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COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM

Will it become a reality?

“The so-called “llegals’ are so not because they wish
to defy the law; but because the law does not provide
them with any channels to reqularize their status in
our country — which needs their labor: they are not
breaking the law, the law is breaking them.” — Most
Reverend Thomas Wenskz, Bishop of Orlando

ised to fix and make the immigration system top pri-

ority. During his earlier campaign, he supported a
comprehensive overhaul of immigration policy. This includes
creating a possible path to citizenship for all illegal aliens who
are otherwise law-abiding; securing US borders and track-
ing down employers who hire undocumented workers. He has
been quiet about these since he took office in January. How-
ever, showing that “he is a man of his word”, Obama restored
his campaign efforts to deal with the immigration system in
a meeting with the Hispanic law makers last March 18, 2009.

In the assembly, Obama enlightened the group, saying that he
will tackle immigration matters the same way he engaged on ini-
tiatives for other major policies. Moreover, a public immigration
forum will be held perhaps withing the next two months.

Will the sun rise again for giant America?

With mostimmigrants hoping for an improved economy (which
would bring more jobs and elimination of workplace raids), ma-
jority of them are waiting for a possible reform that would bring
some 12 million people ‘out of the shadows’, rather than giving
in the option of returning home. Many of these estimated 12
million are waiting for a reform similar to 245i.

What is 245i?

This act allows certain persons to apply for adjustment of
status if they pay a penalty of $1,000. The LIFE Act temporarily
extends the ability to preserve eligibility for this provision of law
until April 30, 2001. It was formerly limited to eligible individu-
als who were the beneficiary of a visa petition or labor certifica-
tion application filed on or before January 14, 1998.

Who are qualified for the previous 245i?

Individuals who: Entered the United States illegally; Worked
in the United States illegally, Failed to maintain continuous law-
ful status, entered under the Visa Waiver Pilot Program, Entered
as foreign crewmen, and Entered as foreign travelers in transit
without a visa. While we do not know who exactly will be quali-
fied or covered by the next reform act, should it materialize any
time during President Obama’s regime, most immigrants secure
themselves by having pending applications, as patterned with
the previous 245i act.

Even with uncertainty to Obama’s immigration promises, ev-
erybody is full of hope, with the belief that “America is a place
where all things are possible” — YOU as a possibly laid-off benefi-
ciary or a newcomer should be proactive and seek professional
help without losing precious time. The constant matter about
Immigration: there are always deadlines. You do not know which
ones you are missing unless a professional tells you. If you are
laid-off with a pending petition geared for your future — maybe
some other company can legally catch it. If you are a specialist
seeking initial sponsorship — maybe there is a company which
needs such a specialist. We at CSI Professionals, Inc. can help
you find such company. All you have to do is know what you
need to do, and let CSI help you. To schedule a free consultation
here in Los Angeles, or request information on our next seminar,
please call and visit us in our office locations:LA Corporate Of-
fice:3255 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1520, Los Angeles, CA 90010; tel.
no. 213-487-5059; Glendale Branch Office:100 N.Brand Blvd. 6th
Floor Glendale,CA 91203; tel. no. 818-476-0082. Visit www.csi-
professionals.com.

PRESIDENT Obama, in his earlier campaign, prom-
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People and Events

Silver Lake Medical Center launches new direction
under the leadership of CEQ Stephen Popkin

Don S. Steigman, CEO of Success HealthCare LLC, flew in from Boca Raton, Florida to grace the
occasion of the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Silver Lake Medical Center. With him is Marcel
S. Filart MD, a member of the Governing Board of the medical facility. Success Healthcare,
LLC, acquired the hospital previously named City of Angels Medical Center from InterCare
Health Systems, renaming it Silver Lake Medical Center when it began operations under the
new ownership on November 18, 2008.

ecutive Officer Stephen D. Popkin, the renamed Silver Lake

Medical Center (SLMC) is moving in a new direction, with
ownership, leadership and name change demonstrating commit-
ment to enhancing physician support and quality patient care as
a responsible and valuable healthcare asset to the community. Of-
ficially marking its new direction and celebrating its Joint Com-
mission accreditation, SLMC hosted a naming and ribbon-cutting
today at the community hospital’s Downtown Campus at 1711 West
Temple Street. The event drew a cross-section of business, com-
munity, healthcare and civic leaders representing the communities
the hospital serves, with City of Los Angeles City Council President
Eric Garcetti as keynote speaker, and Baydsar Thomasian present-
ing an official acknowledgement on behalf of State Assemblyman
Kevin de Leon.

Prior to taking the helm at SLMC on January 5, 2009, Popkin, a 23-
year healthcare veteran in the Los Angeles area and board member
of the United Hospital Association, served as Chief Executive Officer
for the 172-bed Memorial Hospital of Gardena and for the 127-bed
East Los Angeles Doctors Hospital. According to Don S. Steigman,
Chief Executive Officer of Success Healthcare, LLC, the Boca Ra-
ton, Florida-based hospital company that acquired the City of Angels
Medical Center (CAMC) from InterCare Health Systems, the hospi-
tal was renamed Silver Lake Medical Center when it began opera-
tions under the new ownership on November 18, 2008. Indicating
new ownership and management commitment, Steigman reported
that during its first week under Success ownership, the hospital was
awarded Joint Commission accreditation, which is nationally recog-
nized as a symbol of quality patient care.

Popkin reported that the new SLMC management team is work-
ing closely with its physicians and staff to assure continuity and ac-
cess to patient care for the community. All programs and services at

l OS ANGELES--Under the leadership of new hospital Chief Ex-

both the hospital’s Downtown and Ingleside campuses, including the

The Silver Lake Medical Center Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony was held March 25, 2009 at its
Downtown Campus facility at 1711 West Temple Street. The event was attended by a well-
represented sampling of the various civic organizations in the area. This officially marks the
much anticipated opening of the medical facility which will be serving all the health needs of the
various multicultural neighborhoods surrounding the center under the direction and leadership
of SLMC CEO Stephen D. Popkin. (L-R) Baydsar Thomasian, representing State Assemblyman
Kevin de Leon; Eric Garcetti, Los Angeles City Council Preseident; Don S. Steigman who is CEO
of Success HealthCare; Louis Acosta MD, the center’s Chief of Staff and Stephen D. Popkin
who is CEO of Silver Lake Medical Center.

downtown campus’s 24-Hour Urgent Care Unit, continue to serve
the community with no change in hours or services. He added that
strategic assessments and planning for SLMC will be ongoing over
the next several months as the hospital develops and implements a
comprehensive operations plan that will support the immediate and
long-term objectives of both facilities.

“Our goal is to build upon the mission and values of Silver Lake
Medical Center and have a beneficial impact on the community we
serve,” stated Popkin.

According to SLMC governing board member and physician Mar-
cel Filart, MD, “Feedback from the physician community has been
extremely favorable and confidence has significantly increased with
new interest from previously non-affiliated physicians. The medi-
cal staff is excited about the new ownership and management, and
is eager to see the transformation that has long been anticipated.”
Popkin added that effective today, there will be a new addition to
the Los Angeles skyline. “Beginning tonight, there will be a new il-
luminated Silver Lake Medical Center sign on the hospital tower that
will be visual to all those commuting on the Hollywood Freeway. The
new sign serves as a beacon of Silver Lake Medical Center’s commit-
ment to quality patient care and the hospital’s vital place in serving
the community.”

SLMC is located on two campuses; Downtown campus at 1711
West Temple Street, Los Angeles, CA 90026, and Ingleside Cam-
pus at 7500 East Hellman Avenue, Rosemead, CA 91770. For more
information on hospital services and programs, call (213) 989-6100
at the Downtown campus and (626) 288-1160 at the Ingleside cam-
pus. Success Healthcare, LLC is headquartered at 999 Yamato Road,
Boca Raton, FL. 33431. For more information, call (561) 869-6300
or toll-free (877) 727-4584. M

Alpha Phi Omega

Hollywood Alumni
donates to PGH, Lucena

by TIMOTHY ALMAZAN

ship, and service, the Alpha Phi Omega Hollywood Alumni As-

sociation or APO-HA for short—a newly formed fraternal orga-
nization now 80 members strong—is seeing their charity work come
full circle. The alumni association prides itself in having donated
medical and surgical equipment to several places in the Philippines.
Thirty-six balikbayan boxes, filled with medical supplies, are destined
for the Philippine General Hospital, the busiest academic hospital in
Manila with a total of 1,500 beds. Fourteen boxes have been shipped
to Lucena, Quezon, a township with little access to healthcare service.

The shipment of medical supplies will prove useful for PGH, which
is a tertiary, state-owned hospital linked to the University of the Phil-
ippines, Manila. It is the largest government hospital of the univer-
sity and is the largest training hospital in the country.

“It was a team effort. It took many brothers and sisters to trans-
port and repack all the medical supplies,” says APO-HA member
Irma Almazan. As critical care nurse working at Harbor-UCLA Medi-
cal Center, Irma knows first hand the importance of having abundant
and proper hospital equipment: “Harbor-UCLA is a teaching hospi-
tal, just like PGH. Without the proper equipment, you can’t expect to
train doctors and nurses.”

Alpha Phi Omega Hollywood Alumni contact Benildo Tan, along
with Irma Almazan initiated the donation effort, consolidating sup-
plies from hospitals in Southern California. These supplies are in
shortage in the Philippines and include standard items such as
gloves, masks, needles, catheters, central lines, saline, diabetes
strips, gauze, iodine, and medication. In addition, the donated boxes
also contain more advanced surgical and diagnostic equipment such
as blades, sutures, intubation devices, lumbar puncture kits, triple lu-
men kits, foley catheters, and anesthesia. The shipment is expected
to arrive at PGH in early April.

Arnold Bejasa, a member of APO-HA and president of the Lucena,
Quezon Alumni association, knows just how beneficial the fourteen
boxes will be for the provinces. As with many rural areas, basic
medical supplies are a rarity. Timothy Almazan, a third year UCSD
medical student who rotated in the Philippines last summer states,
“Provincial healthcare relies heavily on outside donations and volun-
teer efforts. People really need to be philanthropic.”

Instrumental in APO-HA’s donation effort were Lito and Remie
Reyes, owners of ACE Cargo in Eaglerock, CA. The Reyes family
allowed APO-HA to use their supply of ACE Cargo balikbayan boxes,

IN keeping with their mission statement of leadership, friend-

In Memoriam

Bonifacio Dizon Nino
Gentleman, Farmer,
World War Il Veteran,
Civic Leader

longtime resident of Cer-
Azitos, California and very
ctive in the Coalition of
World War 11 Veterans & Com-
munity Organizations, Atty. Nino
passed away on March 30 after a
lingering illness (Parkinson’s Dis-
ease) at the Philippine Veterans
Hospital. He is survived by his spouse Silvina Estabillo-Nino,
seven children and 12 grandchildren and one great grandchild.
The children with their spouses are: Dan E. Nino & spouse: Myr-
na E. Nino, Amor Meo E. Nino/Teresita Pongtilan-Nino, Alex E.
Nino/Annie Encarnacion-Nino, Thelma E. Nino/Chito Bringas,
Ramon E. Nino/Chato Alcantara-Nino, Mila E. Nino and Ur-
duja Mempin-Nino/Gerry Mempin. His remains lie in state at
San Nicolas Catholic Church on Neptune St., Tandang Sora,
Proj. 8, Quezon City. Interment will take place on April 8 (Holy
Wednesday) at the Holy Cross Memorial Park, Quezon City.

APO Hollywood Alumni members at Lucena.

free of charge. Furthermore, they agreed to ship the sum of 50 boxes
at an extremely reduced price.

With little doubt, APO-HA’s donation to the Philippine General Hos-
pital, and to Lucena display the organization’s willingness to give back
to its roots. The brothers and sisters of Alpha Phi Omega Hollywood
Alumni Association each belonged to an Alpha Phi Omega chapter
during their college years in the Philippines. After moving to the Unit-
ed States, these individuals continued their tradition of service both
locally and abroad. Jun Bangan and Richard Lacson are among the
forefront, with Richard Lacson serving as the grand consul and Jun
Bangan serving as president. The organization meets nearly every
week to discuss their projects. While official and parliamentary, the
group also looks to their meetings as social events where members
eat, sing karaoke, and share their latest stories with one another.

In a dedication letter to the Philippine General Hospital leaders
Dr. Joseph Lai and Dr. Carmelo Alfiler, APO-HA states, “We hope
that you find this donation useful to all members of your hospital. As
a service fraternity, it is our priority and commitment to give back
toour country in every way possible. We hope that this relationship
between Alpha Phi Omega - Hollywood Alumni and the Philippine
General Hospital can continue and flourish.”

Coordinating the effort in the Philippines are engineer Simple Apo-
linar, a retired senior assistant vice president of Development Bank of
the Philippines, and his daughter, Dr. Lizza Apolinar, a first year resi-
dent-physician training at PGH’s renowned surgical program. Simple
is a member of APO-HA.

Lower respiratory tract infections, ischemic heart disease, and
tuberculosis constitute the leading causes of mortality in the Philip-
pines. Infectious diseases like tuberculosis are largely preventable
with proper healthcare access and infrastructure. M

Scott James Shives in May

Fashion benefit producer Jovy Romualdez Janolo commits to Scott
James Shives this May of 2009. It will be a a very intimate event of
only 75 guests of local personalities and international talents at an
undisclosed private residence. In photo: (Center) Jovy Romualdez
Janolo and Scott James Shives. (Seated) Madame Rebecca Romualdez
Janolo with baby Elizabeth, Donna Kercher, and Cher Rue. (Standing
behind) Lucas Fiamengo, Kevin Gordon, and Elliot Elsner. Hair and
Make up by Susie Lynn (Beverly Hills, CA). Photo by Jeff Knight





