DaTeLINE USA
From Tarlac to Iraqg

USAirForceCaptainCristinaMiranda
comes a long way

I t was two days before Thanksgiving in 2007 and United States Air Force Captain
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Cristina Miranda was busy preparing for the coming holidays. Christmas is
always the happiest time of the year ever since she was a little girl among her
family in Tarlac. Though she has immigrated to the US in 1992 where the Yuletide
season is not celebrated as long and as festive as in the Philippines, still it is the
best time in the year for the young Air Force captain and her husband, Richard,

Galing Pinoy showcases the
triumph of the Filipino spirit-the
Filipino's innate perseverance torise

above. A double entendre, Galing
Pinoy literally translates to both
coming from (or brought to you by)
the Filipino and Filipino ingenuity.

and two sons, Derek and Joshua.

Then, the unexpected came.
Cristina received a notice that day
that she is being deployed to the
war-torn country of Iraq.

“I was notified two days before
Thanksgiving that I was being
deployed to leave on December
13. T never envisioned myself
going to Iraq. I was sad,” Miranda
recalled. “But I made friends
with many people who were also
serving. It was a good career
move,” she admitted.

Though her family and friends
feared for her safety, Cristina
was able to finish her deploy-

ment without any problems. “I
went to Baghdad, the capital
of Iraq, where I got to visit Sad-
dam Hussein’s palace as often as
I want. I stayed in Iraq for a year
and got to travel to different sites
through helicopters and C130s.
I've heard mortar attacks but was
not harmed,” said Miranda.

The brave and courageous
Pinay has truly come a long way
from her native province of Tarlac.
Born on May 3, 1971 in Tarlac,
Tarlac, Cristina attended elemen-
tary and high school in the Col-
lege of the Holy Spirit in Tarlac.

She then moved to Manila for her
college education, taking up BS
Mathematics, Major in Actuarial
Science at the University of Santo
Tomas, graduating cum laude.

In  April 1992, Cristina
immigrated to California with
her mother and brother. “My
mother was sponsored by her
sister, my aunt. We waited 13
years before the petition was
approved. I arrived in California
with my mother and younger
brother, just two months before
my 21st birthday. The next year,
I came back to the Philippines

to marry Richard,” said Cristina
who shuttled back and forth
from California to the Philippines
over the next few years. She
had a son named Derek, now 16
years old. “I could not take my
husband and son with me right
away, so they had to stay behind
in the Philippines. I did different

kinds of jobs in California, from
working two days in Sbarro, to
other agency-supplied temporary
work,” she added.

It was love for her family that
challenged Miranda to join the Air
Force. She told her story to Asian
Journal. “While T was on vacation
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iter and feel better!

Intravenous Therapy Certification

Financial Aid and
Academic Scholarships Availablef

* No more curly or kinky hair
= Only Japanese products are used
5 hair straight for

NEW PART TIME CLASS SCHEDULET
Part Time Classes are now more convenient than everf
Friday, Saturday & Sunday!

Reduced

downpayment.

Call mow for mare information! Or visit vs @ wisw mrardncellegecaliforiia. com

Los Angeles Campus

3325 Wikshire Bouboward, Suito 1010
Los Angeles, C& 80010
Tal Mo, {213) 388-3568

Van Muys Campus

5300 Sepulveda Boulevard, Suite 101
Van Muys, C& 31411
Fax Mo, (818) Ta2-6086

Fax Mo. (213) J68-0606 Tel Mo, (818) 7E2-6163
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Hair Designer

2005 CLASSE SCHEDULES
Full Time: Manch 18, 2006
Pan Time: Febduary 20, 2000

20608 CLASS

SCHEDULES

Full Time: February 16, 2009
Fart Time: Manch 20, 2000
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BRIAN D. LERNER

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Offices in Downtown Los Angeles and Long Beach

BANKRU PTCY ATTORNEY
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Attorney Brian D. Lerner

(866) 495-0554

attorney@eimmigration.org

FREE CONSULTATION

* Attorney is married to Filipina and wants to help you

* Chapter 7, 11,0r13

* Stop the Creditors, the calls and the harassing

* Only $1,250 Attorney Fees for a Chapter 7 Bankruptey
* Helping Filipinos and their loved ones all over the US
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FREE

L Beach Office
International City Bank

249 East Ocean Boulevard,

Suite 408, Long Beach, CA 0802
{Tut Streat- Near Tranud Mall Statan)

ek (562) 495-0554

City Mational Plaza

515 South Flower Street
36th Flr, Los Angeles, CA 90071
(Naar Ttk Sreetd Metra Canter Sation)

Tel: (213) 236-3775




