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Dateline Philippines

Eight bodies were 
recovered from the rain-
soaked wreckage of 

the presidential helicopter that 
crashed Tuesday, April 7 with 
eight people aboard, all aides of 

CHOPPER FOUND IN IFUGAO

No survivors; Palace mourns
by Delmar Cariño, TJ Burgonio & Tarra Quismundo

Inquirer.net

President Macapagal-Arroyo, in 
a thickly forested area in Ifugao, 
officials reported.

Malacañang confirmed that 
there were no survivors in the 
crash of the Bell 412 presidential 
chopper which was ferrying the 
President’s aides from Baguio 
City to Banaue before it went 
missing.

“There are no survivors. We 
mourn this great and profound 
loss. We laud them; they died in 
the line of duty, a true testament 
of true public service. Their ser-
vice and patriotism will be re-
membered,” Undersecretary Lo-
relei Fajardo, deputy presidential 
spokesperson, said last April 8.

“We commiserate with their 
families and offer our deepest 
condolences,” she added.

Initial reports already indicated 
that there were no survivors in 
the crash at Barangay Eheb in 
Tinoc municipality, but the Presi-
dent in an earlier statement said 
she was hoping that there were 
other passengers in the helicop-
ter still alive.

“We’re still confirming the 
identities even as we continue to 
search for the other five passen-
gers,” said Ms Arroyo in Baguio 
City, where she was spending 
Holy Week.

Only three bodies were re-
covered at the time the Presi-
dent issued her statement at the 
presidential Mansion, but police 
Senior Superintendent Danilo 
Pelisco said other fatalities were 
retrieved in the afternoon and 
evening, and last Thursday, April 
9.

The passengers included Un-
dersecretaries Marilou Frostrom 
and Jose Capadocia Jr., who 
would have formed the advance 
team for Ms Arroyo’s inspection 
of road projects in Bontoc in Mt. 
Province and Banaue in Ifugao.

Also aboard were Assistant Di-
rector Perlita Bandayanon of the 
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