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Fil-Am snowboarding pioneer
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to snowboard for the Philippine
team and we began to compete
in different World Cup events.”

Making the switch

The question remains, how
does a person quit a very
lucrative job to pursue a career
into a fairly new sport?

“There was just something

about snowboarding that I
fell in love with,” said Serina
to the Asian Journal. “It's so

unconventional...it was very out
of the ordinary for me to make
this leap but I don’t know, it was
a calling, it was something I
couldn’t deny.”

Serina was born in the US but
lived in the Philippines for a few
years while growing up.

When she was five years old
her dream was to work in Wall
Street, she said.

But after graduating from
NYU, and accepting her dream
position for a premiere invest-
ment-banking firm, she felt like
there was something missing.

In 1997, while vacationing
with her family, she was intro-
duced to snowboarding. She
had skied a few times before but
it wasn’t anything like the feel-
ing you got from snowboarding,
she said.

“For me, it’s like a feeling of
flying,” she said. “It’s like be-
ing free. Skiing, you have the
poles and the skis [but]l with

snowboarding you have a mini-
mal amount of equipment that it
almost feels like you're a bird,
whizzing by, and you're really
interacting with the environ-
ment and it makes you really ap-
preciate nature.”

“You're in nature,” she added.
“And it’s not just because you're
outside. You're in this amazing,
grand mountain and it really
makes you feel like this tiny
speck in the earth. It gives you
an appreciation of how great the
world is.”

Over the years, her passion
for snowboarding grew. She quit
her corporate job and dedicated
her life to snowboarding.

She said the hardest moment
for her was telling her parents
about the venture.

“At first I told my mom,” said
Serina. “She was skeptical. She
had never seen me snowboard-
ing. But my mom talked to me
and she was kind of used to me
having these crazy hair brain
ideas.”

“My dad was very support-
ive,” added Serina. “He loves
sports. He was very supportive
of the idea. I think it’s because
he wanted a professional athlete
in the family.”

And the risk is paying off.

For the past nine years, Seri-
na has been the team captain for
the Philippine National Snow-

your culture and country.”

However, her task to
qualify for the Olympics is
difficult. She receives no
funding from the Philip-
pine government and faces
opponents who have been
snowboarding since the
time they could stand. Se-
rina began snowboarding
at the age of 20.

Serina said that doesn’t
bother her. She’s mentally
and emotionally prepared
herself to handle the ob-
stacles.

“Itwould mean a lot to me
and my family if I were to
represent the Philippines,”
she said. “I know my hard
work will certainly pay off.”

She advises those plan-
ning to pursue a career in
snowboarding to “talk to
someone like me or Jondre
Reyes Mina. You have to
talk to someone who has
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board Team. She’s competed in
over 120 races, 24 World Cups,
and 8 World Championships. In
2005, she had her best finish
winning the Bronze Medal in a
National Championship race in
Finland.

Now, the 34-year-old has set
her sights to something bigger.

With  the 2010 Winter
Olympics right around the
corner, she’s hoping to qualify
and become the first female done it. Be prepared and
athlete in snowboarding to really have the passion for
represent the Philippines at a it.”
Winter Olympic Game.

“It’s sort of like the Jamaican
bobsled team,” said Serina. “You
hear about these small countries
that don’t have the climate con-
dition for the winter Olympics
yet they were able to enter the
people who qualify. There’s just
something about representing

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
(RFP #7505)

Armed and Unarmed
Security Guard Services

The Housing Authority of the
City of Los Angeles invites
proposals from qualified
firms interested in providing
armed and unarmed security
guard services. Copy of the
RFP may be obtained
beginning April 7, 2009 via
www.hacla.org/ps or call
(213) 252-5405 or 252-1832.
Proposals will be accepted
until 2:00 P.M., by May 7,
2009.
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Atty, Sameon specializes in business immigration, particularly the temiporary worker [H), intra-company
tranafer (L) and immstor (E) wisa classifications. She obiains immigrant visas for nationally and
inlerationally acclaimed anisis through extracrdinary ability vizas (EB1). 3he also oblains
employmant-based immigrant visas for executives and multi-national managers (EB1), advanced
degres holders (EBZ), professionals and skilled workers (EB3), and hoalthcans workers [Schadule &),
Ms. Samson has also baen successful kn obtaining immigrant visas for clisnts undaer
VAR (Violence Against Women Act). Ms, Samson handbes family-based immigrant visas,
including flance{s) visas, and non-immigrant applications, particularty visitor (B1/82) and studant (F)
wisa classifications. Her other respansiblities includs immigration cases involving deportation
removal defense and asylum cases. Ms. Samson also practices family law cases, including divorce,
child custcdy and child supporl. Ma. 3amscn = 8 member of the Stale Bar of Calfornia,
tha Amarican immigration Lawyers Association and the Baverly Hills Bar Association
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Wanted: RNs

H-1B Visa Holders needing
to Transfer to another Employer
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Bella Reyes, ].D., LL.M.

FEDERAL TAX AND
| MMIGRATION

LAw OFrices OF BELLA REYES

421 N, Brookhurst Street, Suite 200,

Tel:

ATTORNEY

Anaheim, California 02501
(714) 530-0042

2bsite at www.bellareyes.com

Darren Silver

& Associates

ONE OF THE NATION'S PREEMINENT AND MOST
RESPECTED FULL SERVICE IMMIGRATION LAW FIRMS

IAIIIUHI.I.I

PRIMCITAL ATTORMEY
[FORMER LIECIS OFFICER

RHEA V. SAMSON, Esq.

Juris Doctor, Ateneo de Manila I.Inhersll]f,
Author, “Working With Labor Laws,”
Published by Ateneo Press and University of Hawaii Press
Professor, Ateneo de Manila University

Visit our website: www.samsonlawcorp.com
3550 Wiishire Blvd., Sulte 1765, Los Angeles, CA 90010
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AMIBAL F. SAMCHEZ, E5(),
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PARREN B. SILVER, ESQ.

PARDEEF SIMCH, ESCL
BARRISTER & SOLECTTOR ATTURENEY
LICEMSED CARADLAM & LIS ATTCRMNEY

Looking for Alternatives?
We Offer Solutions for
difficult cases.

We provide you with unique

Immigration options.

"WE ARE FROUD TO OFFER. PERMANENT

RESIDENCY TO CANADA IN 1 YEAR!
» ALBERTA H1B PROGRAM
« FEDERAL SKILLED WORKER
NO JOB OFFER NECESSARY!"

WE PROVIDE:
» Removal/ Deportation defense

* High Success rate with Immigrant and
non-immigrant waivers

* |[ntercompany Transfer Visa (L-1A and L-1B)
» Difficult H1B and other Professional Visas
* |nvestment based immigration

» Labaor Certification and non-Labor Certification
Green Cards

* Family Immigration

* Consular Processing in All Major Consulates with

emphasis in Manila.
* And All Other Canadian & US Immigration

WE CAN SPEAK TAGALOG, KOREAN, SPANISH,
HINDI,

PUNJABI & URDU

CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION!

213.384.1900

Fax: 213.384.8285 . Toll Free: 1.800.971.7013

Phone: 213.249.1605 - Fax: (213) 637-5637

Email: info@samsonlawcorp.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE INITIAL OFFICE CONSULTATION.

3699 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA 20010
info@darrensilver.com

Visit our website and sign up for our Newsletter to learn
about latest news in immigration www.darrensilver.com




