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A man for all seasons

by JoAQUIN HENSON
Philstar.com

N the history of Philippine
sports, there will never be

anyone quite like Leo Pri-
eto. The former PBA commis-
sioner left an indelible imprint
that will forever shine as a monu-
ment to his honesty, love for the
game, vision and commitment to
the common good.

Prieto served eight years as
the founding PBA commissioner,
getting the league off to a run-
ning start in 1975. He was suc-
ceeded by Col. Mariano Yenko in
1983.

Prieto’s Olympic team listed
skipper Tony Genato, Caloy
Loyzaga, Ramoncito Campos,
Eddie Lim, Bonnie Carbonell,
Carlos Badion, Mon Manulat,
Piling Barretto, Nano Tolentino,
Martin Urra, Antonio Villamor
and Leonardo Marquicias with
Francis Wilson and Mario Balles-
teros as alternates. Beating fourth
placer France in the preliminar-
ies was a highlight and pushing
bronze medalist Uruguay to the
limit was another feat. Defeating
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Chile in a rematch for seventh
place after losing to the same
team in the preliminaries ended
the campaign on a high note. The
US team, however, was beyond
reach with stars like Bill Russell
and K. C. Jones.

It was in 1949 when Prieto, a
former La Salle junior and senior
cager, began his coaching career
with YCO in the commercial cir-
cuit. He piloted the Painters to
a string of national champion-
ships, including seven straight,
up to 1957.

During his term as PBA com-
missioner, Prieto took basketball
to the next level and provided
fans with a vehicle to enjoy sports
entertainment. His vision opened
opportunities for talented players
to make a living in the sport that
Filipinos love. Today, the PBA is
a multi-million peso enterprise
that employs hundreds — from
coaches to players to ballboys to
physical therapists to communi-
cations officers.

Even as he retired from the
PBA in 1982, Prieto never left
the league. He often showed
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Leo Prieto

up at the stadium to enjoy the
games and talk basketball with
the fans. He continued to host
lunches for sportswriters, serv-
ing the snipes he downed in
hunting trips. He took every
opportunity to stay close to
the game and the people who
shared his passion for it.

Prieto passed away last
Tuesday, April 7 and would've
turned 89 on May 19. He is
survived by his wife Mary (the
actress  Yolanda  Marquez),
children Mike, Leo Jr. and Marilou
(oldest son Tony is deceased) and
seven grandchildren.
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Park Medical Center

G941 5. Aflantic Bhed,, Suite 101
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Tel: 626.458.8401

Fax: 626,458,566

R. Srinivasan, MD, FACR
Digl. AM Board af Intermal Meadecing
Fellow AM._ College of Rheumatology
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* Rhumatoid Arnthritis

* Schemdarma

* Prolimnses

* Fibromyalgin
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* Dalnoponcals

= Ankylosing Spondyitis

* Paonass Arihiis

* Pain Control Management

* Physicald Docupadional Tharapnys
{Rehab Cept )

* Rarmbida Infusion Cantar
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METRO MANILA
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(Kalookan City, Quezon City, Malabon,
Pasig, Mandaluyong, San Juan,
Muntinlupa, Makati, Marikina, Pasay,
Paranaque, Las Pifas, Mavotas, Pateros,
Valenzuela, San Jose Del Monte)
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VALID UNTIL April 30, 2009
Pick-up (Everyday) + Free Strapping

i BN BN BN W OB W BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN M BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN OB WE BN BN BN BN NN BN N N B EE R

CONTAINER SERVIC

= Returning Resident
= Door-to-doaocr
= Port-to-port
= Cammarcial Cargo
= Motor Vehicles

T e e e e e e e e e e T T T T e e B e o e e LR

Call for immediate pick-up:
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L0S ANGELES COUNTY (303) 2580087, (323)258-0089  SANDIEGD 619) 3846438, (619) 1451530
TEMECULA (951) 265-9956, (957)764-9612  NORTH/WEST LASVEGAS  (P02)471-B962, (T02M78-7255
RIVERSIDE/SAN BERNARDING (51)536:9116  EAST/SWLASVEGAS (7024086472

ORANGE COUNTY/ LOKG BEACH (562) 506-4628

HENDERSON (Joshan Filipino-Oriental Market)  (702) 435-0031, (702) 332-2463
OFFICE & WAREHOUSE: PHILIPFINE VILLAGE CENTER
4515 EAGLE ROCK BLVDL 5TE 133 LOS ANGELES, CA 90041 - - -
323.25B.008B7 » 323.258B.0089 1 B?? 32? aguu
Sub-agents and co-loaders are welcome - We accept cred it cards. Subject to terms & conditions.
Prices are subject to change without notice *Subject to peace & order in some parts of the
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Pasado sa test with flying colors.
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Tasted & Lowes

Springtime na naman, 50 let your
garden be rebom with joyous colors.
Mga halaman na meticulously bred
for their uniqueness and tested by
experts, Lowe’s Garden Club Select
plants display superior bloom size,
form and color - all at Lowe's everyday
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low prices. Bisitahin ang aming
website for seedlings, garden tools,
patio furniture at iba pa, plus useful tips
for getting the most out of your garden,
all at Lowes.com/Spring

Say hello to nature sa
pamamagitan ng Lowe’s
Asian Gift Card at Lowes.comyGiftcards,
at gamitin ito for all your purchases
online or at the store.

Let's Build Something Together™




