
Filipino college students in the 
College of Engineering; and serv-
ing as a hospitality house for en-
gineers and other related profes-
sionals who are new to the metro 
Washington area.   

His patriotism and love for fel-
low Filipinos is displayed by his 
assistance and support of cam-
paigns that benefit his kababay-
ans. The hardworking engineer 
devotes his free time and re-
sources for community work. 
He provided funding, through 
Feed the Hungry, Inc., for the 
building of two classrooms in 
Hilltop, San Jose, Mindoro in 
2006. He also donated comput-
ers and laboratory equipment 
to Venturanza Elementary School 
in Lemery, Batangas.

A humble professional, Villarin 
described the key to his success 
in simple terms. “ Just sheer hard 
work,” he stated. 

WASHINGTON—Declaring “good news” 
in the midst of an economic meltdown, 
President Barack Obama on Thursday, 

April 9, urged families to take advantage of record 
low mortgage rates by refinancing their homes.

“We are at a time where people can really take ad-
vantage of this,” Obama said, seated with a handful of 
homeowners who have already lowered their bills.

Rates on 30-year mortgages have fallen to 4.78 
percent, the lowest on record. Rates are down by 
more than a full percentage point from a year ago.

“The main message we want to send today is there 
are 7 to 9 million people across the country who right 
now could be taking advantage of lower mortgage 
rates,” Obama said in a photo opportunity in the 
Roosevelt Room. “That is money in their pocket.”

The president encouraged people to take advan-

tage of a government web site—http://www.making-
homeaffordable.gov—to see how they can get help.

In just a handful of minutes of addressing reporters, 
Obama read the web site address aloud five different 
times.

The president credited his own government’s 
efforts, in part, for contributing to a recent surge 
in refinancing. The collapse of the inflated housing 
market helped contribute to a meltdown in the 
financial sector and the broader economy, and 
millions of people have lost their homes or been at 
risk for foreclosure.

Obama also warned people to watch out for scam 
artists.

“If somebody is asking you for money up front 
before they help you with your refinancing,” Obama 
said, “it’s probably a scam.” (AP)

Obama urges millions to refinance mortgages
‘People can really take advantage of this,’ President says of low rates

L OS ANGELES—Mayor 
Antonio Villaraigosa 
wants Los Angeles city 

workers to consider a shorter 
workweek or paying more to-
ward their retirement benefits to 
help avert the loss of hundreds of 
jobs.

Recession-battered Los Angeles 
is facing a projected budget gap 
that could reach $530 million.

At a City Hall news conference 
on Monday, April 6, Villaraigosa 
said his plan calls for “shared sac-
rifice’’ at a time of crisis.

The mayor says that even 

Villaraigosa: Cut hours or lose jobs after deep cuts the city faces the 
possibility of losing 2,800 jobs.

He says the city could save 580 
of those jobs if every city em-
ployee worked one less hour per 
week.

Villaraigosa says about 1,300 
jobs could be saved if workers 
cut back one hour per week and 
contribute 2 percent more toward 
their retirement benefits. (AP)
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